Dean Valley English Curriculum

INTENT

WRITING

e To develop the ability to write fluently and with interesting detail on a number of topics throughout the curriculum.

e To develop a vivid imagination which makes readers engage with and enjoy their writing.

e To encourage a highly developed vocabulary and an excellent knowledge of writing techniques to extend details or
description.

e To produce well-organised and structured writing, which includes a variety of sentence structures.

e To teach transcription skills that ensure their writing is well presented and punctuated, spelled correctly and neat.

e To foster a love of writing and an appreciation of its educational, cultural and entertainment values.

READING

e To develop thorough phonic knowledge and skills.

e To develop fluency and accuracy in reading across a wide range of contexts throughout the curriculum.

e To develop a knowledge of an extensive and rich vocabulary.

e To develop excellent comprehension of texts.

¢ To encourage motivation to read for both study and for pleasure.

¢ To develop extensive knowledge and increase cultural capital through having read a rich and varied range of texts.

SPOKEN LANGUAGE

e To foster an exceptional talent for listening attentively so as to understand what is being said.

e To nurture a rich and varied vocabulary that gives clarity and interest to conversations.

e To encourage clear speech that can be easily understood by a range of audiences.

e To develop a good grasp of the rules used in English conversation, such as tenses and the grammatical structure of
sentences.

e To provide opportunities to tell stories that capture the interest and imagination of the audience through the use of a
range of authors, experience of theatre and film.

e To encourage children to take delight in initiating and joining in conversations.

¢ To teach children to respect for others when communicating, even when views differ.




IMPLEMENTATION

Our Literacy curriculum is summarised in the following schematic.

Teachers ensure lessons are sequenced and progressive to ensure they build upon prior knowledge, develop links and
identify the relationships between the subject.

Teachers provide opportunities where children can communicate their ideas and secure their understanding of subject
specific vocabulary.

All staff are registered with the Literacy Shed Plus and staff meetings direct staff to resources targeted at year group
objectives.

Teachers plan lessons so that children are supported, stretched or challenged or in every lesson.

Teachers use modelled writing to demonstrate correct use of grammatical features.

Grammar is taught as part of a learning sequence and the children are given the opportunity to apply in longer pieces of
writing

Teacher produce or choose model texts to ensure they meet the year group objectives.

Guided sessions are evident in lessons and teachers guide children to achieve a high standard of writing.

Adults will model the use of target vocabulary and techniques in a variety of contexts to assist the transfer to long term
memory over time.

A range of resources are accessible in every class to allow children to edit and improve work.

A wide range of opportunities are provided across the curriculum to ensure children are utilising their knowledge and
building upon it in a range of exciting and engaging ways.

Super learning weeks enable children to use and transfer skills across curriculum areas

Spelling Shed is used as homework from Year 1 — Year 6 and pupils’ success is celebrated both in class and as a whole
school in celebration assembly. Reinforced in classroom sessions through spelling journals.

Working Walls will show examples of spelling patterns being taught, modelled writing and modelled editing where
appropriate.

Marking codes will highlight any errors. Time will be given for children to identify their mistakes and make corrections in
order to improve their work.

Early Years and KS1 follow Read Write Inc. programme of study and use the associated resources to develop phonic
knowledge, reading fluency and comprehension.

Children grouped according to ability for Read Write Inc. sessions.

Whole class reading developed from the end of KS1 and throughout KS2 with a focus on developing comprehension of
more challenging texts.

Teachers choose high quality texts to engage children

Lesson studies are part of staff CPD to develop their subject knowledge and skills. These are focused on subject specific
areas identified through pupil voice and assessment analysis.




IMPACT

e Staff use the Sonar mark book to assess each child against a specific English objective and in turn inform planning.

e NFER Tests are completed termly and standardised scores are considered alongside work in books, contributions in class
and the mark book for secure teacher judgements to be made.

e Past SATS tests will be used in Year 2 and Year 6.

e Termly assessments are analysed in order to address any areas of development in future planning.

e Read Write Inc. phonic and reading assessments completed every 6-8 weeks and groups changed accordingly.

e Benchmarking used for those children in KS2 when additional assessments are needed.

e Pupil progress meetings are held termly to address any child not making progress and plans are made in order to target
specific groups.

e Pupil and Staff voice.

e Lesson observations.

e Lesson study evaluations.

e Book moderation both across school and our family of schools.

e Marking in books will be meaningful, manageable and motivating where children will reflect on their mistakes in order
to make progress.

Our curriculum will focus on these three key areas:

1. Reading
2. Writing
3. Spoken language




Early Learning Goals

Literacy - Comprehension

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;
- Anticipate — where appropriate — key events in stories;

- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

Word Reading
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;

- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

Writing
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;

- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

Physical Development - Fine Motor Skills

- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing — using the tripod grip in almost all cases.

Communication and Language - Listening, Attention and Understanding

- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions;
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding;

Speaking

- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;

- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate;

- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from

their teacher.




Composition

Write with purpose

This concept involves
understanding the purpose
or purposes of a piece of
whiting.

Use imaginative
description

This concept involves
developing an appreciation of
how best to convey ideas
through description.

Organise writing
appropriately

This concept invalves
developing an appreciation of
how best to convey ideas
through description.

Milestone 1

e Say first and then write to
tell others about ideas,

e Write for & variety of
purposes,

e Plan by lalking about ideas
and writing notes,

e Use some of the
characteristic features of
the type of writing used.

e Write, review and Improve,

* Use well-chosen adjectives
to add detail.

e Use names of people,
places and things.

* Use well-chosen adjectives.

e Use nouns and pronauns
for variety.

e Use adverbs lor extra
detail,

e Re-read wriling to check it
makes sanse,

e Use the correct tenses,

* Organise wniting in line
with ils purpose.

Milestone 2

e Use the main features of &
Lype of writing (identified in
reading).

e Use technigues used by
authors o create characters
and s=tlings.

e Compase and rehearse
sentences orally.,

e Plan, write, edil and
improve,

e Create characters, seltings
and plots.

e Use alliteration effectively.
e Use similes effectively.

e Use a range of desariptive
phrases including
some collective nouns,

e Use organisaticnal devices
such as headings and sub
headings.

e Use the perfect fonm of
verbs to mark relationships
of time and cause.

e Use connectives Lhat signat
time, shift attention, inject
suspense and shift the
satting.

Milestone 3

e Identily the audience Tor
writing.

o Choose the appropriate
form of writing using the
main features identified in
reading.

e Note, develop and research
ideas.

e Plan, draft, write, edit and
Improve.

e Use the technigues that
authors use to
create charaders, settings

and plots,

* Create vivid images by
usang alliteration,
similes, metapbors and
personification,

o Interweave descriptions of
characters, sattings and
atmosphere with dialogue.

e Guide the reader by using
a range ol organisational
devites, including a2 range
of connectives.

o Choose effective grammar
and punciuation.

e Ensure correct use of
tenses throughout a2 piece of
writing.



Use paragraphs

This concept involves
understanding how to group
ideas so as to guide the
reades.

Use sentences
appropriately

This concept involves using
different types of sentences
appropriately for both clarity
and for effect.

o Write aboul more than one
idea.

» Group related information.

o Write <0 that other people
can understand the meaning
of sentences.

* Sequence senlences to
form cléar narratives.

o Convey ideas sentence by
sentence.

e Join senlences with
con junctions
and connectives,

e Vary the way sentences
begin.

* Organise paragraphs

araund & theme.

* Seguence paragraphs.

® Use 2 mixture of sample,

compaund and
complex sentences,

o Write sentences that
include: '

* conjunctions
e adverbs

o direct speech,
punctuated correctly

* clauses

o adverbial phrases,

o Write paragraphs that give
the reader a sense of darity.

o Write paragraphs that
make sense If read alone.

o Write cohesively at length,

o Write sentences that
include:;

o refative clauses

» modal verbs

» refative pronouns
» brackets

* parenthesis

® & mixture of active and
passive voice

» a clear subject and
object

» hyphens, colons and
semi colons

» buliet points.



Transcription

Present neatly

This concept involves
developing an understanding
of handwriting and clear
presentation.

* Sit correctly and hold a
pencil correctly.

* Begin to form lower-case
letters correctly.

* Form capital letters.
* Form digits 0-9.

* Understand letters that are
formed in similar ways.

* Form lower-case letters of
a consistent size.

* Begin to Join some |etters.

s \Write capital letters and
digits of consistent size.

* Uze spacing between words

that reflects the size of the
letters.

* Join letters, deciding
which letters are best left un-
joined.

+ Make handwriting legible
by ensuring downstrokes
of letters are parallel and
letters are spaced
appropriately.

« Write fluently and legibly
with a personal style.



o Spedl wards

containing 40+

learmmed phonemes.

o Spell COmIman exception
words (the, said, one, two

and the days

of the week).

o Name |etters of the
alphabet in arder,

o Use letter names to
describe spellings of words,

o Add prefixes and sufTixes,
jeaming the rule for adding <
and es as a plural marksr lor
ouns, and the third
singular marker for verbs (I
drink - he drinks).

* Use the peefix un.
e Use suffixes wheres no

o Use spelling rules.

o Write sinrple sertences
dictated Ly the teacher.

o Spell by segrmenting words
inte

ard represent

phonemes
therm wilth the correct

arapberes.

® Lean SUimne Nnew ways o
regresent phonemes.

o Spell CoOmaman excepion
words pocrectly,

s Spell contraction words
correctly (cant, don't).

* Add sulfixes to speil longes

words (-ment, -ress, -Tul and

-less).
e Use the

possessjve
apostrophe. (Singular) (for

example, the
* Cistinoussh
Bomophones
homophones,

oat!’s book)

Delvween
and near-

e Use prefixes and sullixes
and understand how o add
them.

= Spell homophones
correctly.

- w mrrw!y dtﬂ'
misspell words.
e Place the possessive

3 accuratedy in

and in woeds with icregular
plurals (for examgpie,
dhifdren’s).

® Use the Mirst two or
three letiers of a word Lo
chedk its speling in &
dictionary,

® Write froen mnmermory

Smple sentences, Sidtated by
the teacher, that inciude
words and purstuation
taught <o far.

e Use prefixes appropristely.

o Spell some words with
sHlent Setters (Knight, psaim
and solermn).

= Distinouish belvween
homophones and other
woeds that are
often confused,

* Use knowledge of
morphaloqy and etyrnclogy
in spelling and understand
that sorme words need o be
learmed spedfically.

® Use thationaries 1o chack
spelling atd mearing of
words.

e Use the Mir<t three or four
elters of a woard to ok up
the meamng o spelling of
words in a dictionary.

e Use & thesawrus.

o Spefl the vast majority of
words cocrectly,



Punctuate

This concepl nvolves
undesstanding that
punctuation adds darity Lo
writing.

e Leave spaces between
words,

® Use the word "and” to join

words and semtences,

e Segin o punctoats w=ing a
capital letter for the name of

pecple, places, the days of
the week and 1.

o Use Doth Tamiliar and new

punctuation

correctly, induding Ml stops,

e Use extended noun phirases
o describe and spedly (eg.
the: Blue butterfy).

* Use subordination (wihen,
i, thal or because),

» Use coordination {or, and,
baut),

e Use sorme features of
standard written English.

® Use the present and past

* Develop understanding of
wriling conoepts by

e Extending the range of
senlences with more than
one davse by using & wider
range of conunclions,
induding when, i, because,
although..

e Using the present perfect
form of vertss in contrast to
the past tanse,

o Choosing nowns or
tronouns approptistely foe
darity and cohesion and Lo
avoid repetitian.

* Using conjunictions,
advertis andd prepositions Lo
express tme and cause.

= Using lronted advertials.

« Indicate and
other featiures Dy:

= Using corremas after
fronted adverbsals.

» Indicating possassion by
L=ing the i

pUsSELsive
apostrophe with pluesl

nouns.

e Using and punctuating
direct spesch.

= Using the perfect form of
verts Lo mark relstionships
of time and cause.

with an imgplied (b.e. omitted)
redative pronoun.

» Indicate gramenatical and
cthesr featires by:

= Using coammes Lo claeily
Meaning ue avoid ambsguily
in writing.

= Using hyphens to avoid
armbiguity.

* Using brackets, dashes
o cormmas Lo indicate
parenthesis,

® Using sene-colons,
colons or dashes to mark
boundaries between
independent dauses,

= Using 2 colon to
introduce a list,

- c bullet points
cansistently,



&nalysis and presentation

Analyse writing

This concept invaolves
understanding how
grammatical choices give
effect and meaning to
Writing.

Present writing

This concept involves
learning to reflect upon
writing and reading it aloud
to others.

» Discuss wnting with the
teacher and other pupils.

* Use and understand _
grammatical terminoclogy in
discussing writing:

Year 1

« word, sentence, |etter,
capital letter, full stop,
punctuation, singular, plural,
guestion mark, exclamation
mark.

Year 2

* Use and understand _
grammatical terminoclogy in
discussing writing:

» verb, tense (past,
present), adjective, noun,
suffix, apostrophe, comma.

» Read aloud writing clearly
enough to be heard by peers
and the teacher.

» Read aloud writing with
some intonation,

* Ise and understand
grammatical terminoclogy
when discussing writing and
reading:

Year 3

» word family, conjunction,
adverb, preposition, direct
speech, inverted commas (or
‘speech marks’),
prefix, consonant, vowel,
clause, subordinate dause.

Year 4

* pronoun, possessive
pronoun, adverbial.

» Read aloud writing to a
group or whole class, using
appropriate intonation.

*» Ise and understand
grammatical terminology
when discussing writing and
reading:

Year 5

» relative clause, modal
verb, relative pronoun,
parenthesis, bracket, dash,
determiner, cohesion,
ambiguity.

Year 6

# active and passive voice,
subject and object, hyphen,
synonym, colon, semi-colon,
bullet points.

* Perform compositions,
using approprate intonation
and volume.



Read words accurately
This concept involves decoding and
fluency.

Milestone 1

» Apply phonic knowledge and skills
as the route to decode words.

» Respond speedily with the correct
sound to graphemes (letters or
groups of letters) for all 40+
phonemes, including, where
applicable, alternative sounds for
graphemes.

» Read accurately by blending
sounds in unfamiliar words
containing GPCs that have been
taught.

» Read common exception words,
noting unusual correspondences
between spelling and sound and
where these occur in the word.

* Read words containing taught GPCs
and -s, —es, —-ing, —ed, —er and
-est endings.

* Bead other words of more than one
syllable that contain taught GPCs.

» Read words with contractions (for
example, I'm, I'll, we'll) and
understand that the apostrophe
represents the omitted letter{s).

» Read aloud accurately books that
are consistent with phonic knowledge
and that do not require other
strategies to work out words.

Milestone 2

* Apply a growing knowledge of root
words, prefixes and

suffixes (etymology and
maorphology].

* Read further exception
words, noting the spellings.

Milestone 3

» Apply knowledge of root
words, prefixes and suffixes.

* Read age-appropnate boolks with
confidence and fluency {including
whole novels).

(Note: this should be through normal
reading rather than direct teaching.)



-

* Re-read these books to build up
fluency and confidence in word
reading.

» Read accurately by blending the
sounds in words that contain the
graphemes taught so far, especially
recognising alternative sounds for
graphemes,

» Read accurately words of two or
more syllables that contain the
same graphemes as above.

» Read words containing common
suffixes.

» Read most words quickly and
accurately, without overt sounding
and blending, when they have been
frequently encountered.

» Read aloud books closely matched
to their improving phonic
knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar
words accurately, automatically and
without undue hesitation.

» Re-read books to build up fluency
and confidence in word reading.



Understand texts

This concept involves understanding
baoth the literal and more subtle
nuances of texts,

* Discuss events,
* Predict events.

» Link reading to own experiences
and other books,

» Join in with stories or poems.

» Check that reading makes sense
and self-correct.

« Infer what characters are like from
actions.

» Azl and answer questions about
texts.

* Discuss favourite words and
phrases.

* Listen to and discuss a wide range
of texts.

* Recognise and join in with
(including role-play) recurring
languaage.

» Explain and discuss understanding
of texts.

» Discuss the significance of the title
and events.

* Make inferences on the basis of
what is being said and done.

» Draw inferences from reading.

* Predict from details stated and
implied.

+ Becall and summanse main ideas.

» Discuss words and phrases that
capture the imagination.

* Retrieve and record information
from non-fiction, using titles,

headings, sub-headings and indexes.

* Prepare poems and plays to read
aloud with expression, volume, tone
and intonation.

» Identify recurring themes and
elements of different stories (e.q.
good tnumphing over evil).

* Becognise some different forms of
poetry.

» Explain and discuss understanding
of reading, maintaining focus on the
topic.

* Draw inferences such as inferring
characters’ feelings, thoughts and
matives from their actions, and
justifying inferences with evidence.

» Predict what might happen from
details stated and implied.

» Identify main ideas drawn from
more than one paragraph and
summarise these.

» Recommend books to peers, giving
reasons for choices.

» Identify and discuss themes and
conventions in and across a wide
range of writing.

* Make comparisons within and
across books.,

» Learn a wide range of poetry by
heart.

* Prepare poems and plays to read
aloud and to perform, showing
understanding through intonation,
tone and volume so that the
meaning is clear to an audience.

» Check that the book makes sense,
discussing understanding and
exploring the meaning of words

in conbext.

» Azk questions to improve
understanding.

* Draw inferences such as inferring
characters’ feelings, thoughts and
matives from their actions, and
justifying inferences with evidence.

» Predict what might happen from
details stated and implied.

* Summarise the main ideas drawn
from more than one paragraph,
identifying key details that support
the main ideas.

- e



* Identify how language, structure
and presentation contnbute to
meaning.

» Azl questions to improve
understanding of a text.

* ldentity how language, structure
and presentation contribute to
meaning.

» Discuss and evaluate how authors
use language, including figurative
language, considenng the impact on
the reader.

* Retneve and record information
from non-fiction.

* Participate in discussion about
books, taking turns and listening and
responding to what others say.

* Distinguish between statements of
fact and opinicn.

* Provide reasoned justifications for
VIEWS.



Listen carefully and understand
This concept involves understanding
how to engage with what others are
saying.

Develop a wide and interesting
vocabulary

This concept involves building a rich,
sophisticated vocabulary with which
to express oneself.

Speak with clarity

This concept involves understanding
that an audience needs to
understand what i= being said.

Milestone 1

* Sift information and focus on
the important points.

» Seek clarfication when a message
is mot clear.

* Understand instructions with more
than one point.

* Use subject specific vocabulary to
explain and describe.

» Suggest words or phrases
appropriate to the topic being
discussed.

* Identify homophones.

» Speak in a way that is clear and
easy to understand.

* Demonstrate good phonic
knowledge by clearly pronouncing
the sounds within words.

» Tdentify syllables within words.

Milestone 2

* Engage in discussions, making
relevant points.

+ Ask for specific additional
information to clanfy.

* Understand the meaning of some
phrases beyond the literal
interpretation.

¢ LIse time, size and other
measurements to quantify.

» lIse interesting adjectives,
adverbial phrases and extended
noun phrases in discussion.

* UUse vocabulary that is appropriate
to the topic being discussed or the
audience that is listening.

* LIze verbs with irregular endings.

* lUse a mixture of sentence lengths
to add interest to discussions and
explanations.

» |Ize intonation to emphasise
grammar and punctuation when
reading aloud.

Milestone 3

» Understand how to answer
questions that require more than a
yves/no or single sentence response.

* Recognise and explain some
idioms.

» Understand irony (when it is
obwious).

* UUse adventurous and sophisticated
vocabulary.

» Explain the meaning of words,
offering alternatives.

* lUse a wide range of phrases that
include determiners, modifiers and
other technigues to add extra
interest and clarity.

» Vary the length and structure of
sentences.

* Azl guestions and make
suggestions to take an active part in
discussions.

» Comment on the grammatical
structure of a range of spoken and
written accounts.



Tell stories with structure

This concept involves understanding
how to keep an audience engaged
through structured speech.

Hold conversations and debates
This concept involves understanding
how to engage with others.

* Ensure stories have a setting, plot
and a sequence of events.

» Recount experiences with
interesting detail.

» Predict events in a story.

* Give just enough detail to keep the
audience engaged.

* Take turns to talk, listening
carefully to the contributions of
others.

* \Vary language between formal and
informal according to the situation.

* Add humour to a discussion or
debate where appropriate.

* Bring stories to life with expression
and intonation.

» Bead the audience to know when
to add detail and when to leave it
out.

* Make relevant comments or ask
guestions in a discussion or a
debate.

« Seek clanfication by actively
seeking to understand others’ points
of view.,

+ Respectfully challenge opinions or
points, offering an alternative,

* Marrate detailed and exciting
stories.

» lUze the conventions and
structure approprate to the type of
story being told.

» Interweave action, character
descriptions, settings and dialogue.

* Megotiate and compromise by
offering alternatives.

» Debate, using relevant details to
support points.

» Offer alternative explanations when
others don’t understand.



