
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dean Valley                      English Curriculum 
 

INTENT 

WRITING 

 

• To develop the ability to write fluently and with interesting detail on a number of topics throughout the curriculum. 

• To develop a vivid imagination which makes readers engage with and enjoy their writing. 

• To encourage a highly developed vocabulary and an excellent knowledge of writing techniques to extend details or 

description. 

• To produce well-organised and structured writing, which includes a variety of sentence structures. 

• To teach transcription skills that ensure their writing is well presented and punctuated, spelled correctly and neat. 

• To foster a love of writing and an appreciation of its educational, cultural and entertainment values. 
 
READING 
 

• To develop thorough phonic knowledge and skills. 
• To develop fluency and accuracy in reading across a wide range of contexts throughout the curriculum. 
• To develop a knowledge of an extensive and rich vocabulary. 
• To develop excellent comprehension of texts. 
• To encourage motivation to read for both study and for pleasure. 
• To develop extensive knowledge and increase cultural capital through having read a rich and varied range of texts. 

 
SPOKEN LANGUAGE 

• To foster an exceptional talent for listening attentively so as to understand what is being said.  
• To nurture a rich and varied vocabulary that gives clarity and interest to conversations. 
• To encourage clear speech that can be easily understood by a range of audiences. 
• To develop a good grasp of the rules used in English conversation, such as tenses and the grammatical structure of 

sentences. 
• To provide opportunities to tell stories that capture the interest and imagination of the audience through the use of a 

range of authors, experience of theatre and film. 
• To encourage children to take delight in initiating and joining in conversations. 

• To teach children to respect for others when communicating, even when views differ. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 Our Literacy curriculum is summarised in the following schematic. 

 Teachers ensure lessons are sequenced and progressive to ensure they build upon prior knowledge, develop links and 
identify the relationships between the subject. 

 Teachers provide opportunities where children can communicate their ideas and secure their understanding of subject 
specific vocabulary. 

 All staff are registered with the Literacy Shed Plus and staff meetings direct staff to resources targeted at year group 
objectives. 

 Teachers plan lessons so that children are supported, stretched or challenged or in every lesson. 

 Teachers use modelled writing to demonstrate correct use of grammatical features. 

 Grammar is taught as part of a learning sequence and the children are given the opportunity to apply in longer pieces of 
writing 

 Teacher produce or choose model texts to ensure they meet the year group objectives. 

 Guided sessions are evident in lessons and teachers guide children to achieve a high standard of writing. 

 Adults will model the use of target vocabulary and techniques in a variety of contexts to assist the transfer to long term 
memory over time. 

 A range of resources are accessible in every class to allow children to edit and improve work. 

 A wide range of opportunities are provided across the curriculum to ensure children are utilising their knowledge and 
building upon it in a range of exciting and engaging ways. 

 Super learning weeks enable children to use and transfer skills across curriculum areas 

 Spelling Shed is used as homework from Year 1 – Year 6 and pupils’ success is celebrated both in class and as a whole 
school in celebration assembly. Reinforced in classroom sessions through spelling journals. 

 Working Walls will show examples of spelling patterns being taught, modelled writing and modelled editing where 
appropriate. 

 Marking codes will highlight any errors.  Time will be given for children to identify their mistakes and make corrections in 
order to improve their work. 

 Early Years and KS1 follow Read Write Inc. programme of study and use the associated resources to develop phonic 
knowledge, reading fluency and comprehension. 

 Children grouped according to ability for Read Write Inc. sessions. 

 Whole class reading developed from the end of KS1 and throughout KS2 with a focus on developing comprehension of 
more challenging texts.  

 Teachers choose high quality texts to engage children 

 Lesson studies are part of staff CPD to develop their subject knowledge and skills. These are focused on subject specific 
areas identified through pupil voice and assessment analysis.  
 

IMPACT  

 Classroom Monitor 



 

 

 

 

  

 

IMPACT 

 Staff use the Sonar mark book to assess each child against a specific English objective and in turn inform planning. 

 NFER Tests are completed termly and standardised scores are considered alongside work in books, contributions in class 
and the mark book for secure teacher judgements to be made.  

 Past SATS tests will be used in Year 2 and Year 6. 

 Termly assessments are analysed in order to address any areas of development in future planning.  

 Read Write Inc. phonic and reading assessments completed every 6-8 weeks and groups changed accordingly. 

 Benchmarking used for those children in KS2 when additional assessments are needed.  

 Pupil progress meetings are held termly to address any child not making progress and plans are made in order to target 
specific groups.  

 Pupil and Staff voice. 

 Lesson observations. 

 Lesson study evaluations. 

 Book moderation both across school and our family of schools. 

 Marking in books will be meaningful, manageable and motivating where children will reflect on their mistakes in order 
to make progress. 

 
Our curriculum will focus on these three key areas:  
 

1. Reading 
2. Writing  
3. Spoken language 

 

  



 

Early Learning Goals 

Literacy - Comprehension 

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; 

- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; 

- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

 Word Reading 
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;  

- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 

 - Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

Writing 
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;  

- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;  

- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

Physical Development - Fine Motor Skills 

- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. 

Communication and Language - Listening, Attention and Understanding 

- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions;  

- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding; 

Speaking 

- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;  

- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate; 

 - Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from 

their teacher. 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


