Dean Valley Times

Dear Parents,

News from the Office...

The weeks are flying by, we can’t believe that we are only three weeks away
from completing the first half term of the new academic year. 2020 continues to
be a very disrupted year for us all, we continue to watch the changes as more
and more local areas return to stricter lockdown measures and can only hope
that this doesn't reach us here in Bollington.
We continue to do all we can in school to keep children, staff and our families
as safe as we can. The cleaning hours have been increased and remains a key
line of defence in school. Mrs Turner and Mrs Morgan are doing an amazing job
and all of our staff continue to support them with organised spaces, clear classrooms and of course the children and yourselves have supported greatly in
sending as little as possible in to school. It is important that we don’t slip back
though and that we remain vigilant in our approach to working together, we are
asking that any parent who does need to step in to the office to speak to Mrs
Picken, Mrs Lightbody, Mrs Garnett, myself or any other staff members wear a
face mask. This is in line with any visitors who come in to school to carry out
essential work.
Thank you for your support in arriving at the designated time in the morning and
collecting in the evening, we hate that we are asking parents to leave the premises so quickly and appreciate that you are doing this for us. The pavements
and gates outside do seem to be a bottle neck area still, please can we ask that
gates and paths are as clear as possible for all parents as they leave. Our risk
assessments are reviewed continuously in order to keep everyone safe. We
have had a number of children and staff tested now and breathe a sigh of relief
when negative results have been returned each time but we are fully aware that
there are now several schools in the local area who have indeed had to close
bubbles down fro the 14 days isolation. Please continue to support us in keeping each of our classes open by following the guidance given from both the
government and ourselves.
I have been asked by staff to remind parents of the number of resources available on our website and in this newsletter around e-safety. There appear to be a
growing number of issues with the use of WhatsApp and other social media
platforms at home. WhatsApp has an age requirement of 16 and if this is being
used should be monitored, we have focussed computing learning in Y5 and 6
on E-safety this half term. Checking phones, iPad, tablets
and computers and engaging in conversations around
safety online at home will certainly support the messages
we are giving in school.

Dates for your diary

World Mental
Health Day

10th Oct

Fluenz
Immunisation

13.10.20

School closes
for half term

23.10.20

School opens

2.11.20

Carols around
the Christmas
Tree—we are
hoping to still

18.12.20

It is a great feeling though to be back in school and to see
the learning and opportunities evolving as children get
back in to routines. This week has seen the whole school
take part in the Big Anti Bullying Assembly, children have taken part in discussions following this and have done work around emotions. Recognising how to
get help and looked at how to educate others around this subject. Please make
sure you follow this link to the Dean Valley website to see a video produced by
Year 6.
Playground Portraits have been in this week too, we are all very excited about
our new look individual/sibling photographs and hope that you are pleased
when you see the results.
After school clubs will be starting up after half term, we will be seeing
the return of AT Sports on a Monday and we hope Football with Steve
on a Friday. At this point we are unable to offer any staff led clubs, this
is for several reasons one being staff well being and the other being
that in running our after school club we simply don’t have any indoor
spaces on offer because of cleaning regimes.
We have been thrilled to achieve another award in the last week, the
National School Games recognition award reflects the range of activities attended by our pupils and the effort and contribution from Mrs
McDermott in ensuring that our children are able to gain as many sporting opportunities as possible.
I hope you all have a peaceful weekend, stay safe and we will see you
all bright and early on Monday.
Kind regards,

Midday Assistant Wanted
We are currently looking
for a Midday Assistant to
support children at
lunchtime. This is a temporary position working every
day from 11.45 to 1.15.
If you think this would be
of interest please get in
touch with the office and
we will arrange a time to
meet with you for a chat.

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how fragile life is. The
Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on children and young people’s mental
health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.
http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933
Community
Mental Health Helpline—0300 303 3972
Local NHS Trust, Cheshire and Wirral Partnership (CWP) has launched a new mental health helpline for residents of Cheshire West,
Cheshire East and Wirral.
Open 24 hours a day, seven-days a week, it is open to people of all ages including children and young people who need urgent mental
health support. The helpline is part of the NHS Long Term Plan to improve access to mental health support. Originally due to go live next
year, it has been fast-tracked to be available to support local people during the Covid-19 pandemic.
What to do if you need urgent mental health help:



Please call 0300 303 3972 and our dedicated local NHS staff will support you to access the help you need;



The helpline is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week and is open to people of all ages – including children and young people;





The helpline is now the first port of call for mental health help – it is operated by people in your local area who will know how best to
support you. If you call NHS111 you may have to wait longer for help and will be re-directed to this local service – so call 0300 303
3972;
Please note, A&E and 999 are not the best places to get help for the majority of mental health problems – call 0300 303 3972 to be
directed to the best local service to support you;
You should still call 999 or go to A&E if you have an immediate, life-threatening emergency requiring mental or physical health assistance;

For non-urgent help and general wellbeing advice, the CWP website contains information and links to resources to support people
with anxiety, low mood, and worries relating to the current Covid-19 pandemic www.cwp.nhs.uk
For children and young people there is also a dedicated website MyMind.org.uk

The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to make sure their child’s
experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be eligible to claim
for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel which is delivered by staff on a Monday
morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if
you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.

Super Learning Week

This is our child friendly Behaviour policy, this has been shared with your children and they know that these
points are really important to us all whilst we are in school. They are all working hard to follow the changes and
are adapting well and trying their best to keep each other safe.

Super Learning Week

EYFS
We have been busy playing this week. We have played with the
dolls, we dressed them, fed them and put them to bed.
We have been gardening and pulling up the parsnips that have
been growing at school. We cooked them and ate them, they were
like potatoes—I liked them!
I have been drawing, I drew a butterfly.
It has been a good week.
Ella B

Super Learning Week

YEAR 1
This week in Year 1 I have
made a book about Dinosaurs. We have been learning about our feelings and
read the book In My Heart.
In music we played the
glockenspiels to make a
story with the music.
Reggie

Super Learning Week

YEAR 2

This week we have been working on
Sparkalonia reports. We have drawn our
own planets using pattern, colour and
detail. Then we came up a name for our
planet and wrote a box up plan all about
our planet. We are creating a book for
the scientists because they asked us if
we could make our own book about planets for people to learn from.
Grace A

This week has been good, we have learn about planets. My favourite planet is Saturn because it has a
ring around it. We have made our own book, it is all
about the planets we have created and is an information book for some scientists. We had a letter
from a scientist asking us to make a book about new
planets.
My planet is called Green World it is green, brown
and blue and it is a circular planet. It is smooth and
animals live on it, every animal you can think of.
It is a nice place to be but there is a bad thing, animals can live there but people can’t because they
wouldn't be ale to breath.
Rory D

Super Learning Week

YEAR 3
We have been investigating magnets, we had a
magnet Olympics and found out which was the
strongest.
We have been learning about our support
network creating hands which will remind us who
is there to help.
We went on an amazing trip and have been
creating information texts about Poole’s Cavern.

Super Learning Week

YEAR 4
We have been to Poole’s
Cavern on our first school
trip of year 4.

Our trip to Poole’s Cavern was a
good day. We saw lots of trees
including Oak and Beech and had
a look at the bark, each one had a
different pattern. We explored
the area and found Beech nuts.
In the afternoon we went in to
the cave, it was very wet, dark
and cold. We learnt that before
the entrance was made a small
hole was used to crawl into the
cave. Archaeologists found human
skulls and old decorated pottery.
By Harry C

Super Learning Week

YEAR 5
We have been getting dirty in forest school, we
have used sticks to make the first letter of
our names and wrapped them in wool and made
leaf animals.
We have been learning about Anglo Saxons,
they came from Sweden, Scandinavia, Norway
and Denmark. They came to Britain because
they wanted to settle here and grow food on
the land. They were invited here by the British
people to help fight the Scots.
We have been writing about Beowolf and describing Grendel.
I am really enjoying Year 5

Super Learning Week

YEAR 6
Year 6 have created their own Anti bullying video this week.
Please look out for it on the website!
They have done an amazing job.

Super Learning Week

CLASS OF THE WEEK
Each and every class has been
amazing this week! It is lovely to
see each class embracing new
learning and trying out new things.
Forest School activities have really
impressed me in the last 2 weeks!

Child of the Week

Treasure Chest Winners
Dee B
Bessie R

Rights Respecting Award

Reception

Tiana for being a Dean Valley role model and always doing
the right thing.
Jude – for making the right choices and being a respectful,
kind member of the class.

Ellis—for respecting his right and others on the playground
Ralph—– Article 29 - right to develop talents. He is an always
person, always doing his best and respecting others.

Year 1

Reggie —working with a great learning partner beautifully—
having a fantastic enthusiasm and a love of learning—well
done!
Halle – For super dedication to her learning, making a super
effort.

Lily —developing her talents and abilities through enthusiasm
and a wonderful dedication to her learning. Well done!
Megan – Fantastic phonics and super writing.

Year 2

Monty —for a fantastic attitude to school—I’m so blown
away!
Phoebe – an amazing attitude and approach towards all our
classwork

James - respecting his right to an education. Always keen to
learn.
Nathan – respecting the right for his friends to be happy and
safe

Year 3

Sophie —for being brave and teaching us all how to be
kinder.
Poppy – for always setting such a good example in the
classroom for others to follow.

Kirsten —great enthusiasm on our class trip and asking questions in a respectful way.
Ewan – for respecting his right to learn even when things are
hard.

Year 4

Harvey W—for writing a wonderful Iron Man letter and being
an eager learner.
Rory – for developing his resilience and positive outlook every day.

Eva —Article 12 for respecting the right to have a say in matters
affecting her by sharing her concerns in a considered manner.
Naomi – Article 24 – for the right to the best possible health by challenging herself daily to complete the daily mile
in under 15 minutes.

Year 5

Milo P—for working incredibly hard in all learning and finishing work to a high standard. You are a star!
Nathan – for working hard in his Maths and showing enthusiasm towards new areas of learning. You have been a
super star this week!

Freya —respecting her right to learn and having a positive attitude upon returning to school. You are a star!
Oscar – for respecting his right to an education by completing
his work to a high standard every lesson and sharing his
thoughts and ideas with the rest of the class.

Year 6

Brooke for showing an outstanding commitment to your
education by enjoying your learning at home and in school
Eliott – for demonstrating excellence and striving to succeed
in all areas of the Year 6 curriculum. I am extremely impressed with your attitude towards learning.

Amelie —for demonstrating a growth mindset to excel in her
writing. What beautiful description!
Lucas – for discussing his opinion and thoughts so beautifully and sensitively while we were creating our class rights respecting charter. You are an asset to the class.

Mrs McPherson Henry —for being a superstar in the year 1 classroom and

showing what a fabulous learner and role model he can be
making excellent choices.

Club

Ella —for understanding and explaining the club rules to the
older children in the group, amazing listening skills. Well
done Ella!
Amelie —for being helpful, respectful, being kind to others
and for being a club superstar.

Ole —Respecting his right to learn. Well done on a great start to
Year 2 Ole. Keep up the great work!

Reggie —developing his right to develop talents and abilities,
fantastic art and craft and amazing Just Dance!
Arianne —for sharing her play space with others, following the
club rules and her right to having fun.

Super Learning Week

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Pasta in cheese and
ham sauce topped with
grilled cheese.

Chicken curry, rice and
naan

Beef casserole and
Yorkshire puddings

Lasagne and garlic
bread (V)

BBQ chicken and noodles or chips

Veg of the day

Jacket and cheese (v)
or ham

Jackets and beans or
tuna (v)
Various melon or
pineapple slices
Fruit bowl
Yoghurts

Veg of the Day

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Tuna or Cheese melt
(v)

Jacket potato and
cheese, beans (v)

Salmon fish fingers in
a baguette

Chocolate muffins

Fruit crumble slice

Melting moments

Vanilla iced sponge

Fresh fruit

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Shepherds pie
Veg of the day

Spaghetti Bolognaise
and garlic bread

Sausage, mash or chips
and beans

Veg of the day

Cheese and ham panini

Yoghurts
Milk or water

Milk or water
Tomato ad basil pasta
and garlic bread (v)

BBQ chicken, rice and
tortilla

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Jacket potato and
cheese (v) or ham

Cheese panini (v)

Jacket potato and
beans, cheese (v)

Jacket potato and tuna

Chocolate brownie

Various melon or

Cherry muffins

Fruit crumble slice

Flapjacks

Fresh fruit

Fruit bowl

Fruit bowl

Fruit bowl

Yoghurts
Milk or water

pineapple slices
Fruit bowl
Yoghurts

Yoghurt

Yoghurts

Yoghurts

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Lunchtimes at Dean Valley have certainly been a little different this week and all children and staff
have adapted brilliantly. It is a learning curve and there will be changes made where needed. The new
routine of making lunch choices in the morning has been fantastic and the feedback from children has
been incredibly positive! KS1 will be eating in the hall each day and KS2 will be remaining in their classrooms.
Please discuss the menu with your children so that they can think about their choices for next week.
Don’t forget you can pay for snack online—2 pieces of toast and fruit 30p

Congratulations to the
Fruit parcel winners
Elliot D
Freddie L

