Dean Valley Times

Dear Parents,

News from the Office...

The new school year has started and I can hand on heart say that this has been quite simply one of the most amazing weeks I
have had as head teacher at Dean Valley Community Primary School. Listening to the happy chatter of children and seeing
their faces light up as they mix with their friends and begin a new chapter back in the classroom has been incredible. As a
team we have been left in awe of the confident manner in which our children have returned to the learning environment.
They are happy, settling beautifully and showing the Dean Valley resilience, supportive natures and determination we have
come to know so well. We have also been thrilled to see our new Reception class complete their visits with smiles, laughter
and confidence. It has been lovely to see them explore their space and get to know each other, we are certainly looking
forward to having them in school full time from Monday.
We would like to say a huge thank you to all of our parents for your continued support and for preparing your children so well
for coming back to school. We would also like to offer a very warm welcome to all of our new families, who we appreciate
haven't been able to experience the normal transition into our school that we have always been able to offer. We are all
looking forward to getting to know you over the next few weeks.
This week staff have also done an amazing job in implementing all the changes we have had to put in place to keep everyone
safe. Thank you team Dean Valley!
The new procedures in place in for drop off and pick up have worked well (again thank you for supporting the staggered start
and end to the day) this has all been done to protect you and your children and our staff.
Our one way system is in operation to protect you and nursery parents who are dropping off at the same time. Can we politely remind parents to use the gate and path by the car park to drop off and not the gate by the field. When dropping off children at school we ask that only one parent accompanies them into the school grounds.
At the end of the day we are going to alter the collection times slightly, this is so that we can use the time in school to the
best of our ability and following on from what we have seen this week parents are picking up so quickly and efficiently that
we feel we can alter the times please look at the grid below to see when you will need to pick up as of Monday.
Surname

Drop off time

Collection time

Surname starting with letters A-E

8:40-8:50 am

3:15pm

Surname starting with letters F-O

8:50—9:00am

3:20pm

Surname starting with letters P-Z

9:00—9:10am

3:25pm

As we have completed the first week back the staff team have reflected on what has worked well and what we need to adjust. We would like to ask that from Monday children come to school in their school shoes each day (even when wearing PE
kit) and bring with them a pair of trainers. We are having to utilise as much of the outdoor space as we can and the wet
weather makes the field muddy. This is incredibly hard to manage under new cleaning regimes as I am sure you can imagine
so from Monday children will wear trainers for playtime/lunchtime and PE and keep their school shoes for indoor wear.
The water fountains in school remain out of use, please make sure that your child has a water bottle in school so that they
can get a drink at any point in the day when needed. Please only fill these with water not juice.
Each class teacher will be sharing information through class letters which addresses the individual structure and routines of
their class, please make sure you check the Dojo and website regularly for updates. Over the next few weeks we will be concentrating on supporting children in the routines and expectations of the school day. It is imperative that their well being and
mental health is the focus for the initial return in order for them to be happy, safe and to re-engage with the learning environment of school. We are certainly incredibly proud of the resilience and positivity they have each shown this week.
Internet safety is a topic we have begun to discuss in school within upper KS2 this week, we are very aware that through
lockdown children have spent more time online (my children are most certainly part of that statistic). Supporting their careful
use of technology and understanding of how to protect themselves is important, don’t forget to check the history on ipads,
tablets and laptops every now and again. There are lots of resources as parents which you can use at home to support yourself and your children, the CEOPs site offers lots of free resources to use which are age appropriate as well as
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to make sure
their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers

Super Learning Week

Club @ Dean Valley
Mrs Stewart has made the decision to not return to Dean Valley following her maternity leave, whilst we are all sad to see her go we completely understand that this is to focus on her family and their new start in Wythenshawe, we will all miss her and her children but wish them lots of luck in their new
schools and hope they settle quickly and happily. We would like to thank Mrs Stewart for all that she has done to manage our Club provision at Dean Valley, she has been a great part of the team ensuring that the provision meets the needs of all who attend, are happy in the school environment before and
after school and that they are safe and cared for.
Mrs MacKenzie will now be taking on the role of Club Manager having done a fantastic job covering for Mrs Stewart during her maternity leave, I am sure
you will join me in wishing her well in her role.
We hope that parents using the new booking system for our Club are finding it useful and easy to use. The change in booking means that parents are able
to manage their own bookings and that staffing is reflective of children booked in. Please can we remind parents about the booking windows and cancellations. This information was shared before the summer and has been carefully considered to support parents in the best way that we can.
The ‘booking window’ will close 8 days before each session to allow the Office to print registers and ensure we have the correct staffing in place. Sessions
may be added or changed at any time before the booking window closes. (If changing a day, please do the cancellation first, then rebook) Once the booking window has closed, any cancellations will be charged for. We will, however, issue a credit for a cancellation if your child is representing the school (for
example in a School Sports team).
We have been very explicit about if sessions are booked and the booking window has closed (i.e. there is less than 8 days before the session), then all
cancellations will be charged for, no refunds will be made. However, if you need to cancel sessions which are more than 8 days in the future, you can do
this on the system and a credit will be made to your account.
We think that this system allows flexibility for parents, reduces administration time in the Office and allows us reasonable time to plan our staffing levels
for the following week. It is not dissimilar to the previous system where any cancellations with less than 7 days' notice were charged in full, cancellations
with more than 7 days' notice were charged 50%, so parents do benefit from the new system.

Parents Evening
This half term we are unable to bring parents in for parents evening as we did last year. The open evening worked really well as this gave staff a chance to
set out the expectations for the year ahead and an opportunity for parents to ask questions and speak directly to the class teacher afterwards. So we
would like to offer two virtual open evenings for parents to attend. These will be done through Teams/Zoom virtual meeting to which you will all be invited to attend. The two evenings which will be offered are the 15th and 17th of September at 6pm. This should allow parents to see both presentations. We
will also record one of the evenings and add it to the website. The information and link will be sent out to you nearer the time.
We are hoping that in January we will be able to offer parents evening appointments in school, however as I am sure you can appreciate we are not able
to make firm decisions on this as we will need to see how things are at that point in time. We are aiming as a staff to remain committed to communicate
with you as often as we can regarding your child’s progress and the Dojo is an easy way to get in touch if you would like to ask any questions.

Parking
Please remember to be considerate to all of our neighbours (Albert Road, Greg Avenue, Calder Close and Riverbank Close) when dropping your children at
school. We understand how tricky it can be and hope that whilst the weather is good as many families as possible can walk to school, it would be great if
we could all do our bit to help with the environment where we can.

Coats
Please make sure your child has a waterproof coat with them each day they are in school, this needs to be clearly named so that it is easily returned if
forgotten. Children will go outside each day (rain or shine) at playtime/lunchtime/PE and fleeces once wet are impossible to dry in school.

A new award!
During the summer holidays we had some fantastic news, Dean Valley Community Primary School has been awarded the AcSEED accreditation. This is
something we are very proud of as a staff, the well being of our children is so important to us and vital for children so that they can flourish in all aspects
of their lives. The feedback from the AcSEED accreditation assessors showed that they were particularly impressed with, these include:
Contribution from ‘Ambassadors’ in the writing and reviewing of policies supporting student emotional wellbeing, use of the Sunflower Lanyard in school,
half termly meetings to inform Midday assistants & Kitchen staff of emotional wellbeing policies and protocols, weekly assemblies have an emotional
wellbeing focus, regular class mindfulness sessions, managing loss and bereavement topic in PSHE programme, long term relationship with school counsellor, escape Lounges, Rights Respecting School Gold Award, weekly Rights Respecting Child from each class, Emotionally Healthy School Ambassadors,
student Voice, self-referral available for students to request support from counsellor, peer mentoring schemes, the Diana Award accreditation and the
Rainbow Flag Skilled Teacher Award.
Thank you to Miss Greenwood, the Emotionally Healthy School Ambassadors, Rights Respecting Rangers and Anti-Bullying Ambassadors for all the work
they have done to lead the work with the staff, children at Dean Valley Community Primary School around well being, mental health and emotional well
being.
Have a lovely weekend everyone and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday when we will be holding our new look celebration assembly from
somewhere in Dean Valley where yellow jumpers and rights respecting badges will be making a reappearance.
Kind regards,

Super Learning Week

Super Learning Week

Super Learning Week

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Pasta in cheese and
ham sauce topped with
grilled cheese.

Chicken curry, rice and
naan

Beef casserole and
yorkshire puddings

Lasagne and garlic
bread (V)

BBQ chicken and noodles or chips

Veg of the day

Jacket and cheese (v)
or ham

Jackets and beans or
tuna (v)
Various melon or
pineapple slices
Fruit bowl
Yoghurts

Veg of the Day

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Tuna or Cheese melt
(v)

Jacket potato and
cheese, beans (v)

Salmon fish fingers in
a baguette

Chocolate muffins

Fruit crumble slice

Melting moments

Vanilla iced sponge

Fresh fruit

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Shepherds pie
Veg of the day

Spaghetti Bolognaise
and garlic bread

Sausage, mash or chips
and beans

Veg of the day

Cheese and ham panini

Yoghurts
Milk or water

Milk or water
Tomato ad basil pasta
and garlic bread (v)

BBQ chicken, rice and
tortilla

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Jacket potato and
cheese (v) or ham

Cheese panini (v)

Jacket potato and
beans, cheese (v)

Jacket potato and tuna

Chocolate brownie

Various melon or

Cherry muffins

Fruit crumble slice

Flapjacks

Fresh fruit

Fruit bowl

Fruit bowl

Fruit bowl

Yoghurts
Milk or water

pineapple slices
Fruit bowl
Yoghurts

Yoghurt

Yoghurts

Yoghurts

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Lunchtimes at Dean Valley have certainly been a little different this week and all children and staff
have adapted brilliantly. It is a learning curve and there will be changes made where needed. The new
routine of making lunch choices in the morning has been fantastic and the feedback from children has
been incredibly positive! KS1 will be eating in the hall each day and KS2 will be remaining in their classrooms.
Please discuss the menu with your children so that they can think about their choices for next week.
Don’t forget you can pay for snack online—2 pieces of toast and fruit 30p

Congratulations to this
weeks
Fruit parcel winner
Joe Y2

