Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
I don’t think any of us thought for one minute that this year would be finishing with half the children of Dean
Valley still not at school and the effects of a pandemic still impacting upon our lives. We have all faced challenges
along the way and had our resilience and patience tested - some weeks much more than others but we have made it
to the end of term!
The Dean Valley community has remained strong throughout, working together to support our children and we
couldn’t be prouder of them. The end to our academic year 2019-2020 definitely isn’t happening in the way we had
planned it back in September, it is certainly going to be a year to remember—one that will make the history books
for future generations I am sure!
The Year 6 leavers assembly was a little different to the normal Dean Valley send off but in their usual style they
blew us away and showed that even amidst a pandemic their strength of character and energy are second to none.
They have dealt with so many challenges in the last half term, not least the fact that at one point we didn't think
we were going to be able to bring them back in to school at all! As a year group the traditions and rites of passage
of year 6 have all been affected. No SATS, Lakeside cancelled, no Mystery trip and no West End style Production.
However Granelli’s delivered ice-cream and the leavers assembly happened (albeit socially distanced and outside)
and reflected the young people who are leaving us to continue their journey in life. Thank goodness the weather has
improved! The resilience these children have shown as one event after another was cancelled is simply incredible.
We couldn’t be prouder as they finish their time at Dean Valley and are now ready to move on to the next chapter
of their education. Good luck Year 6 we know you will continue to impress whether you are moving to Tytherington,
Fallibroome, Kings or Saint Paul’s High School
Planning to bring the whole school back in September fills me with joy, it simply hasn't been the same without Year
2, 3, 4 and 5 and again their incredible strength and resilience has been inspiring. We know how difficult it has
been for them all and motivation to keep going has certainly been tricky, having seen first hand at home the highs
and lows experienced by my three children I am proud of the effort and determination shown by these children. I
hope you all enjoyed your zoom calls with your teachers today, it was lovely to see you all and share Headteacher’s
awards. I hope you can now have a lovely summer holiday hopefully seeing some of your friends at the park and
spending time with your families.
I would also like to thank all of our parents for the support, patience and understanding you have shown. The challenges that you have faced over the last 17 weeks have been huge, continuing with your jobs—either at home or in
your workplace, battling through ques to buy food (hunting down flour and pasta!), taking on home learning for your
children and dealing with lockdown and the limitations of not being able to leave your home apart from shopping for
food or daily exercise! I hope that over the summer you are all able to find some time to relax and rest and enjoy
the break from home learning. You are all super heroes in our eyes! If you find over the holidays that you are missing home learning and would like to complete any of the tasks and activities set over the last term then you will
find them on the website. Each teacher has saved their home learning packs onto their class pages and the home
learning resources section is also packed with ideas and websites to support you should you need anything.
The Dean Valley staff team have worked tirelessly throughout the last 17 weeks to support children at home. Preparing lessons, resources, coming up with creative ways to inspire and engage their classes, making phone calls and
delivering work packs when needed. Creating video lessons at home for music, PSHCE resources, preparing school
for the return of children after half term. Since the 15th June, these same teachers have taught full time in
school and supported home learning in the evening, creating extra packs and recording lessons for children to access from the whole school dojo. Teaching assistants have supported our Keyworkers since the beginning and then
classes on their return, creating resources and helping to keep school clean and tidy. Our fabulous office team
have dealt with registers (of which there have been many), finances, implementing new online systems for booking
club and helping to keep school running safely and calmly. Mrs Mackenzie has been managing club whilst Mrs Stewart has been on maternity leave and provided lunches for the children in school and organised food parcels for
those FSM children who were not able to be here. Mr Rowley for ensuring the school grounds and building have
been safe to return to and for helping keep school as clean as possible along with Mrs Morgan and Mrs Turner.
Their roles have been crucial to maintaining good hygiene and in turn keeping your children safe. Midday Assistants
who have supported the return to school of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 and helped in Key worker bubbles along
the way and last but by no means least our Club staff who have kept children smiling and entertained when they
have arrived early and stayed late. I would like to say a huge thank you to them all, their commitment, energy and
passion is simply amazing, I am incredibly proud of Team Dean Valley.
September 2020
We will be returning to school on Wednesday 2nd September, each year group is returning in full and will become a
class bubble.
Many of the changes we implemented to bring back Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will not alter but are here to stay
for at least the Autumn term. We are following the guidance carefully in order to bring back all of our children as
safely as we can. There have been many changes with local lockdowns and partial lockdowns in the last week, and
positive news about vaccines reported today. This is an ever changing picture and we will continue to update you
over the summer should things change again.
There are some key points that I would like to share with you again for September to help you and your children
prepare for the return to school.



Children will remain in bubbles, but these bubbles can now accommodate the full class. There will be as
little mixing of bubbles as possible throughout school and social distancing rules for children in their bubbles has been relaxed. We want to be able to offer a broad and balanced curriculum with school trips,
visitors in school and before and after school care for all year groups so this means we will need to have
some bubbles in the same place. Club@Dean Valley will put reception, Year 1 and Year 2 together, Year 3
and 4 and then Year 5 and 6. The detailed risk assessment will be shared on the website in September.



Staff must continue to socially distance from the children (where possible) and from other adults.



School attendance is compulsory for every child from September



School uniform should be worn every day from September



Drop off and Collection times

Super Learning Week



Drop off and Collection times

Surname

Drop off time

Collection time

Surname starting with letters

8:40-8:50 am

3:00-3:10pm

8:50—9:00am

3:10—3:20pm

9:00—9:10am

3:20-3:30pm

A-E
Surname starting with letters
F-O
Surname starting with letters
P-Z



Our one way system will still be in operation, and we politely remind parents to socially distance while waiting in the playground and to leave the site as quickly as possible. When dropping off children at school we ask that only one parent accompanies them. We will post a video on the website to show the route you will take into school and the door your child will come
in to school through. We will not be lining up on the playground.



We will still be limiting the number of visitors who come into school, sports coaches and forest schools leaders are permitted
to come into school as long as they follow social distancing rules. Unfortunately peripatetic teachers, although allowed to
come into schools, are unable to start back at Dean Valley because of the social distancing rules and space. We are unable to
offer zoom lessons as we cannot staff the lessons to safeguard staff and pupils. As soon as it is safe to bring back peripatetic teachers we will do so and we will be reviewing this through the first half term.



Children are asked to bring only the essentials into school every day –lunchbox and water bottle. They will not need rucksacks or PE bags for the first term. They will all be provided with their own pencil cases and equipment so that they are not
sharing pens, pencils, rulers scissors, rubbers and sharpeners



Break times and lunch times will continue to be staggered, but the children will be served a hot school dinner every day. We
will be starting our new ordering system in September, children will be able to select their lunch each morning from the new
menu. They will then wear a coloured band on their wrist which they will swap for their lunch. We are hoping that will be a
successful addition to lunchtime and will please children as they are then guaranteed to get the lunch they would like.



Extensive measures have been taken around the school to promote good hygiene, there are hand sanitisers on the cabin by
the large green gates onto the playground for parents to use should you need them. The routine children will continue is to
enter school and go to wash their hands before going to their classroom. There are hand sanitiser stations throughout school
and hand washing facilities for outside too.



Extra-curricular activities will be kept to a minimum for the foreseeable future with no clubs until October half term running. There will also be no swimming lessons until after half term, we are working closely with the leisure centre in order to
ensure safety upon return.



Large gatherings such as open evening/parents evening and whole school assemblies will not take place during the first term.



Club@Dean Valley will be running for all year groups in September, in order to provide this we will be grouping class bubbles.
These bubbles will be encouraged to social distance and will spend time outside too. As arrangements are finalised I will
write to you in the summer to let you know more detail. We now have an online booking system, Mrs Lightbody has sent information to all parents who use Club on how to book and the changes we are making. I know that Mrs Mackenzie and all the club
staff are looking forward to welcoming you back!



PE kits will be worn to school on PE days (no football kits/training tops) plain white or red t-shirt, black shorts or jogging
bottoms and a red or black jumper.



Reading books will be sent home once a week, books will not be changed mid week, this is because books will have to be
cleaned and put away for 48 hours before we can give them to another child. This will be challenge both in space, organisation and sheer number of books! Once reading books have been sent home book bags should not then come into school as
books sent home wont be read in school. Your child will also have a book in school to read.



Homework will be set each week but this will be handed in using the Dojo portfolio and feedback given.

I would like wish all of our families a very happy summer (lets hope the good weather returns!) Send huge good luck wishes to our
gorgeous year 6 children as they move on—I know you will all be amazing! Good luck to the families who are leaving us to start a new
chapter in a different place. We hope your children settle quickly into new schools and become part of a new school family.
Finally, I would like to say a heart filled thank you to the families we are losing this year—your support, commitment and energy has
been amazing you have been an invaluable part of the Dean Valley family—you will all be missed and are welcome to come and visit
anytime. Once part of the Dean Valley family, always part of the Dean Valley family.
Take care and stay safe and I look forward to seeing you all in September.
Kind regards,

Super Learning Week

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Pasta in cheese and
ham sauce topped with
grilled cheese.

Chicken curry, rice and
naan

Beef casserole and
yorkshire puddings

Lasagne and garlic
bread (V)

BBQ chicken and noodles or chips

Veg of the day

Jacket and cheese (v)
or ham

Jackets and beans or
tuna (v)
Various melon or
pineapple slices
Fruit bowl
Yoghurts

Veg of the Day

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Tuna or Cheese melt
(v)

Jacket potato and
cheese, beans (v)

Salmon fish fingers in
a baguette

Chocolate muffins

Fruit crumble slice

Melting moments

Vanilla iced sponge

Fresh fruit

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Shepherds pie
Veg of the day

Spaghetti Bolognaise
and garlic bread

Sausage, mash or chips
and beans

Veg of the day

Cheese and ham panini

Yoghurts
Milk or water

Milk or water
Tomato ad basil pasta
and garlic bread (v)

BBQ chicken, rice and
tortilla

Veg of the day

Veg of the day

Jacket potato and
cheese (v) or ham

Cheese panini (v)

Jacket potato and
beans, cheese (v)

Jacket potato and tuna

Chocolate brownie

Various melon or

Cherry muffins

Fruit crumble slice

Flapjacks

Fresh fruit

Fruit bowl

Fruit bowl

Fruit bowl

Yoghurts
Milk or water

pineapple slices
Fruit bowl
Yoghurts

Yoghurt

Yoghurts

Yoghurts

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Milk or water

Lunchtimes at Dean Valley will continue to be staggered for the autumn term, but the children will be
served a hot school dinner every day. We will be changing the menu each term and will continue to seek
feedback on the options we offer from both parents and children.
We will also be introducing our new ordering system in September, children will be able to select their
lunch each morning from the new menu above. They will then wear a coloured band on their wrist to
identify which option they chose. We are hoping that this will be a successful addition to lunchtime and
school dinners and will please children as they are then guaranteed to get the lunch they would like.
Mrs Mackenzie, Mrs Morgan and Mrs Palmer along with our lovely midday assistants are all looking forward to seeing the kitchen return to being busy!

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how fragile life is.
The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on children and young people’s
mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.
http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933
Community
Mental Health Helpline—0300 303 3972
Local NHS Trust, Cheshire and Wirral Partnership (CWP) has launched a new mental health helpline for residents of Cheshire West,
Cheshire East and Wirral.
Open 24 hours a day, seven-days a week, it is open to people of all ages including children and young people who need urgent mental
health support. The helpline is part of the NHS Long Term Plan to improve access to mental health support. Originally due to go live
next year, it has been fast-tracked to be available to support local people during the Covid-19 pandemic.
What to do if you need urgent mental health help:





Please call 0300 303 3972 and our dedicated local NHS staff will support you to access the help you need;



Please note, A&E and 999 are not the best places to get help for the majority of mental health problems – call 0300 303 3972
to be directed to the best local service to support you;



The helpline is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week and is open to people of all ages – including children and young people;
The helpline is now the first port of call for mental health help – it is operated by people in your local area who will know how
best to support you. If you call NHS111 you may have to wait longer for help and will be re-directed to this local service – so call
0300 303 3972;

You should still call 999 or go to A&E if you have an immediate, life-threatening emergency requiring mental or physical health
assistance;
For non-urgent help and general wellbeing advice, the CWP website contains information and links to resources to support people
with anxiety, low mood, and worries relating to the current Covid-19 pandemic www.cwp.nhs.uk
For children and young people there is also a dedicated website MyMind.org.uk

The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and
then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.

Super Learning Week

What a wonderful last week or so we have had to finish our time in Reception. The
laughter, games and smiles have been uplifting. Our class sports day was not as
other years but they approached it with confidence, teamwork and enthusiasm.
We as a Reception Team have so enjoyed meeting and learning with all your wonderful little people. They make everyday special for us and their friends.
You have given them strong roots to start their learning adventures, now watch
them fly.
A big thank you for all the generous gifts we have all received we were overwhelmed by your kindness.
I started this year by telling you this was my dream job and it really has been, I
just wish we had s’more time together.
Mrs Dumbleton and the Reception
Team.

Super Learning Week

We have had another lovely
week in Year 1. We very much
enjoyed working with Rafael
Braga a Capoeira artist. It was
fabulous to learn a new skill. I
think we all did really well. We
have been learning about Brazil
as a country and the festival
Mardi Gras. We designed our
own Mardi Gras costumes and
masks, we were so creative.
We have enjoyed looking at the
wonderful displays that Mrs
Mackenzie has created in the
school kitchen and on the display
boards for Club@DeanValley.
It has been a lovely last week
and 2 days.
Lots of love to you all xx

Article 27 (adequate standard of living)
You have the right to food, clothing, a safe place to live and to have your basic needs met. You
should not be disadvantaged so that you can’t do many of the things other children can do.

Super Learning Week

Charlie Marmion learning a new sport to complete his Blue Peter sport
badge
Kirsten Producing a fabulous and clear poster to share the message about
helping our environment to apply for the green badge
Elsie and Alyssa who enjoyed a well deserved gingerbread man after retracing their steps from last week on a litter pick around Bollington.
They filled two bin bags!
Lyla embracing the challenge and fingers crossed she is awarded with her
badges. (sport, green and blue)

Another fantastic week in Year
2. We have had a pick and week
mix of learning this week. Many
of us have completed our work
towards the ‘green Blue Peter
Badge’ and with that a few of us
have been inspired to join in
with the six badges of Summer
and have completed work for
the sport badge and the traditional blue badge also.
Brazil was also a focus this
week where we researched the
country and explored the artist
Romero Britto. Many of us created vibrant master pieces inspired by him.
Finally after our visit to school
last week we reflected on our
memories of Year 2 and shared
information about ourselves
with Mrs Heys and Madam
Leicester. We have been very
creative with the ways we have
chosen to share it. We hope
they like our work.

Article 2 (non-discrimination)
The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family
background.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without
discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities
or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family
background.

How lovely to see you all at school today. It was amazing to chat to you all
and Mr Hasler certainly enjoyed getting to know you. I hope you all had
fun and now feel excited about your
return to school.
A huge thank you for your poster it is
fantastic . And thank you for your
kind words, cards and gifts. They
were greatly appreciated, and really made
us smile.
Have a summer.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their
It has been lovely seeing your uploaded work and independent projects this week.
I have enjoyed seeing children litter picking around Bollington, creating plastic from milk,
checking air quality and seeing your fantastic ‘All About Me’ projects that you have shared for
Miss Hodgkiss.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to
every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.

Shout-outs:
Parents: Thank you all for your help
and support with Home Valley. You
have all taken on a job which you did
not sign up to and I am incredibly
grateful for all that you have done.
Thank you for also keeping in contact
and sharing the children’s learning,
hobbies, and tasks.
Year 5 Keyworker children: All of
you have continued to impress me
each week with your resilience,
attitude, and growth mindset towards
being in school and part of the key
worker group. It has been great to
see many of you working with children
from other year groups and being
fantastic role models. You have all
made me and everyone that has
worked with you very, very proud!

Year 5 have had an amazing last full week of the Summer term. They have been busy writing letters to Mrs McDermott and creating Maths problems for her to discover more about
them. Many of the children have also created split face self-portraits to help highlight
their own hobbies and interests. These have once again impressed me and demonstrated
their incredible creativity and artistic talents. Miss Hodgkiss Xx

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child
without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion,
language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say,
whatever their family background.

Wow! Well done Year 6 on a fabulous assembly! You have done us proud, sharing your
future selves as well as remembering the great times you have had at Dean Valley.
Enjoy your well deserved summer holidays, stay safe and take care always.
Don’t forget once part of the Dean Valley family….always part of the Dean Valley
family! xx

