Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
Another week has gone by and I am thrilled to be able to say the long awaited guidance from
the DfE for the Autumn term has arrived!
For Key Worker children, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 school will finish on Tuesday 21st July
and we are now able to tell you that the Government have confirmed that schools will not be
required to open for Key Worker children or catch up lessons over the summer.
For those children who are attending school over the next two weeks and two days the primary guidance remains the same. It acknowledges that younger children cannot be expected to
remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff, it also states that ‘it is still important to
reduce contact between people as much as possible, so children , young people and staff where
possible, should only mix in a small consistent group and that small group should stay away
from other people and groups. If you can keep older children within those small groups 2 metres away from each other, you should do so.’ It also states that ‘Where desks are used, they
should be spaced as far apart as possible.’ The Government have reiterated that all guidance
for schools remains the same until the end of term. The emphasis remains on excellent hygiene and regular cleaning throughout school. All the children in school are doing brilliantly.
The main message to share from the new guidance is that, should all stay the same around
Covid-19 over the summer, we will be returning all year groups to Dean Valley in September
which has made us all smile! There is a lot of work to do around planning this and some of the
changes we have implemented already this term will most definitely be staying for the Autumn
term. We are now working on our plans so that we can share this with you as soon as possible.
We will also be making a Plan B which can be put into action immediately should things change,
we are still two months away from the start of the Autumn term, and we have already seen
how quickly things can change. No one can predict with certainty how the virus will play out
(either locally or nationally) over the next few months, but I am sure you will all join me in
crossing my fingers and praying that we all see our children return to school once more and
access the education and social aspect of life it offers.
This week has seen the return of Year 6 to Dean Valley, they have made us very proud in their
approach and although the end of their time at Dean Valley is very different to what they
were expecting they are showing incredible resilience and strength of character.
Over the last few months the Forest School area has steadily been developing and we now
have some new resources in place which have certainly been enjoyed this week. The arrival of
a fire pit and flint and steels kept year 6 busy yesterday and today the Key Worker group
have been creating signs for the tress, identifying leaves to put up the wooden plaques and
creating more Andy Goldsworthy inspired environmental art!

On Monday morning parents of children in year 2,3,4 and 5 will receive a form regarding the
transition visit to school on the 10th July (reserve day 17th July). This visit is to offer some
time in school with teachers and to support their transition to the next year group. We are
really looking forward to seeing children from Year 2,3,4 and 5 in school and we hope they will
enjoy seeing both their current teacher and their new teachers for September. We will be
working on video clips for all classes so that we can share how class rooms will look and to explain how we will be arriving to school and changes to routine which will help them settle quickly when they return. Transition sessions for Reception and Year 1 will happen whilst they are in
school over the next few weeks.
As always thank you for your ongoing support—it is very much appreciated by us all. We miss
the Dean Valley family and are all really looking forward to getting back to a new normal when
we return in September!
Please continue to stay safe and take care,
Kind regards,

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how
fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on
children and young people’s mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.

http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933

The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Safeguarding—thank you for your support in this area. Keeping in touch with you all is really important to us,
this isn't to see if you are taking part in home learning but simply to check that you are all ok. Please try to message
your class teacher once a week through the dojo or send a quick email to school, we still have a duty of care to every
child in school and really do want to know that you are all doing ok.
Supporting home learning—There are lots of resources on your child’s Class Dojo pages to support home learning and
the school website. Please contact us if you need any help in accessing resources or need paper copies, we are more
than happy to sort these and leave them for you in the yellow box outside the front of school. We can also provide
extra exercise books should you need them. Please let your child’s teacher know or email me and we can organises as
quickly as possible for you to collect.
The Gov.uk site has several documents to support you too. Please click on the links below.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and
then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.
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I want to give a shout out to the whole of reception for their attitude to AT Sports. Coach
Antony and Coach Nathan were so impressed. They kept commenting on what a great class
you are. Your listening skills, enthusiasm and willingness to try. You all tried your best at
both fielding and kicking while playing football rounders. Well done Rafe who caught the
ball and got a bonus 5 points.
In forest school this week reception were artist. They used clay and any natural items they
could find in the ground to make tree face. For anyone that has not seen Miss Ashcroft’s
masterpiece (although slightly scary with very realistic teeth) it is below.
It makes us all so happy and proud to see how you have all adjusted back into school, keep
it up Reception.

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination,
whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they
think or say, whatever their family background.
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Year 1 have had another super week!
The weather hasn’t put us off being
able to enjoy forest school and Antony sports time.
The children have been using coordinates to plan and create their own
islands which they then built using
natural materials. They have had
great fun creating musical pirate
ships on song maker. During our
phonics sessions we have been using
dictionaries to find the meanings of
different words.
We have created some fantastic
pirate portraits, written application
forms to apply for different jobs on
board a pirate ship.
In maths we have been comparing
numbers and having a look at ‘time’.
The children have enjoyed eating
their lunch in their classroom which
have been wonderfully made by Mrs
Mackenzie and Mrs Morgan.
The children have been doing a
great job and have embraced every
bit of the slightly new way of school
life—very proud of everyone—well
done!
It has been great having Miss Simpson and Mrs Weetman working with
the Hearts bubble—a super team!
Mrs Berge and Mrs CH have been
busy and getting stuck in with Moons
bubble—fab crew!
It is lovely that we can all see each
other (safely distanced) at playtimes and lunchtimes. The children
have been wonderful playing games
with each other even though they
are not near each other. Wonderful
social interaction with their buddies!
Looking forward to another great
week. I hope that you all have a
lovely weekend. Lots of love to you
all xxx

Article 31 (leisure, play and culture)
Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic
activities.
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Ellie who has developed her confidence, care and presentation of work during her home learning journey.
Luca always produces exceptional high quality work which he
takes pride in.
Toby demonstrating amazing computing skills
Joe is working extremely hard, helping mummy do her job
too.

Year 2 know how to work hard and still have fun. I’m so
proud of these children who don’t let anything stop
them. The weather has been miserable all week, some
have seen brothers or sisters return to school, others
are part of the key worker group for part of the week
and they know the summer holidays are looming.
Whatever is being thrown at these children they never
give up. Showing their commitment to school and resilience. Another fabulous week producing great work,
videos and just having fun. Keep it up team.

Article 2 (non-discrimination)
The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family
background.
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Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without
discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities
or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family
background.

Between us, we have now completed an amazing
1150 miles and are at the half way point (in
Croatia!) on our route map towards Egypt. Well
done and thank you to everyone who has contributed. Let’s see if we can cover the second
half before the end of July.
Shout-outs for
Everyone contributing miles to our Egypt
total.
Harry Tew for the most amazing science
write-up of his paper aeroplane investigation AND his story writing. Stunning
work.
Jack, Harvey H, Eva, Emma, Amelie & Alfie
for being such conscientious home learners every week.
Also a big well done to everyone who made
it on to the top ten leader boards. Well
done for playing this week.
We both really look forward to seeing you,
with Mr Hasler, on a visit to school before the
end of term. Mrs Heys & Mrs
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Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their
family background.

This week we have been creating our own fitness routines,
making Roman coins and finding out about life during the
Iron Age.
Thank you Year 4 for continuing to share your learning and
joining in with the class tasks. It’s always a pleasure to see
your happy faces, your wonderful writing and your exciting
projects.
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Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to
every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.

Year 5 Shout-outs:
Anna for being in the top five on Spelling Shed and TTR for multiple weeks – you are a star.
Bea for completing all your work to a high standard each week and demonstrating a growth mindset.
Lily and Jasmine, you both amazed me with your independent pancake making and decorating.
Amelie your positive attitude towards Maths and your ever-increasing knowledge is phenomenal.
George every time I see you in the key worker group you always have an infectious smile.
Gethin for developing your reading for pleasure and flying through the Harry Potter books.
Jazzy you blew me away with your dedication towards the design of your city.
Alfie each week you amaze me with your spelling practise – you are becoming a whizz at them.
Celia you worked incredibly hard on Mrs Tennant’s scratch music lesson – I’m sure she would be very impressed.

Year 5 have had a fantastic week building cities,
investigating perimeter and area, and exploring
Steven Brown. It has been great to how creative
they have been when bringing a Steven Brown
picture to life and their paintings inspired by the
artist are incredible. They continue to make me
proud with their attitude towards Home Valley
and their ability to overcome barriers during this
difficult time – keep going year 5, there is not
long left to go. I look forward to hopefully seeing
them next Friday, hearing all about their
experiences of Home Valley and sharing memories
of year 5! Miss Hodgkiss Xx
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Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child
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Year 6 have had an incredible first
week back at school and have enjoyed
spending time with their friends while
making some special memories along the
way. We have enjoyed PSHCE, music,
PE, geography, maths, literacy, computing—the list goes on.. Forest school
on Thursday was so much fun even in
the rain.. Well done Year 6. I am so
glad you had the opportunity to come
back and enjoy your final weeks at DV.

Dillan - For showing independence and commitment to school life
Sophie—For smiling and chatting, socialising and enjoying forest school
Charlie Du - for confidently sharing his ideas with his bubble
Henry —For amazing computing skills, creating music using Scratch
Jamie—for his attitude in all lessons and his focus when writing his letter
Lottie—For being so positive, energetic and enthusiastic
Everyone — team building skills in forest school

