Dean Valley Times

Dear Parents,

News from the Office...

We are now at the end of week 14, it still seems unbelievable that we
continue to be under such measures in order to keep people safe although it is good to see that there is some easing of rules happening.
I am sure many of you will share the same frustration as the staff at
Dean Valley this week, the opening of nonessential shops has seen interesting ques (with little or no social distancing) and from the 4th
July cinemas, restaurants, pubs, children’s playgrounds, museums and
galleries all open. This is hard to understand when schools are still
bound by strict rules regarding class size which means that even when
they drop the 2m rule on 4th July to 1m or more, nothing for us will
change. Keeping bubbles as separate as possible is still a key element
of protection in school, minimizing the contact where we can without
causing worry or upset.
On a positive note though Dean Valley couldn't be happier with the
way that the return to school is going, the children who are now back
in school are relaxed, happy and dealing with new routines confidently.
It has been lovely to see Year 1 settle as well as Reception did. A
huge thank you goes to Miss Greenwood and the Year 1 team , Mrs
Buckingham, Miss Simpson, Mrs Berge and Mrs Christian-Hare for all
they have done to prepare over the last few weeks and for the support and encouragement they have given to their children on their
first week back. It has been lovely to see Year 1 throw themselves
back into school life.
Bringing back year 6 has also been important to us all, there are so
many parts of the summer term which are rites of passage to them.
The feeling of conquering SATS, the Lakeside residential, the Production, Mystery Trip, Ice-creams from Granelli’s and then their leavers assembly and heading off for a class celebration at the end of the
final school day. The resilience and strength they have shown as they
lost one thing after another has been incredible and we are all super
proud of them . Leavers jumpers arrived and were given out immediately—they all look fabulous in them and we hope they wear them with
pride. We intend to make their last three weeks of primary school as
much fun as we can whilst supporting them with getting ready for the
transition to high school—which we all hope will go ahead in September. There are many schools who are unable to return Year 6 and at
times it was looking very much like we would be in that boat too so it
is with relief and excitement that we look forward to Monday. The
key worker bubble continues to grow but the commitment had already
been made to start Year 6 on the 29th based on numbers and requests we had received. We have asked about requirement/need for
the keyworker group regularly and are finding it increasingly tricky to
add more to that group now. Please bare with us if you are now expressing need as this takes time to rejig and keep bubbles safe and
we are stretched to meet the new demand.
The bubbles we have in school are there to protect children and
staff, hence why we don’t mix bubbles including adding children from
class bubbles into our Keyworker bubble on a Friday. It increases the
risk and could potentially mean sending two bubbles home should a
case arise

Following this week’s announcement about the changes from the 4th July, the guidance from the DfE remains the same, maintain bubbles of no more than 15. We have
been told to keep the measures we have in place, to keep adult interaction to a minimum and that social distancing should continue, especially between adults. Don’t forget testing is now available to anyone with symptoms of covid-9 including children
under the age of 5. Anyone experiencing a new, continuous cough; high temperature;
or a loss of, or change, in their normal sense of smell or taste can book a test.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

We still recognize as a staff that Y2,3,4 and 5 have really missed the face to face
support of teachers and have been looking at how we can get round this so that
each group can either come and do a visit on a Friday weather permitting or be part
of a virtual call before the end of term. We would love for classes to be able to see
their teachers and meet their new teacher for September. This would all have to
happen outdoors and would be for 45 minutes to an hour. In order to do this we
would be using strict social distancing though to protect the teachers who are already attached to bubbles and there will be no requirement for any child to attend,
it would be purely your decision. There are many reasons for doing the visit: to be
able to bring them into school, to have a face to face meeting with their teacher
and meet their new teachers officially, to let them see school is still here and even
though things are a little different the staff haven't disappeared and are looking
forward to their return and to let them have some kind of closure on the year before moving to the next year group in school after a gap of 6 months.
Further information on this visit—be it in the school grounds if the weather is good
or virtually if the weather turns will be sent home on Monday. Like sports day
there will be a date and a back up date, so the dates for your diary are the 10th July and the second chance date is the 17th of July.
Looking forward to September we are looking at how we will be planning for the
start of the new year, as it stands we currently do not have any concrete guidance
from the government. It could well be a full return and crack on as normal in primary schools, there are also scenarios being shared in the paper and news about class
bubbles of 30 who will be kept together in the day with the staff attached to the
class. As it stands there is simply nothing to share other than assumptions at this
point and rumour. My thoughts remain positive though and I sincerely hope that we
will be returning all year groups and moving learning forward for all. Once this guidance is received we will work quickly to keep you all up to speed with the information
you will need surrounding a return to school in September. Inevitably, some things
are likely to be different to previous years as a result of Covid-19, as always the
emphasis will be doing the right thing for the children so that their return is calm,
as stress free and supported as possible.
I would like to end with another huge thank you to all our parents and families, this
has (and still is) been an incredibly stressful time testing the resilience and
strength of each of us beyond our wildest dreams. Every step of the way you have
worked continually to keep going, keeping your children happy and their chins up.
The mammoth task you have met in trying to do your jobs, support home learning
and carry on with day to day necessities with little or no support in many case has
been daunting but you have all met that challenge head on and done the best you
can. I still think the home learning role is one of the toughest jobs I have ever done
and I spend each day feeling guilty that I am not able to give my children 100% because I am at work. I take solace though in the fact that I am not the only one having that battle and that at the end of the day all we can do is our best.
Take time with your family this weekend and raise a mug, beaker, glass of your favourite drink and toast yourself because you absolutely deserve
it.
Stay safe, take care and I really do hope I see you all soon!

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Space 4 Autism Training program—
Please follow the link to the school website http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/local-offer/9701 to

down load the training course information currently available.
Black Lives Matter—A parents’ Guide

This free guide has been produced for parents by a commercial business who offer a range of services to families.
This guide aims to provide parents with resources, advice and tips to ensure that children are aware of racial inequality. The guide can be found or downloaded from https://yoopies.co.uk/c/press-releases/blacklivesmatter
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how
fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on
children and young people’s mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.

http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933

Online Safety
Please use the valuable resources available below and on the website to support safety online., we know the use of internet can bring concerns and worries. These resources are here to support you.
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Safeguarding—thank you for your support in this area. Keeping in touch with you all is really important to us,
this isn't to see if you are taking part in home learning but simply to check that you are all ok. Please try to message
your class teacher once a week through the dojo or send a quick email to school, we still have a duty of care to every
child in school and really do want to know that you are all doing ok.
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and
then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.

Super Learning Week

Another wonderful week Reception, well done. You have been explorers, mathematicians, writers and individuals. This week has been spent nearly all outdoors. PE with
AT Sports was lots of fun this week, you listened carefully what to do and all tried
your best. Over in the forest school we explored the leaves we could find and then
used them in our art. What other way could we have imagined finishing the week on
the hottest day of the year but with some water fun. The smiles, the laughter, the
fun, these times are so precious.

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination,
whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they
think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

It has been wonderful
to have the majority of
Year 1 back in school
this week. We have
been very lucky with the
wonderful weather. We
designed and built pirate ships with natural
materials during our
Forest School sessions
then tested them to see
if they would float. We
dug the potatoes that
we have been growing
and shared them out so
that everyone could try
them at home. A very
impressive crop it must
be said. We have made
pirate hats and started
some pirate art. The
children have produced
some amazing writing
and shared some great
ideas. We have had
great fun using the music app Kandinsky to
produce some amazing
music art. A truly wonderful week.
We all can’t wait to do it
all again next week! xx

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination,
whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they
think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Sophie who has gained so much confidence in maths during lockdown and
tackling a range of calculations.
Charlie M just keeps persevering even when things are challenging
Oliver MB working hard to present his work well and using a pencil just to
please me!
Lyla who has produced a fabulous presentation of her work this week , developing her computing skills

Ahoy there my hearties. What perfect weather conditions we have had to sail the Seven Seas and that
is exactly what Year 2 have done. Drawing treasure
maps, writing messages in bottles, making pirate hats, writing
their own pirate code, and designing and making pirate pizza’s
are but a few of the pirate themed activities we have been
up to this week.

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child
without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without
discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities
or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family
background.

Eva , Amelie, Tasmin and Emma
for some great independent
story writing. We both enjoyed
reading and hearing them.
Alfie for amazing effort with
his maths work. You are making
us and your mum very proud.
Vinnie for another brilliant
drumming performance which
wowed us all.
Scarlet for adapting our science
task and showing super scientific thinking.
Everyone who has contributed
to our walk to Egypt...well done
and keep walking.
Everyone who has played
TTRockstars and Spelling Shed
you are doing a super job and
practising these skills will be a
super help when we return to
school.
A huge thank you to Caleb’s mum
who has inspired us again with a
fab zoom science lesson.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their
family

Tianna for her wonderful puppet show retelling
the class gladiator story.
Beth for building the walls of a Celtic roundhouse.
Freya, Milly, Beth and Helena for their semaphore register.
Milo W for outstanding consistency and effort.
Olivia and Dee for their dancing register!
Everyone who has sent pictures of their nature
’Lost Words’.
Thank you Year 4!

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to
every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.

Jasmine you have worked hard this
week to plan your own sports day, learn
how to tell the time, and complete your
learning. You also appeared in the
Macclesfield Express last week for
decorating Poynton for Ollies Army. You
are a superstar!
Lucas I have been very impressed by
your commitment to research and write an
incredible biography about Martin Luther
King. You also created your own sports
day and a pride party for all of your
family to take part in and enjoy – well
done!
Jess you continue to amaze me each
week with your enthusiasm towards
learning and developing your own skills.
Over the past couple of weeks, you have
worked hard to build your growth mindset
and develop your resilience towards
learning at home.
Rudi it was fantastic to see you and
your bubbly personality in school this
week. You worked hard in the key worker
group and demonstrated a positive
attitude towards being back in school. I’m
sure you will continue to shine over the
next couple of weeks!
Year 5 have had another incredible week
writing a biography about an inspirational
person, tackling tricky imperial units of
measure and exploring inequality around
the world. They have also created their
own sports day and despite the hot
weather, tested out many of the creative
activities. Year 5 continue to make me
proud of their resilience and growth
mindset towards learning from home and I
miss them all very much. Have a fantastic
weekend, Miss Hodgkiss Xx

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child
without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion,
language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say,
whatever their family back-

I have two shout outs this week. The first goes to the one and
only Year 6 class of 2020. The class that have been through
what no class have been through before. I am so proud of you,
and I know your parents are too, for all the hard work, effort
and determination you have demonstrated over the last term
while working from home. It is down to your energy, drive and
passion towards learning that we have made sure that you had
the opportunity to come back to Dean Valley next week in order
to get the send of you so very much deserve. I know after our
zoom chat today that many of you are excited about next week
and so you should be. Miss Hodgkiss and I can’t wait to see you
on Monday!
Secondly, a shout out goes to every single Year 6 parent who has
worked tirelessly to keep their children’s spirits up when our
residential was cancelled or they simply missed their friends and
the structure of the school day as well as those that positively
engaged them with the work set. You are all amazing. I also
want to thank you for all for the support you have given to me
and my family over lockdown and let you know how much it was
appreciated. I promise to look after your children over the next
few weeks as best I can, we will smile and laugh every day and
make memories that will last a lifetime. Mrs McDermott x x x x

