Dean Valley Times

Dear Parents,

News from the Office...

Finally, after what seems to have been the longest 3 months in our lives life is beginning to show a return to some kind of normal. What a difference having more
children in school has made to Dean Valley this week, the buzz of chatter and laughter has been simply lovely and we couldn’t be prouder of the children in reception
for their amazing return to school. It has been incredible to watch the confidence, resilience and excitement
that we have seen from them all in coming back to a
slightly different environment, new routines and new
staff! The children have been very enthusiastic telling
me how good it is too be back so they can play with
friends and that although it looks different it’s a good
different and they are happy. I would like to say a huge
well done and thank you to the reception team, Mrs
Dumbleton, Mr Hasler, Miss Ashcroft, Mrs Prout and
Mrs Sutcliffe have all done a fabulous job. It has been
lovely to see some of our parents too, thank you for your
support this week. You have all been brilliant at working
with new systems and so far they have worked well with
the one way system working as a great focus on feet for
coming in and constant movement meaning paths are
clear and access is easy. We will continue to monitor this
over the coming weeks as more children come back to
school, please bare with us if things need tweaking then
and any changes needed we will make quickly.
The key worker group has grown and we are now almost at capacity, this group have
also undergone a change this week in that Mrs Heys and Mrs Leicester have developed a new learning project based around an LS Lowry painting. This has involved
them doing maths, literacy, art, geography and history as well as PE and forest
school. To support much larger numbers when spread over 6 year groups is certainly
an interesting experience and this new format has been a huge success with the
support of Mrs Downie, Mrs McCluskey and Mrs Callow. Mrs McDermott has also
taken a group of key workers this week and they have focussed on poetry, maths,
art, PE and forest school activities too. A huge thank you also goes to these staff
as they are doing a great job and our keyworker children are enjoying a clear focus
and working on a variety of tasks.

We are all
hoping for the
return of the
sunshine next
week!
It has been wet,
wet, wet this
week but smiles
remained and
children loved
being outside
still.

We are looking forward to welcoming year 1 back next week and year 6 from the
29th, it feels a really positive step forward and my only wish is that we could bring
back year 2,3,4 and 5 too as the school simply isn't complete without them here.
Miss Hodgkiss and Mrs Lester will continue to support home learning next week and
from the 29th June I will take over home learning support so please send me a message through the dojo if I can help at all. Please let Miss Hodgkiss know if you need
packs printing out or new books and don’t forget to collect the extra resources we
have provided for year 2,3,4 and 5 if you haven't already.

Just a reminder that we are now charging again for use of school club (as of 15th June) and that
sadly we are only able to offer this service to our keyworker children bubble not the class bubbles.
We would love to offer club to all but do not have the staffing to be able to at this time. There will
be further information coming out next week about our before and after school provision soon as we
are changing the booking system. From September 2020 we are moving to an electronic system which
will be linked to parent mail. This means that you will be able to book and pay for sessions in advance.
This we hope should make booking and payment much easier for all. Please look out for the letter
which will be out towards the end of next week.
Looking forward with positivity as the country begins to take steps forward, we looking forward to
hearing about the governments plan for all children to return to school. We very much hope that this
will be inclusive of all year groups from September and at the same time! We are unable to bring
back year 2,3,4 and 5 this term whilst the current constraints are in place, this comes down to lack
of staff and space because of class sizes of 15. As soon as we have further information on this we
will plan accordingly sharing information as quickly as possible. I have also been asked about ‘summer
catch up school’ we are still in the dark about this as I write my newsletter and so am unable to give
you any information at all I am afraid. As with all announcements made connected to schools and the
provision we will be asked to offer I find out at the same time as you, please bare with us as soon as
we know anything we will look at what we can do.
Can I please remind you to check in once a week through the dojo, our duty of care remains the same
and it is important to us that we know you are all ok. I know that for those of you with no imminent
return that home learning and the challenges it brings are hard, I can see first hand the impact it
has had on motivation with my own children and find myself looking for ways to try to support them
in remembering how important that focus is. At home we are pushing the importance of trying (not
always with success) and try to do send something each week in to school—feedback from their
teachers definitely helps. Thank you for all that you are doing to support your children, we do understand the demand on you as parents is at an all time high so an upload once a week of a couple of pictures to your child’s portfolio would be amazing. It is lovely to look through task and pictures and it
is really clear that children are having a go and doing their best which makes us incredibly proud.
Although teachers are now attached to bubbles in school they are still checking the dojo after 4pm
every day and are available on a Friday should you need them. They are working hard to comment on
tasks and give feedback.
Miss Hodgkiss and Mrs Lester will be on hand to offer any help needed next week during the day
when all other class teachers are working with bubbles in school. Please message if they can be of
any help at all as they are there to help. Watch out for some new video sessions which will appear
delivered by them on your class dojo too as well the resources by Mrs Tennant, who is creating
weekly music lessons for each year group. They have certainly grabbed the attention of many of our
children which is great to see and these will again continue over the term.
The school website also contains a wide range of resources which can be used by children at home,
these include video lessons on the Oak National Academy link for specific year groups and ideas for
a range of subjects.
In a week that has seen more ups and downs in the news including further marches in London, the
continued impact of covid-19 on so many families, job security and increasing pressures as a result,
serves as a stark reminder to us all. #Bekind comes to mind, our community continues to offer support to each other - rays of light in darker times. Simple actions can have such lasting effects: remember a hello to a passing stranger may be the first voice they have heard all day, shopping for a
neighbour, a cup of tea on the drive with a family who are shielding, a letter, a phone call all just
minutes of your time. Kind words and deeds can have such impact. Marcus Rashford has been in the
news this week not for his football skills but for succeeding in campaigning
for change, his determination and complete understanding of the impact of
financial pressures parents face and the direct impact on their children led
him to stand firm and challenge the government to change their stance on
free school meals for the summer. His belief, his passion and his drive will
make a difference to many. A positive role model for our children I can’t
help but admire his achievement. In our own Dean Valley community we can
celebrate one of our own, Stanley Palmer. A pupil in y6, he has been busy
raising money for charity during his lockdown experience. As the swimathon was cancelled this year due to the coronovirus, he thought he would
set his own challenge and completed 5000 rows on his rowing machine. He
smashed it and raised £210 for Connie's Cadets who are raising money for
Manchester Childrens Hospital Scanner Appeal! What an incredible
achievement—another young man wanting to do something to help others.
Thank you Stan, you really are incredible and your actions will make a difference to many families.
I hope you all enjoy some better weather over the weekend, stay safe and I
look for ward to seeing year 1 and their families return on Monday.
Kind regards,

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how
fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on
children and young people’s mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.

http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933

The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Safeguarding—thank you for your support in this area. Keeping in touch with you all is really important to us,
this isn't to see if you are taking part in home learning but simply to check that you are all ok. Please try to message
your class teacher once a week through the dojo or send a quick email to school, we still have a duty of care to every
child in school and really do want to know that you are all doing ok.
Supporting home learning—There are lots of resources on your child’s Class Dojo pages to support home learning and
the school website. Please contact us if you need any help in accessing resources or need paper copies, we are more
than happy to sort these and leave them for you in the yellow box outside the front of school. We can also provide
extra exercise books should you need them. Please let your child’s teacher know or email me and we can organises as
quickly as possible for you to collect.
The Gov.uk site has several documents to support you too. Please click on the links below.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and
then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.

Super Learning Week

Reception shout out
To all the Reception who have returned to school this week we are increasingly
proud of you. You came straight in without a second thought. You have adapted to
the new environment and routines. You have tried lots of new things including AT
Sports in the rain without one complaint, exploring the forest school and joining
new bubbles. You have had a growth mind set through it all. Well done to you all.
Mrs Dumbleton

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination,
whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they
think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Thank you for sharing your wonderful activities. So much
fun learning going on. I look forward to seeing those of
you that are able to return to school on Monday. Please
don’t worry for those of you that are unable to as we will
keep in touch as much as we can. I hope that you all have
a wonderful weekend. Lots of love to you all xx
Discussing influential people during Black History
Month.

Acting out and recording different verbs.

Super descriptive writing.

Wonderful ‘Seaside’ poem
that Ole read and shared
on video

Fantastic ‘Seaside’ poem that Maddox read
and shared on video.
Lots of creative activities, sports games and super reading.

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination,
whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they
think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Another fabulous week this week from Year 2. Keep up the great work and continue
to complete the tasks as and when you can.
Congratulations to Evan, Josie, Alyssa our fabulous Year 2 artists.
Lyla, Harrison, Oliver MB, Charlie, Ella, Charlie G, Sophie, Eleanor and Alyssa masterchefs this week.
Evan and Kirsten our Year 2 mega mathematicians.
Elsie, Dougie and Oscar who have shown a mature understanding of ‘Our Diverse
World’

Lots of lovely
activities in year
2 have been done
this week. Well
done Year 2!

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child
without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without
discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities
or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family
background.

While still working through their maths books, reciting poems and designing and building
boats in DT (Shout outs for everyone who has shared their learning on those!) Year 3
have accepted the challenge to get to Egypt. Shout out to Amelie’s Mum for setting up
our tracking system and to everyone who has walked or pedaled miles – a fabulous 537 in
our first week! Special shout out to Harvey Williams for setting a cracking pace and to
everyone who is trying to keep up with him. Well done to Fraser and Rory for their
lengthy contributions too. Have a great next week and keep walking.... only 1779 more
miles to go, team!

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their
family background.
This week Year 4 have been learning a short story as part of a Talk 4 Writing process. We have
created story maps and have rehearsed them by acting out and writing the story from memory.
There is always lots to share, which is wonderful! Here are few examples from this week.
I have seen super videos from Ted, Erik and Lily where they have recorded themselves saying the
short story, Milo W has completed investigations looking at tooth decay and last week Freya
learned how to build a website! Milly has been speed bouncing and continues to set personal bests.
Finally, we have finished the art lesson of a moving gladiator and I have seen some great
examples including videos from Lola and Caitlin acting them out.
Have a great weekend everyone.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to
every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say,
whatever their family background.

Year 5 have continued to make me proud this week! They have worked incredibly hard to understand how to
keep our planet healthy, reduce the use of plastic and recap Maths learning from the Autumn term. They
have all showed determination, even when faced with challenging circumstances and demonstrated a great
growth mindset when things become a little tricky. Many of year 5 have also excelled in their hobbies, interests and skills and I have been very impressed with the number of books read and the amount of baking
carried out. I miss them and their smiling faces very much, but they are all Home Valley superstars!
Year 5 Shout-outs:
Bea: A huge well done for achieving 150 Dojo Points! You have worked incredibly hard on all your learning
and showed determination and resilience during this difficult time.
Amelie: I am incredibly impressed by your Maths learning and skills! Your confidence towards Maths topics
has grown and so has your positive attitude.
Elliot: Your extreme reading challenge photo was very creative! You continue to amaze me with the quality
of your work and dedication towards your learning.
Harry: Your use of prior knowledge to complete your Maths work is incredible! It was also great to see how
enthusiastic you were in the key-worker group and hear how much you enjoyed it.
Miss Hodgkiss Xx

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child
without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion,
language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say,
whatever their family background.

Hi everyone,
I have had lots of fun this week teaching y5/6 key workers. It has been so nice to get in the classroom once again and it has
reminded me how much I love the teaching profession. It has also been great to teach the sessions that I had planned for
y6. We have had some really interesting discussions this week, made some lovely art work and created imaginative poetry, we
were drenched during PE but we have had the best time! Looking on the learning platform, it is clear that you guys have been
working hard also. I have been so impressed yet again. I love how you all take on the projects so differently.
This week my shout outs go to:
Misha Alison – for her excellent, detailed, descriptive diary entry set in Sweden. I loved how you used your expression to read
it to me. I really enjoyed it.
Jasper Weller – for his commitment to improving both in literacy and maths as well as all the other exciting things you do each
week.
Flo Lomas – for her outstanding attitude towards each piece of work, I particularly loved your jelly fish to demonstrate the
Global Goal Life Below Water.
Charlie Dumbleton – for his cooperation and contribution to class discussions, it has been great working with you and you have
wowed me with your literacy and mats understanding, especially after all this time away from school.
Jamie Wainwright – for his commitment to improving the environment to protect nature, just beautiful.
Sam Bardsley – I loved reading your gorgeous poem.
Florence Meggitt – your creativity is never ending!
I could go on and on as you all make me smile at some point through the week.
Finally, I am very excited to see how many of you are coming back on the 29th June for the final 3 weeks of school. We are
already planning what is going to be a time to reflect on your time at Dean Valley and celebrate you as the Year 6 class of
2020, the ones that survived lockdown and still showed the commitment, the resilience and the sense of drive that I have seen
all year. I know it is important for you all to spend time together and make memories that will last a lifetime and I simply cannot wait for your return!! So enjoy your last week of home learning, review the global goals project, design your campaign and
make an impact on the beautiful world we live in.

