Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...

Dear Parents,
Week 12.
This week I have found myself searching for positives at times amid the
continual changes and challenges lockdown easing presents to us all and a
continually changing front in response to reopening schools.
When Cheshire East emailed on Wednesday to say that yes we were indeed
moving forwards and that plans to return Reception on the 15th of June
could go ahead I have to admit I was thrilled! I am so excited to have children returning to school from Monday in greater numbers, school needs its
learners back to bring life to a building which has sat quietly for 3 months
now.
In what has been an up and down week, emotions and change have been
shown to be firmly entwined. Watching the news over the last week the rate
that change is happening is almost unbelievable. The repercussions on our
children and families and those around the world of the covid-19 pandemic
looks to be long lasting: dealing with the illness and loss of loved ones, uncertainty of job security, loss of routine and making choices based on changing evidence and guidance. Then there are the troubled events across the
world in response to the death and funeral of George Floyd which have added a new edge of hurt and sadness and further questions from our children
on the world in which we live. Conversations in our house this week have revolved around respect, support and treating others the way we ourselves
want to be. Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every
child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever
their family background. I know that our children will all remember the importance of this article and now more than ever in the world our children
are growing up in this needs to be considered and followed. We are all equal,
all important, all individual and all special.
The change of emotions we have seen from our children in the last weeks
has also been hard to watch and listen to, frustration, sadness, unfairness
and drops in motivation—all of which we totally understand. The unfairness
of the situation —some children are returning to school and some are not,
sadness because children are missing their friends and the social aspect of
school. This sadness and frustration is shared by all of our staff. More than
anything we would love for our children to return to school and hope that
the positive move to bring back our first class on Monday is the start of a
new journey for us all—one that’s heading in a direction that will bring some
smiles once again.
At these times we recognise how important it is for children to have the opportunity to talk about what they are hearing and reading in the news, having the ability to share thoughts and opinions, recognise the social importance of friendship, co-operation, support and tolerance are so important.
Every week I put some time aside to go through the dojo, enjoying sharing in
the learning happening at ‘Home Valley’ and each week I am amazed by the
effort and determination that so many of our children are applying to the
tasks and activities they have a go at. The resilience of our children and you
their parents, continues to astound me and we remain grateful for your support, encouragement and kind words.
Reports were sent out for your children this year by email, I hope that everyone has enjoyed reading them and celebrating with their children. Thank
you to parents who sent their email receipt of report, if you haven't replied
by email please could you do so as soon as possible so that we can be sure
everyone has received and read them.

I know that many parents may still have mixed feelings on the re-opening of school and
that the decision to send your child back remains a difficult decision, but now more than
ever it is clear that schools offer children the ability to gain the experiences of greater
social interaction which is so critical to their well being and a support network that helps
them to deal with change.

I have left the above picture in the newsletter to remind you to look at the page on the
website specifically for re-opening school as there are many questions and answers that
may help you and some resources to support children. I have also added the risk assessment that covers the re-opening of school, this looks at everything from bubbles arriving
to cleaning and PPE. It is there to reassure parents again that the things that are in
place are there to help to keep children and staff safe.
We will continue to do the absolute best we can to return each class from the 15th of
June and to support our lovely Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 children so that they continue to have
input and support at a time when we are unable to bring them back too. We are doing our
utmost to be able to return Year 6 so that we can let them celebrate their time at primary school and I hope to share this plan with parents soon. We now have final numbers
for Year 1 and would like to ask that if you haven't let us know that you may need Keyworker provision this half term that you do so in the next few days in order to allow us to
make firm plans for our Year 6 cohort.
Last week’s newsletter contained a lot of information about home learning, which I hope
has reassured you that we intend to continue to provide a high standard of work for your
children and that the only change would be the response of teachers through the day.
This is because they are linked to bubbles in school. Next week Miss Hodgkiss and Mrs
Lester will be able to offer support during the week as well as myself so please contact
us if we can be of help in the day.
This week I sign off knowing that I will see some more of our families on Monday as you
drop off at school for the return of our two reception bubbles. Enjoy following the new
footprints—I can’t wait to see if you can work out which animals they belong to!
Please continue to stay safe, take care and be proud of all you have done to support your
child/ren in the most difficult times many of us will ever encounter.
Kind regards,

Vicky McPherson

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how
fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on
children and young people’s mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.

http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933

The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Safeguarding—thank you for your support in this area. Keeping in touch with you all is really important to us,
this isn't to see if you are taking part in home learning but simply to check that you are all ok. Please try to message
your class teacher once a week through the dojo or send a quick email to school, we still have a duty of care to every
child in school and really do want to know that you are all doing ok.
Supporting home learning—There are lots of resources on your child’s Class Dojo pages to support home learning and
the school website. Please contact us if you need any help in accessing resources or need paper copies, we are more
than happy to sort these and leave them for you in the yellow box outside the front of school. We can also provide
extra exercise books should you need them. Please let your child’s teacher know or email me and we can organises as
quickly as possible for you to collect.
The Gov.uk site has several documents to support you too. Please click on the links below.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and
then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.

Super Learning Week

Reception have been considering diversity this week we loved reading the story “Here We are:
Notes for living on Planet Earth” by Oliver Jeffers a must read on my bookshelf. They have been
thinking about similarities and differences and celebrating them. Finley noticed people’s feelings
considering who was happy and sad and that he could tell if they are laughing or crying. Matilda and
Halle have thought about others feelings, by putting lots of smiles on faces I’m sure, by delivering
party bags to their friends. Eadie has made flapjacks for her family and friends that I’m sure would
make them happy. Reggie decided it’s not what is the same or different about people that matters,
it is on the inside what counts. “It doesn’t matter does it mummy,” he said. Daniel made a huge
skeleton and used it to show we are all the same on the inside. Thomas noticed differences in people
but said we are all people sharing our world. Well done Reception.

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination,
whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they
think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Amazing independent
reading at home!

Hi Year 1,
It has been lovely once again to see your wonderful efforts
over the last couple of weeks. I absolutely love the variety
of activities that you have been having a go at home. I love
the effort and enthusiasm you have been putting in to your
learning. I think it is great that you have been enjoying the
tasks and making the most of how creative you can be. I
miss you all very much and can’t wait to see you all soon.
Lots of love to you all xx
Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination,
whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they
think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Year 2 whole class shout out for continuing with their hard work, fun and development of skills. Despite being faced with disappointment and knowing they won’t be coming back to school they have
remained positive, approached their work in a variety of ways and taken on board the importance to
maintain their efforts for a few more weeks.
Ewan who has impressed more than just me with the speed of his maths work.
Dougie who doesn’t need to be at school to go on visits and has enjoyed ‘school trips’ with his family.
James is developing his skills in order to compete in Junior Master chef. Following different recipes,
weighing the ingredients and eating the finished products before I’ve had chance to see it!
Oliver MB who has taught me so much about different footballers this week. Many of the facts he
has read out to me which have included some very challenging words. Great work Oliver.

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention
applies to every child without discrimination,
whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever
they think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without
discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities
or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family
background.

This week in the home-learning lives of Year 3, we’ve all been writing some poetry.
So ’Thank you!’ to ALL for your verses poetic – from the rather light hearted to the quite prophetic.
We’ve enjoyed raps, rhymes and recitals all this week and it’s not just the children willing to speak
As many a parent has also been sharing their favourite poems with great wit and daring.
So shoutouts for everyone whose work we’ve seen, reciting their verses on our dojo screen.
To hear all your voices has been such a treat but to single out one is too much of a feat.
You’ve performed and recited in all manner of ways so THANK YOU from both Mrs Leicester & Heys!

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their
family background.

Well done to everyone in Year 4 for continuing to send me their wonderful work. I
have really enjoyed watching your personal best challenges, seeing your Roman mosaics and standing soldier creations. I love reading your gladiator descriptions and
seeing more of your own independent home learning. If you are finding something
tricky or would like more challenges please continue to message me. I am more than
happy to help.
Keep smiling! Mr Hasler.

Super Learning Week

A shout out goes to Bea from her Mum because
She is incredibly proud of how hard Bea is working.
She has a great attitude, goes over and above and
takes pride in her work.!
Well done Bea

Year 5 have had another fantastic week
working towards the Global Goals. They continue to impress me with their Maths
knowledge and have applied their understanding of addition and multiplication to
mark my work – I think some of them should
be teaching me! In English, they have written
and performed their own inspirational
Growth Mind-set poems, that can hopefully
be used to help motivate others. The children have also made me very proud of their
attitude towards how poverty around the
world and in the UK needs to be resolved and
they have earned their well-deserved Global
Goals badge for working towards achieving a
Happy and Healthy Life. Year 5 amaze me
each week with their resilience, dedication
to learning and ability to tackle every challenge I throw their way (I need to start
thinking of harder ones!). I miss them all
very much and know they will continue to display their positive attitude over the coming
weeks. Stay safe, keep in contact and be
kind.
Miss Hodgkiss Xx

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to
every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status,
whatever they think or say, whatever their family background.

Super Learning Week

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every child
without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion,
language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say,
whatever their family background.

What a week Year 6!
It was incredible to see most of you on Monday. I couldn’t believe how much you had grown and matured and you looked AMAZING in your hoodies – you picked great colours this year.
I hope you have managed to wear them every single day and that they always remind you of Dean Valley and your epic class of
2020. I also hope that you enjoyed reading your reports. Remember the reports only reflected the learning and progress that
took place up until March so well done all of you for achieving so much during your years at Dean Valley.
My shout out this week has to go to the whole class. Even though the reports have gone out and you are wearing your hoodies
with pride, you have not stopped working incredibly hard. I have been amazed by the standard of work again this week. We
have posters campaigning for equal opportunities for all, music composition and music videos created digitally online, you have
investigated a variety of people from around the world and compared their lives to yours within our topic of a happy and healthy
life and you have smashed work on formula and equations – well done as we hadn’t completed too much of this prior to lockdown. I have loved reading your diaries and hearing the emotion portrayed throughout, you also included a lot of historical
understanding within your diary which is a true skill. Alongside this, you are still developing your own line of enquiries too which
is fantastic to see! I simply could not ask for more!
So have a fantastic weekend, try to get out and be around friends, family and loved ones. Play a game of footy at the rec or go
for a walk along the canal. Whatever you chose to do, put you and your healthy mind-set first.
Mrs McDermott

