Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
Week 11.
The weather up until the last few days has certainly been on our side—nothing better than a bit of
sunshine! Fingers crossed the rain and sleet/snow in Scotland is not here too long although the
school field certainly is appreciating water as are my hanging baskets which I never seem to remember!
It is 11 weeks since school closed in response to the Coronavirus pandemic and I am really missing
the children this week (I have missed them every week but this week seems particularly hard).
My house this week has been up and down again, some days everyone is happy and some days things
feel fractious and levels of anxiety are high. The lockdown changes released from the government
seem to happen so quickly and don’t always feel very fair and the impact on children is changeable—
some good and some not. The frustration of not knowing when schools will open more fully certainly
are impacting on them and I am only sorry I don’t have firm answers for them or in turn for our
Dean Valley parents and children for those who aren't in the chosen list to return as yet.
This week has been a busy one in school with us making changes and further planning for the
phased return of more children from the 15th June. The staff have worked incredibly hard yet
again this week coming in at different times to prepare school with the aim of keeping the Dean
Valley feel but ensuring that all surfaces are clear and that any resources/furniture which isn't
needed is removed. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff, the long hours
they are putting in including holidays and weekends is appreciated by everyone and will ensure that
the gradual re-opening of school is as safe as possible! Risk Assessments and Policies have again
been rewritten and altered and the resources and activities planned over the half term considered
in response to these documents.
On Monday 8th June your child/rens annual report/s will be shared with you by email obviously
these are a little different to previous years as they report on your child’s attainment up to the
point we closed in March so cannot offer end of year assessment this time. Each teacher will be
emailing the reports so if you would all be kind enough to send a message through the dojo stating
the email you would like the report sent to we would appreciate this greatly. Anyone who does not
have access to an email address will have a printed copy left in an envelope for them to collect
from Monday afternoon, after 3:15.
Cheshire East have written a further letter to parents explaining the approach they have taken to
a phased return to school. If you would like to read it you can find the letter through this link.
Over the last few days we have been working with parents of children in Reception and Year 1 to
understand how many children will be returning to school from the 15th and the 22nd June. Thank
you to all parents for replying so quickly and talking to us about your thoughts. We know now that
we have 2 reception bubbles and 2 year 1 bubbles coming back to school. We also now have a larger key worker bubble than before. Please can you let us know ,if you haven't already, whether you
think you will need this provision before the end of term as this will impact on staffing and space
for any possible year 6 return. The key worker group is now sitting at two bubbles.
We have spent lots of time considering staffing of bubbles and spaces which will be used to ensure
enough space is given for children as well as considering how home learning will continue for those
children who are staying at home still—either because they are not going to return with their class
this half term or because they are in Year 2,3,4 or 5. Teachers will not be able to teach the whole
of their class and this means that teachers will be in school teaching bubbles as well as planning
for home learning. This does mean that teachers will not be able to respond in the same way they
have been so far.
Staffing
Reception Bubble 1—Mrs Dumbleton and Mrs Sutcliffe (Monday to Thursday)
Reception Bubble 2—Mr Hasler, Mrs Prout and Miss Ashcroft (Monday to Thursday)
Year 1 Bubble 1—Miss Greenwood, Mrs Berge and Mrs Christian-Hare (Monday to Thursday)
Year 1 Bubble 2– Mrs Buckingham and Miss Simpson (Monday to Thursday)
Key Worker Bubbles—Mrs Heys, Mrs Leicester, Mrs Downie, Mrs McCluskey and Mrs Callow
Hone learning support—Mrs McDermott and Miss Hodgkiss
I am going to be honest with you all regarding year 6, as at this moment in time we are unable to
give a definite plan on returning Year 6 to school on the 29th June. We will review space and
staffing and be in touch over the next few weeks. What ever happens we will do something to celebrate their time with us and to make sure they know how proud we are of everything they have
achieved in their time with us.
We understand that the change in staffing will cause some anxiety for parents especially of those
children in year 2,3 and 4 as their class teachers will be working hard in school during the day and
not be available in the day to comment or support their classes as they have been doing previously.
As a staff we have met this week to discuss home learning and how we will be able to deliver this
from 15th June so I would like to share this plan with you.

From the 15th June Home learning will be done through a PPT format and video clips/links to appropriate learning
which will be consistent across KS1 and KS2, this may mean that your presentation looks slightly different to how it
did before—please don’t panic when you see it or feel overwhelmed. Simply do what you feel you can, and if you are
more comfortable in approaching all literacy first then you will still be able to do so. The reason we have gone to a
unified approach is because from the 15th June teachers who are not attached to a bubble will over see any issues,
questions or support needed for activities, the unified PPT will be easier to monitor. Mrs McDermott, Miss Hodgkiss and Mrs Lester will all be supporting home learning. Monday to Thursday Miss Hodgkiss will be attached to
Year 4 as well as Year 5, Mrs McDermott will support Year 3 as well as Year 6 and Mrs Lester and I will support
Year 2. If you want to ask questions or request help during the day you will be able to message them using the dojo
as they will be attached to each of these classes.
All class teachers will be available for a short while after school to comment on work and activities completed by
their own classes.
The biggest change will be the learning within the key worker group, this group will be doing daily projects under a
theme. This group changes throughout the week and different children attend for different days which makes
structuring tasks which flow from day to day very difficult across a wide range of year groups with increasing numbers. The tasks and activities focus will come from paintings, maps and books and will include work in English, Art,
Computing, Geography and History. PE sessions which follow social distancing as they have since March and careful
use of suitable equipment will continue with AT Sports, children will also have timetabled slots for forest school
and will work outside where ever possible. Maths will follow tasks around calculations and place value, this means
that calculations can be covered progressively in order to ensure that appropriate level of challenge and work is
done for each year group and ability within the bubble. It is not possible to continue with the home learning packs
for each year group within the key worker bubbles as the number of children is to high and the demand too much
with the staff cover we have for 4 year groups and 2 key stages.
Learning in school will also follow the home learning PPT, teachers will continue to share learning through the dojo
so that all can see what is happening either at home or in school. They will also have timetabled sessions in the forest school, use of computers/iPad and PE sessions with Antony and Nathan. Outdoor learning will be used wherever
possible for all year groups who return.
The emphasis in every classroom for children returning to school will be upon emotional well-being, behaviour and
building routines. We are very aware that some children may return confidently and some may find the emotional
change and environment they are returning to challenging. Our aim is to support their transition back to school
building confidence and resilience.
Home learning will also focus on well-being as we know that momentum, energy and drive is challenging (I am seeing
this first hand at home too). We are looking at a whole school approach to themes and transition activities which
will help all children to begin to prepare for whatever the return in September will look like! It is important that
they remain positive and will be good to get to know their new teachers a little. Staff will also be sharing video
book readings, messages and short video clips to teach an objective—these video clips will be pre-recorded rather
than live teaching sessions.
All year groups will have access to the White Rose resources, these will be found on the website on each year
groups class page along with the home learning pack and any resources for that week.
The website has a new section, Re-opening School Safely, this has a wealth of information regarding opening school
and hopefully answers lots of questions which I know I have addressed with some parents already. There are also
some resources which may be useful and a song and two videos around social distancing, we will encourage children
in reception to give each other space, to use bins for tissues, and wash hands but we know social distancing will be
as difficult as herding fish! Year 1 and Key worker groups will work at separate tables and be reminded of space,
hygiene and catch, bin it, kill it!

As always I am here if I can help in anyway so please shout, email or phone. Thank you for your continued support
and positivity, it really does help and your messages are making us all smile.
Stay safe, take care and I really do hope that I will see you soon!
Kind regards,

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how
fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on
children and young people’s mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.

http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933

The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Safeguarding—thank you for your support in this area. Keeping in touch with you all is really important to us,
this isn't to see if you are taking part in home learning but simply to check that you are all ok. Please try to message
your class teacher once a week through the dojo or send a quick email to school, we still have a duty of care to every
child in school and really do want to know that you are all doing ok.
Supporting home learning—There are lots of resources on your child’s Class Dojo pages to support home learning and
the school website. Please contact us if you need any help in accessing resources or need paper copies, we are more
than happy to sort these and leave them for you in the yellow box outside the front of school. We can also provide
extra exercise books should you need them. Please let your child’s teacher know or email me and we can organises as
quickly as possible for you to collect.
The Gov.uk site has several documents to support you too. Please click on the links below.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and
then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.
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