Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
Week 9. This week has been a busy one in school as the guidance has been added to and Cheshire
East Authority have shared their position with us regarding the possible return to school in June,
this was shared with all parents across the authority on Wednesday and I know all local schools are
following the guidance set out by them.
Along with a shorter newsletter from me you will have received today the longest letter I think I
have written since being head! This lays out in a little more detail some of the things to expect
once your child returns to school and the dates of return for Reception, Year 1 and hopefully Year
6 from 29th.
From the 15th June when Reception return to school we will be working on a four day week in
school, opening from Monday to Thursday. The children in the keyworker group will continue to
have access to that provision five days a week. The new buzz word in school over the last week has
been ‘bubble’, and planning for our ‘bubbles’ and how to keep children and staff in ’bubbles’ safe
has been key to us being able to plan with confidence to begin the phased return of more children
in to school. It is important for parents to understand that ’bubbles’ aren't interchangeable—once
in a bubble you stay in a ‘bubble’ and once in that class ‘bubble’ we can’t move children in and out of
the key worker ‘bubble’.
Our bright Dean Valley classrooms have begun to change slightly and will look a little different on
your child’s return. After half term when changes are complete we will film a virtual tour of school
so that you can see and share with your child/ren the visual changes. We are hanging on to our
bright, bold, and stimulating displays though! It’s the cushions, curtains, beanbags that have had to
go for the time being along with extra chairs and furniture! No clutter anywhere in school.
The Dean Valley team remain in good spirits and continue to be positive about the path leading
slowly back to children returning, I have sat this week in each classroom contemplating what it is I
miss most about our children. Is it the buzz of noise, the enthusiasm children face everything
with, laughter, sense of fun and sharing thoughts and ideas, friendship? The answer I decided is
that its all of these and so much more, there is no one thing I miss most or that the teachers and
staff in our school miss most. A school without children feels a little sad, a little lost. The children
bring it to life, they instil energy, determination and resilience to tackle challenges, work as a
team, bring ideas and have fun. I for one simply can’t wait for our children to come back even if it
is a little different, even if we have some new routines to follow, even if it’s a little strange because as a team we can get through anything.
This week in my house I shared the news that two out of three children may be returning to school
before the end of the term, but that for one it would most definitely be September. It’s a difficult thing to explain, who makes the choices of year groups and why and I share the frustration
that for some children it looks highly likely to be September before they are able to return. My
stance was along the lines of its best to be safe, to do things slowly rather than rushing to get
everyone back in and making mistakes because it would be much worse to go back than to continue
to move forward carefully and positively. There will come a point in time that we are all back together at Dean Valley and that life will regain a little more normality but with maybe one or two
routines that will be around for some time in order to keep us safe.
I thought it might cheer year groups up to know which teacher they will have next year, so here is
the staffing list for September 2020
Reception—Mrs Dumbleton
Year 1—Miss Greenwood,
Year 2—Mrs Buckingham,
Year 3—Mrs Leicester and Mrs Heys
Year 4—Mr Hasler
Year 5—Miss Hodgkiss
Year 6—Mrs McDermott
It is now half term, I hope that you all manage to enjoy some family time and some sunshine. This
half term has gone at times quickly and at times slowly, its certainly had some low moments and
some tough weeks. Please take time to look after yourselves, be proud of all you have achieved over
the last half term—I refer back to my superhero newsletter—You are all exceptional people with
exceptional powers. The resilience, determination, courage, tolerance, sense of responsibility,
fighting spirit, kindness, generosity, bravery, inspiration, ability to make sacrifices and the
strength of character you show are truly inspirational.
Please give yourselves another huge round of applause when you read the newsletter this week, in
Dean Valley eyes you continue to be superheroes.
Stay safe, take care and I really do hope that I will see you soon!
Kind regards,

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how
fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on
children and young people’s mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.

http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933

The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Safeguarding—thank you for your support in this area. Keeping in touch with you all is really important to us,
this isn't to see if you are taking part in home learning but simply to check that you are all ok. Please try to message
your class teacher once a week through the dojo or send a quick email to school, we still have a duty of care to every
child in school and really do want to know that you are all doing ok.
Supporting home learning—There are lots of resources on your child’s Class Dojo pages to support home learning and
the school website. Please contact us if you need any help in accessing resources or need paper copies, we are more
than happy to sort these and leave them for you in the yellow box outside the front of school. We can also provide
extra exercise books should you need them. Please let your child’s teacher know or email me and we can organises as
quickly as possible for you to collect.
The Gov.uk site has several documents to support you too. Please click on the links below.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and
then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.

Article 3 (Best interests of the child)
The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and
actions that affect children.

Wow Reception you amaze me on a daily basis, I love seeing all the wonderful learning you are doing at home and out and about. The sunshine has given lots of chance
for outdoor learning. I see that lots of you have found some of the mills in Bollington this week. Been spotting odd and even numbers and writing some great speech
bubble. Out of the mouths of babes!
As always you are keeping up with your phonics and reading. It is very import to
keep doing these little and often. The more you practise the easier it becomes.
That goes for almost everything in life actually. I want to shout out how proud I am
of you. I am really missing you but it makes me happy thinking about when we meet
again and you can tell me all about your Home Valley experiences.
Have a wonderful but restful half term.

A big shout out goes to
Erin from her Mum and
Dad for helping to make
an amazing Hey Duggee
clubhouse as a surprise
for her little brother :)
Well done!

Mirabelle would like to give a big
shout out to Tobias who has been
super kind and generous in lending
her his amazing ride on and remote
control police car!
Thank you Tobias!

Article 5 (parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities) Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities of parents and carers
to provide guidance and direction to their child as they grow up, so that
they fully enjoy their rights. This must be done in a way that recognises
the child’s increasing capacity to make their own choices.

Miss Greenwood’s Shout Outs this week go to...
Well done everyone for a fantastic start to the Summer Term. The different activities that you have been
doing whilst at home have looked amazing. So much variety and a wonderful time spent outdoors in the
beautiful weather. Your mini- projects and a love for the Global Goals topic has been amazing. Hopefully
in a few weeks time we will be able to see each other again, I do hope so because I have missed you all so
much.
Keep smiling and being wonderful.
Lots of love Miss Greenwood xxx

A ‘Shout Out’ for Mrs
McPherson on behalf
of all the children,
parents and staff.
Well done Mrs McPherson for writing so many
lovely newsletters and
making videos of the
‘Shout Outs’ each
week. You have done
an amazing job of
keeping everyone updated and everyone’s
spirits as high as possible. Thank you from us
all! xxx

Super Learning Week

Mrs Buckingham’s Shout Outs go to …
Another week has flown by in Year 2. We have come to an end of ‘Life below Water’ and it has been joy to watch how
the children have approached the different tasks so creatively. I’ve seen puppets being made and incredible sewing
skills, puppet shows that encourage people not to pollute our seas, artwork of sea life, a vast range of boats being made
and tested to see if they float or sink, science investigations (not always working but never giving up and questioning
why), I’ve received post in school, baking to support maths and showing arrays, incredible written work about the Ugly
Sharkling, children sending me video messages and the list goes on. Year 2 this week the shout out goes to all of you.
Even on tough days you have kept sending photos of your work and videos explaining your ideas. You have persevered and
remained positive. A huge thank you also goes to your mummy and daddy who have been part of your home learning journey, helping you every step of the way.
Have a well deserved half term break, have lots of fun and stay safe.
Missing you all,
Mrs Buckingham

Article 6 (life, survival and development) Every
child has the right to life. Governments must do all
they can to ensure that children survive and develop
to their full potential.

Article 29 (goals of education) Education must
develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their
parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.

Mrs Leicester and Mrs Heys have given a Shout Outs to…

A whole class shout out from Mrs Leicester and Mrs Heys this week for a fantastic half term of learning
at Home Valley. Year 3 (and their parents) have embraced our Egyptian topic with great enthusiasm and
creativity. Checking the dojo each day has been a joy, we have seen beautiful pieces of art, creative story writing, science experiments, super problem solving in maths, performances of songs, poems and stories and lots more. You all show a great attitude to learning and we have been inspired (we definitely
have some new ideas for our own teaching next time! ) So a big thank you to you all and enjoy half term!

A big shout out to Helena for
keeping her Mum and Dad
entertained with her Magical
Maths Magic Show, they are
really proud of you for working so hard to make invitations and working on the
show. It was lots of fun and
just what they needed!

Article 24 (health and health services) Every child
has the right to the best possible health. Governments
must provide good quality health care, clean water,
nutritious food, and a clean environment and education
on health and well-being so that children can stay
healthy. Richer countries must help poorer countries
achieve this.

A big shout out goes to Mr Hasler from
Freddie and Luke as you really made them
smile when you did a doorstep visit. You have
been super supportive during lockdown, setting great work and your daily entertaining
register has been a lockdown daily hit in all
families! Thank you Mr Hasler!

Mr Hasler’s shout outs this week go to ...
A huge well done to everyone in Year 4 this week. We have started our Roman topic
and I have been very impressed with the amount of research and interest we have
had. The children have been sharing their ideas onto a shared platform (Padlet)
and have written excellent sentences linked to their grammar focus. I have received super mosaic designs and a fantastic stop frame animation. Lots of children
have been inspired by the music challenges Mrs Tennant set and they have created
their own instruments. I would love to see a home-made band when we return to
school! I am very proud of you all and miss you all very much! Keep running.
Mr Hasler.

Super Learning Week

Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) Every
child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all
matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken
seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration
proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-day home life.

Miss Hodgkiss’ Shout outs go to….
Year 5 have finished their space topic this week and are all now qualified experts!
They were very lucky to have a sunny day so that they could investigate how the
movement of the sun creates days and nights and impacts our shadows. They have also
explored the planet Pandora – a mystical planet that is full of fascinating creatures –
and created a travel brochure to encourage all of Dean Valley to visit. It has been incredible to see how interested they have continued to be as they have been presented
with different space activities to complete. They have all ‘been out of this world’ and
I could not be any prouder of their dedication, resilience and positivity towards home
Valley. I am also incredibly grateful of the year 5 parents for their support this term
and for some, having to learn new topics along the way. I hope you all have a restful
break spending time with your family and developing your talents even further.
Remember to stay safe, be kind, have lots of fun and don’t forget to look up at the
sky!
Miss Hodgkiss Xx

Super Learning Week

Mrs McDermott’s Shout Outs this week go to…
A shout out goes to my absolutely incredible Year 6 class,
I wanted to let you know how extremely proud I am of you all. This summer term has been one like no other and you have
done so well, been so resilient and made every opportunity count. Last week you fully embraced lockdown SATs and I was
particularly impressed by crazy hair Friday! You all made such an effort! I loved seeing all of you that I could on Friday, it
really did made my day seeing you all smile and look so happy at home. You are coping really well and fully deserved your
yummy ice-creams.
This week again you have created some fantastic pieces of work from historical, time travelling stories to engaging to persuasive reading campaigns – you wow me with your talent each day. Your volleyball challenges have been great to watch and
it is nice to see you still trying to improve your personal best while at home, even if the dog doesn’t help at times Lottie
I hope you enjoyed your class zoom this week with Mrs Woods and Miss Healey, it was great to hear you ask some interesting questions regarding your transition to high school. Next half term we will prepare even more for this. Over the half
term, why not get yourself your pencil case ready with all you will need?
Now half term has arrived and I hope you all have the most relaxing break; enjoy time with family, embrace our fantastic
village and all it has to offer while keeping yourself healthy and happy both inside and out.
I miss you so much Year 6 but I hope to see you very soon.
Stay safe
Mrs McDermott x x x

Article 13 (freedom of expression) Every
child must be free to express their
thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds
of information, as long as it is within the
law.

Super Learning Week

Mrs McPhersons shout out to parents….
My shout out to parents is to say an absolutely massive thank you for being the most
resilient, courageous, supportive, kind, creative and utterly amazing superheroes.
You have been so enthusiastic about taking on your new positions as ‘home learning teachers’ alongside your jobs and lives. You have never complained but taken each step with us
and worked one day at a time.
Each day has brought its challenges (I completely understand and share those feelings)
but I think you should each congratulate yourself on being amazing and feel utterly
proud of all you have achieved each day—no matter how big or small.
Enjoy half term, I hope the sun continues to shine for you all.

Mrs McPhersons shout out to every Dean Valley Child….
My shout out to every single child in our school comes from being incredibly proud of
each and every one of you.
2020 for each of you is not quite what we thought it would be but you have bravely
taken on working from home showing how creative, hard working and resilient you are. I
have loved looking at the dojo to see what you are doing and am amazed by your responses to home learning. Y4 have not been able to go on their residential trips and all
summer trips for classes have been cancelled. Y6—you don’t need SATS fro us to know
how brilliant you are but know we are proud of you for being YOU! Reception you made
an amazing start to Dean Valley and we know you will continue to be fantastic. Y1 we
know you will come back and dazzle us, Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5 know that we are all proud of
how you are dealing with coming back later than others—we cant wait to see you and
know that you will continue to try hard with home learning and share your experiences
with us.
Each of you has dealt with a very difficult situation in your own unique way showing incredible strength of character, enthusiasm and kindness to others.
You really are all absolutely amazing—I miss you all and am looking forward to having
you back in school!

Mrs McPhersons shout out to the Dean Valley Staff….
My shout out to every single member of staff is for your resilience, strength and team
player attitude.
You’ve accepted the risks of being in school if you can, ensured our Key worker children
have the support and compassion needed. Planned creatively and supportively for your
classes to drive learning in a different way—there was never a pandemic module as part
of the degrees you earned. Your unbelievable enthusiasm, support and positivity is something to be incredibly proud of. The school team has made sure that it is clean and as
safe as possible to be in, lunches are still cooked, food parcels delivered, activities fun,
resources made, dragons and walls decorated, thought goes in to every aspect of your
jobs. I have never been prouder to be Head teacher at Dean Valley than I am now, you
truly are an inspirational team.

