Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
Week 8 has passed quickly, although routines are still being followed, the momentum of my three children this
week could be compared to a broken car stuttering along. Tasks which should have taken 30 minutes have been
completed at snail’s pace and the art of distraction has become a regular occurrence in the McPherson children’s repertoire of activities! Trying to work from home on two days this week and support home learning in
Year 6, 9 and 12 for me has been the most testing one of all and I think my OFSTED rating would be requires
improvement!
I hope that everyone managed to enjoy VE day whether that was at home, in your garden or on the front door
step raising a mug, cup or glass on Friday evening. It did feel good to chat to neighbours when we all went out to
sing after the Queen’s speech (socially distancing) at the front of our houses.
This week has been a rollercoaster for all schools and families as we all try to make sense of the information
which has been shared since Sunday evening by Boris Johnson and his government. I know that there is an awful
lot for us all to digest and to consider, and the information to schools has remained slow in arriving, with the
key guidance for schools not appearing until Wednesday afternoon.
As a school we have continued to work through the documentation looking at what Dean Valley can offer to our
children, staff and families. I will be sharing further information with you as soon as I can regarding the Dean
Valley path through this recovery process so that you are aware of each step we are taking. The safety of children, staff and their families is paramount to everything we are doing and the open plan format of our building
will have to be a big consideration in what we are able to offer. The plan that we thought we had ready to share
with you has now had to be put on hold following further guidance from the DfE which was sent last night. This
has cast doubt on whether we can proceed with it—as is the case with many schools around the country!
I can’t say there were any pandemic questions in the interview for the Headteacher role but I am confident
that as a team staff, governors and parents will navigate the situation making sure that the Dean Valley children
are firmly at the heart of everything we put in place no matter how different that is to what we remember of
school back in March.
The guidance around a return to school possibly from 1st June is becoming a little less vague. The government
set out that it would like Reception, Year 1 and year 6 to possibly return to school from Monday 1st June. The
government, which works as a large machine cannot see how individual schools work or understand the formation
of the building and its layout. They don’t understand the individual needs of cohorts and are creating a one size
fits all road map plan for schools which like home learning won’t work for everyone in the same way.
Dean Valley classrooms have always been bright, bold, inviting and stimulating places to be and we will be holding
onto that throughout school however there are going to be changes made following the governments guidance in
preparation for children returning. These changes are to help keep everyone as safe as we can and to minimise
risk.
As a Headteacher it is not my job to convince you that your child is safe to return to school—that is the Prime
Minister and his government’s job. I can not guarantee social distancing in school either, if and when your child
does return be that on the 1st June or later on in the term. We all know that children when together want to
play and be near each other. They are drawn to each other like magnets, we will endeavour to do the best we can
with distance (slightly easier with older children!) However hygiene practices in school will be key, regular handwashing, extra handwashing stations inside and outside school and increased cleaning throughout the day will be
some of the actions implemented. We will do what we can to keep a distance between children within their bubbles but will be relying on best practices in hygiene over 2m spacing especially with children in reception and
year 1. Catch it, bin it, kill it will be the daily mantra and bins with lids positioned around school. Coughing into
tissues/jumper sleeves and spending as much time as possible as we can outside will also be on the agenda and
windows open throughout school to help ventilation.
The curriculum will be different, children have been out of school for a long time, even if some do return on the
1st June they will have been away for 10 weeks. That’s a long time, their routines are different, they have been
with immediate family only and for many this will come as a shock. We do know that class sizes will be reduced
to a maximum of 15 per classroom. There will also be staggered start and end times for the groups of children,
to avoid too many children and parents being onsite at one time allowing us to ensure social distancing of all
parents. Breaks and lunches will also be staggered and children will only interact with the fifteen children in
their new class ‘bubble’ during the day. The members of staff will also remain with just the one ‘bubble’. This
will mean that many of the children will not be taught by their class teacher.
As soon as our plans for the possible reopening of school are finalised I will of course share them you
along with the risk assessment so that you can see all the measures which will be in place. We will continue to offer the same provision for Key worker children and vulnerable children who will also be within a bubble of up to 15 children with the same members of staff. I have asked for indications from
parents in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 about attendance from the 1st June and also today requested
parents to let us know whether they feel they fall into the Key worker category and would need to be
considered for childcare in school. This remains as it was at the beginning of the school closures in
that if you are able to cover this in any other way then that is the first port of call. School childcare
for key workers remains for those parents who have no other option other than the school childcare
offered. If you can please let school know as soon as you are able to it would be greatly appreciated as
these numbers are crucial to being able to look at what we are able to offer as a school.
We often talk about how adaptable children are, how they take on challenges and roll with it and I can
hand on heart say that I totally agree—children are amazing and resilient. This is all unknown territory
though and as a parent and headteacher I can only hope that our children will deal with the changes
they will face in school and in their lives outside of school in the most positive way they can. I hope
that you and your families all remain well and again would like to reiterate how grateful we are for your
continued support at this time.
Please as ever don’t hesitate to get in touch if I can help in anyway at this difficult time and continue
to take care and stay safe.
Kind regards,

Super Learning Week

Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how
fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on
children and young people’s mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.

http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933

The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and carers should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Safeguarding—thank you for your support in this area. Keeping in touch with you all is really important to us,
this isn't to see if you are taking part in home learning but simply to check that you are all ok. Please try to message
your class teacher once a week through the dojo or send a quick email to school, we still have a duty of care to every
child in school and really do want to know that you are all doing ok.
Supporting home learning—There are lots of resources on your child’s Class Dojo pages to support home learning and
the school website. Please contact us if you need any help in accessing resources or need paper copies, we are more
than happy to sort these and leave them for you in the yellow box outside the front of school. We can also provide
extra exercise books should you need them. Please let your child’s teacher know or email me and we can organises as
quickly as possible for you to collect.
The Gov.uk site has several documents to support you too. Please click on the links below.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
Meals claims cannot be backdated. If you do apply, please email admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk to let us know and
then we can keep an eye out for the details we need to support you.
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Message from our governors
This week your message comes from Katie Gardiner
one of our parent governors
Well I cannot quite believe we are at the end of week 8 of lockdown/homeschooling/ A completely different
way of life! It has probably taken me this long to finally realise that like most weeks before lockdown some
weeks are better then others, some weeks we homeschool like a pro some weeks are a complete flop! Dealing
with the ‘mum’ guilt has been the biggest challenge! Have we done enough, work commitments getting in the
way, relying on my 15 year old to homeschool my 7 year old not me...However, I’ve learnt now (after week 8!)
that if I can set him off on his 3 online platforms and do a page of reading a day we’ve done something! On the
positive side we are all well and trying to relish the slower way of life, the extended family time and learning
new skills... we made ice-cream last week which was yummy and zoom night outs are definitely the future...
chatting to friends with a g & t in your Pjs!! what more can you ask for!
This week will have bought a lot of uncertainty to people after Boris Johnson’s speech on Sunday.. especially for
parents of reception/Yr1 and Yr 6 children in regards to schooling. However, following on from Mrs McPherson's letter on Tuesday this transition will not be able happen over night and the safety of our children is paramount... the governors will help support the staff in this transition to reopen making it as safe as we can for
staff and children to return.
I would personally like to thank all the staff for their hard work over the past 8 weeks they have provided plenty
of activities and school work to keep us going, have tried new skills to make it fun as well as going into school to
provide care for our key workers children. I know my son has relished watching dojo videos of his class mates
doing various activities and Mrs Buckingham reading stories and baking! I’ve also heard Mr Hasler’s Register
every day is fabulous and Mrs McPherson’s shout out assemblies are a lovely end to the week and have I found
the personal touch to the newsletters very comforting, week 6 seemed to be tough one for everyone!
Keep safe and look forward to seeing you at the school gates soon!
Katie

Article 3 (Best interests of the child)
The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and
actions that affect children.

Mrs Dumbleton’s Shout Outs this week
go to…
Rory D for sending a message to our MP sharing
his views and he also got a reply.
Rory H for keeping up with his reading at home,
he is doing so well.
Max for drawing around a remote control car
and cutting it out so neatly he then had two!
Callum for always doing great maths, lining up
and counting lots of toys up to 20.
Erin for making a board game with squares to
100. Also making the dice and counters.

Reception are such a kind bunch of people. Even
though they are the youngest in our school they still
brighten people's days with little acts of kindness.
These acts have included making notes and pictures
for their friends, getting to know and becoming
friends with neighbours, helping their parents, keeping in contact with family and involving siblings in
their learning. Keep up your little acts of kindness
Reception, they bring joy to others and make you
feel nice inside.

Finley would like to do a
shout out for his friend
Tobias for driving up with
his Daddy and sister to say
hello out of the window! It
cheered Finley up a lot as
they are missing each
other. Thank you Tobias!
A lovely surprise from Reception to Mrs Dumbleton, the
message reads—’"Mrs Dumbleton, you are the best teacher in the world. We love you and we miss you. Thank you.
Lots of love from Home Valley Reception"

Article 5 (parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities) Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities of parents and carers
to provide guidance and direction to their child as they grow up, so that
they fully enjoy their rights. This must be done in a way that recognises
the child’s increasing capacity to make their own choices.

Miss Greenwood’s Shout Outs this week go to...
Hi Year 1,
It has been lovely to see lots of photos and videos
this week to see what everyone has been up to. I
absolutely love your creative ideas, they are very
impressive. Thank you for sharing them with me. xx
Kian – For doing a great job at doing different jobs
at home and having a super growth mind-set.
Jensen – For a having a good go at his maths work
and persevering when things get a little tricky. Well
done!
Tilly – For doing great maths and science working as a
team with your brother.
Charlotte – For having a super workspace at home
and doing lots of great writing and maths.

A shout out from his Mum and
Dad goes to Rory for learning
how to ride a trials bike this
week ! Well done Rory.
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A shout out from Mum and
Dad goes to Rory for reading
a story to reception so
beautifully! Well done Rory!

Mrs Buckingham’s Shout Outs go to …
Sebastian – Working hard and having the proudest face when sending his photo to me
Toby – reading with enthusiasm, discussing the
pictures and making great predictions
Eleanor – using her initiative and finding her own
recipe to make muffins, before I had even sent
my baking video
Greg – I’m not sure I have seen anyone more
chilled and relaxed over the last few weeks. Sunning himself in the pool.
Lyla, Eva, Madeleine, Harrison, Oscar and Luca –
showing such passion, innovation and creativity
when sharing their message with others the need
to look after our oceans
Poppy and Sophie who have taken the research
for the topic very seriously and been intrigued on
their journey of discovery.

Year 2 have continued their work on the oceans this week.
Having identified and researched a varied selection of living
things in the ocean we focused on the global goal; life below
water. The children began the week researching about pollution on the beach and in the ocean. They quickly realised
how humans were responsible for the plastic pollution and
began their mission to spread the message that we need to
look after our sea life and oceans. The children have been
extremely passionate about this and inspirational too, by
inventing machines, producing presentations and designing
eye-catching posters. I can truly say that home learning has
not stopped their creativity. The photos I have selected
this week follow a theme to show the children showing how
much they care for our world, developing life skills and
showing acts of kindness and initiative. Well done Year 2
another brilliant week.

Special shout out to
Sophie from her Mum
and Dad this week for
trying especially hard
with her maths and
the presentation of
her work! Happy
Birthday too Sophie!

Article 6 (life, survival and development) Every
child has the right to life. Governments must do all
they can to ensure that children survive and develop
to their full potential.

Ancient Egypt has been the recent focus of learning for Year
3. We have investigated maps and aerial photographs of the
landscape, used coordinates to locate items on grids and solve
treasure hunt puzzles, calculated the perimeter of pyramids
and made as many different nets of this 3D shape (and others!) as we can. We have also got very familiar with a story
called ‘The Jewel Thief of Karnak’ and many of us have
planned, rewritten, read and even acted out films of our own
brilliantly imaginative versions of the story. We have just
started looking at how buildings and homes are different in
other places and looking at our own homes with new eyes to
make some comparisons. All supplemented with plenty of
TTRS, Numbots and Spellingshed practice and other word
games to be played with the family.

Article 29 (goals of education) Education must
develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their
parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.

Mrs Leicester and Mrs Heys have given Shout
Outs to—
Polly, Ozzie and Fraser for fabulous timelines
showing lots of creativity and hard work.
Seb, Vinnie and Fraser for truly spectacular
Minecraft tours around Ancient Egypt.
Harry T, Jack & Eva for such expressive story
telling on film. We’re sure there are going to
be lots more imaginative creations to read
and/or listen to very soon!
Dexter, Harvey H, Jack & Vinnie for ASKING for
(and getting!) the next ‘I Can Maths’ book.
A big ‘Well done!’ to EVERYONE in Year 3 who is
still spending time on TTRS, Numbots and
Spelling Shed – it is a delight to see all your
names on the weekly leaderboards and know
that so many of you are enjoying your learning
that way too. Well done to Caleb, Iona, Rufus,
Tamsin, Dexter, Joey, Joe and Constanca who
are routinely busy on there but haven’t yet had
a shout-out for it!
And finally, a HUGE thank you shout-out to
everyone who sent messages, cards, sang or
otherwise ‘performed’ for Madame Leicester
on her birthday. You know who you are and it
made her day very special indeed!

Article 29 (goals of education) Education
must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as
well as respect for their parents, their own
and other cultures, and the environment.

Article 24 (health and health services) Every child
has the right to the best possible health. Governments
must provide good quality health care, clean water,
nutritious food, and a clean environment and education
on health and well-being so that children can stay
healthy. Richer countries must help poorer countries
achieve this.

Mr Hasler’s shout outs this week go to ...
Here are a few examples of great learning this
week,
Olivia for being brilliant with all her maths tasks
this week.
Ted for his awesome audio descriptions of how he
found each task.
Milly for keeping her fitness up and creating a band
with her brother!
Poppy for producing a wonderful and entertaining
instrument!
Noah for excellent independent geography extension tasks.
Lily for creating and going on her own virtual camping holiday!

A big shout to Angus from his Mum and Dad
this week for writing a beautiful card and
posting it to Mr Davies, for writing a letter
to an unknown elderly person as part of an
incentive through his football club to help
brighten someone's day and finally for designing a logo to celebrate MHFA kindness
week!
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Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) Every
child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all
matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken
seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration
proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-day home life.
Miss Hodgkiss’ Shout outs go to….

Rudi - For being very resilient whilst working
hard on your learning. I really liked your
Mars buggy design and am extremely proud
of all the effort you are putting into your
work!
Layla - For working incredibly hard on your
work in school. Multiple teachers have messaged me this week to tell me how impressed
they are by your resilience, attitude to learning and your amazing drawings!
Chapman family (Alfie) - Thank you to all the
Chapman family for sending me the most
beautiful bouquet of flowers! You definitely
surprised me, made me smile and spread lots
of happiness.
Lily - It’s been fantastic to see lots of learning from you this week Lily! You are very dedicated to all that you do, and your Jaffa cake
moon phase design was very imaginative.
Elliot - For dressing up and dancing around
your street to help raise money for the NHS.
I am incredibly proud and impressed that you
decided to do this yourself and managed to
raise £70!

Year 5 have had another fantastic week learning
about future life on Mars, metric units and space
Art! I have been very impressed by the constellations they have designed and how creative they
have been representing the moon phases using
crackers, biscuits and even cheese! I also set them
the challenge to spread some happiness and help
their siblings this week. I have been overwhelmed
by how respectful they have all been and have enjoyed seeing them wash cars, bake biscuits, help
with learning and even raise money for charity. I
look forward to seeing all your abstract Space Art
and make sure you get ready for a trip to a mysterious planet next week!
Miss Hodgkiss

A big shout out for Jasmine from
your Mum - For making her breakfast in bed on her birthday. Your
mum wants you to know how thoughtful and kind this was!
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Mrs McDermott’s Shout Outs this week go to…
My shout out goes to the amazing Year 6 class of 2020 for
completing lockdown SATs so successfully, this week they
have enjoyed completing many quizzes, an orienteering maths
challenge, they have created some incredible pieces of art
and have simply yet again nailed home learning.
You are all so incredibly talented in so many different ways
and I want you to know how special each and everyone of you
are. Your are certainly helping make my first experience
(and hopefully the last) of lockdown teaching one to remember. Your positivity helps me so much so thank you everyone!
Special shout outs got to James and Kayden whose birthday
it has been this week. I hope you celebrated in style.
Charlie Dumbleton for continuing to be a superstar and taking
part in lockdown SATs
Jasper for showing dedication to his orienteering challenge
Millie for enjoying the orienteering course with your dad,
your hair looks impressive!
Sam Bardsley for being such a wonderful pupil, taking part in
the lockdown SATs challenges including the scavenger hunt!
Tom Hollingworth for excellent positivity towards his maths –
you are making both your mum and me very proud.
Harry Acton for keeping in touch via dojo and trying his best
to access all the online resources. Keep it up.
I am loving listening to all the Aladdin songs too Lottie and
Flo (you can imagine how emotional they make me~)
Flo Lomas – your mad hair day looked amazing.

Article 13 (freedom of expression) Every
child must be free to express their
thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds
of information, as long as it is within the
law.

