Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
Week 7 in the Lockdown way of life, the minutes merge into hours, the hours into days and suddenly the week has passed… is anyone else struggling with the passing of time? Trying to work out
which day we are on?
The most common words in my house this week have revolved around, ’How long will lockdown go on?
When can we see our friends? Why can’t we visit Papa? When can we go out for more than an hour
a day?’ The stock answer given by John and myself, ‘When its safe we will be able to see friends
and family, the more we follow what we are all being asked to do the sooner it will happen.’ It is
frustrating though seeing bigger numbers out and about, big groups of children playing together
and people going against the guidance we have all been asked to follow. I was incredibly saddened
to see the damage inflicted on White Nancy this week and to hear of vandalism to premises within
the community, times are very difficult but it is important that communities stand together and
support each other rather than taking out frustrations or simply going out to cause trouble.
Week 6 was tough, we all found ourselves digging deeper into reserves of resilience and tolerance,
week 7 for me has been harder still. I simply don’t have the answers for all the questions my three
ask (not easy to explain that to a 17 year old sometimes!) Communication is a huge part of feeling
supported, talking in our family has definitely been something that has helped this week and there
has been laughter at the dinner table when contemplating who you would invite for dinner (if it
could be anyone in the world!) The answers ranged between you tubers I have never heard (showing
my age apparently) from our 10 year old to James Corden, Barack Obama, David Attenborough,
Brian Cox and Rebel Wilson! Walks have been a family affair too, the art of persuasion in getting
teenagers to leave the house is reaching a whole new level but always results in lighter hearts when
you return home.
The only thing I can say is there will come a time that things aren't so hard, a time when we will
look back on the events around covid-19 where we marvel at the strength and fight that human
nature has when we pull together. Two weeks ago I marvelled at Captain Tom (Colonel now formally!) and his ability at just shy of 100 years old to raise money to support our NHS, and over the
whole closure of school our key workers, - doctors, nurses and NHS staff who bravely battle an
unseen and unheard assailant, those people around us that keep services going, stock shelves, deliver food, support charities, teach children and then those that keep the NHS safe by following
guidance issued by the government. The strength, determination and courage that these people
show serve as a daily reminder as to why we keep fighting and working together to make the most
of the most difficult situation any of us have eve come across.
Today is VE day, Victory in Europe. A day remembered every year, celebrated by many reflecting
on those that gave their lives to fight for their country. Those brave soldiers that fought relentlessly in order for us to live in the relative freedom we do today. VE day marked the end to six
years of suffering, misery and the endurance that defined WWII. Although this wasn't the end of
WWII it marked the end of conflict in Europe. I wonder when this is all over will we celebrate in a
similar way, VW day? Victory in the World, a fight against a pandemic that has taken the lives of
so many in countries across the World. Where brave soldiers in the NHS fought relentlessly on
the front line to save the lives of so many who suffered at the hands of Covid-19, where Key workers continued to do their jobs in order to make sure that food was on shelves, food production
continued, medicines were produced and vaccines developed, the flexibility of production—Dyson
producing ventilators and F1 teams created a breathing aid which kept patients out of intensive
care. How will we remember those that fought in this battle and tragically lost their own lives
whilst working to save those around them? What will we learn from this and take forward with us?
I don’t think we can or should ever underestimate the inner strength that people find deep down in
order to keep moving forward, to keep fighting on even when things are really tough. The team
spirit, sense of community and power of friendship people have held firmly on to in order to do the
best they can each day show incredible resilience, courage and determination. We will get through
this and come back fighting.
Please continue to take care and stay. I really do hope that on Sunday evening we will all be a little
clearer on the governments exit strategy and that ‘I really hope I will see you all soon!’ Will take
on a more definite meaning with more known about when and how
schools will be opening their doors to children again. Please
remember that although I am not able to see you face to face I am
still here and if I can do anything at all to help my email and dojo
messaging are still available so please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
Kind regards,
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Messages and Reminders
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and at a time like this we are reminded how
fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on
children and young people’s mental health.
Please look at the website where you will find an array of resources to use which support wellbeing and mental heath.

http://www.deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk/page/well-being/39933

Esafety—Our duty of care remains to our children and this remains our number 1 priority—especially at such a difficult time. Thank you to all the children who created amazing posters and leaflets this week, they are great and I hope
will be useful to all our children and parents. I am going to ask Mr Hasler to add these to our website so that they can
be used as a resource to help us. I hope that all children are continuing to enjoy playing on their consoles and chatting
to their peers online treating everyone with respect. Please continue to talk to your children about playing fair, not
being unpleasant or hurtful and thinking about the way we treat others.
The following links have been shared by the DfE to support online safety:
Childline
UK Safer Internet
CEOP
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe online includes:
Internet matters—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Net-aware—for support for parents and carers from the NSPCC
Parent Info—for support for parents and carers to keep children safe online
Thinkuknow—for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online
There are some new parent info articles which look at some of the things parents and caeres should think about to
make sure their child’s experience of video chat is safe and fun.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of primary school age-children.
Video chatting—a guide for parents and carers of secondary school age-children.
UK Safer Internet—advice for parents and carers
Safeguarding—thank you for your support in this area. Keeping in touch with you all is really important to us,
this isn't to see if you are taking part in home learning but simply to check that you are all ok. Please try to message
your class teacher once a week through the dojo or send a quick email to school, we still have a duty of care to every
child in school and really do want to know that you are all doing ok.
Supporting home learning—There are lots of resources on your child’s Class Dojo pages to support home learning and
the school website. Please contact us if you need any help in accessing resources or need paper copies, we are more
than happy to sort these and leave them for you in the yellow box outside the front of school. We can also provide
extra exercise books should you need them. Please let your child’s teacher know or email me and we can organises as
quickly as possible for you to collect.
The Gov.uk site has several documents to support you too. Please click on the links below.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-educationresources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
Free School Meals— Due to the current circumstances, your personal circumstances may have changed and you may be
eligible to claim for free school meals for your children. Our school is providing these in the form of a food parcel
which is delivered by staff on a Monday morning. The eligibility criteria for free school meals can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals . Please do check to see if you qualify and apply as soon as possible. Free School
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E-safety
Charlie
Di Y6

Tom Ha
Y6
Mia Y6

Flo
Y6

Amelie
Y3

Eva Y3

Some great examples
of E-safety potters
and leaflets created
this week in Y3 and
Y6. It is so important
that we remember to
treat our friends with
the same RESPECT
ONLINE as we do
when we are in school
or playing out.

Mrs Dumbleton’s Shout Outs this
week go to…
Eadie for her help with teaching Reception
about deaf awareness week.
Eleanor for lots of play. Making camps, dens
and tea parties.
Henry M for always impressing me with his
maths. Writing number sentences and using
dots to show his working.
Daniel for creating a chalked obstacle
course outside for his friends to use on
their daily exercise.
Thomas lost his first tooth.
Isaac for creating beautiful rainbow bolly
rocks.
Barney for learning live skills like making a
cup of tea (he had help with the kettle) and
scrambled egg.
Well done to all Reception for keeping up
with their phonics and letter of the day this
is really important. You are doing a great
job!

Rory H ...your shout out comes
from your Mummy for trying so
hard this week and doing really well
with his reading, also for being a
brilliant big brother! You are so
caring and kind and have been doing
a great job helping to keep him
entertained!
Daniel your shout out
comes from Matilda
for keeping the Reception class entertained with
your dress up challenge an
d your obstacle course Matilda loved them! And
I am sure the rest of reception are having lots of
fun too! They certainly
sound like a lot of fun!

Eadie your shout out
comes from your
Mummy and Daddy
for learning to ride
your bike this week,
in only 5 attempts on
different days you
smashed it and are
now confidently
cycling by yourself.

A shout out for
Matilda from your
Mummy and Daddy
has been earned
for always thinking
of others. This
week you have been
baking flapjacks
and making aqua
bead patterns and
rainbows to send
to her Great
Grandad.
Well done! A lovely
way to brighten
someone's day!

Article 3 (Best interests of the child)
The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children.

Article 5 (parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities) Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities of parents and carers
to provide guidance and direction to their child as they grow up, so that
they fully enjoy their rights. This must be done in a way that recognises
the child’s increasing capacity to make their own choices.

William—Your shout out is for
being incredibly brave when
he had an operation to fix his
broken elbow and trying so
hard to write with his left
hand. Your Mummy and Daddy
are very proud of you!

Flick—your shout out is a birthday shout out from Mummy!
Happy Birthday!
Thank you to all Flicks friends
that sent messages—you made
her day!

William would like to give a shout
out and big thankyou to all the
lovely children in school who
made him beautiful get well soon
cards as they really cheered him
up!

Miss Greenwood’s Shout Outs this week go to...
Hi Year 1,

Phoebe—a shout out from Mummy
and Daddy for being a super star and
tackling past tense irregular verbs and
persevering to do that last column!

Thank you for another super positive week of home learning. I am so impressed with all that you are doing. I love
seeing your photos and videos, it really makes me smile. Lots
of love and hugs to you all xx
Ethan - For having a super growth mind-set in all that he is
achieving at home. Fabulous writing, well done Ethan.
Lenny - For keeping mindful and healthy by doing a variety of
sports and working hard with your maths - great job!
Nathan - For having fabulous enthusiasm towards his geography work - fabulous atlas skills - well done!
Sylvie - For making a good effort to have a go at different jobs
at home - Super enthusiasm!

Christopher your shout out this
weeks comes from Mummy and
Daddy for being a really kind
neighbour (playing on FaceTime with
children who have no brothers or
sisters) It is lovely to see how
children are supporting others.

Ethan - you have earned a shout out
this week from your parents for showing such a great attitude to adjusting
to this whole situation and home learning. Well done!

Maddox - For being creative when doing great baking and
working hard with his maths - good going!
William - For having the most positive outlook and perseverance, your determination and growth mind-set is out of this
world! Very proud of you!
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Mrs Buckingham’s Shout Outs go to …
Eva Rowlinson - Working with such enthusiasm all the
time, whilst never losing an awareness of the needs of
others, our world and herself.
Charlie Griffiths - sending me such amazing and entertaining videos which always make me smile. I'm sure she
will end up on the stage.
Oliver Ellery - tackling life at home in a sensible way and
never losing his smile.
Ella Donlan - working brilliantly as a team in her house in
order for everyone to work and showing so much understanding.
Josie Langstaff - Thinking things through in an interesting
way when completing my daily challenges. Josie has the
ability to think outside the box. A fantastic skill.

Oliver E—you get a shout out
from all the staff at Dean Valley for being a superstar and
helping to clean up the mess
that someone has made this
week at and on White Nancy.
What an amazing citizen of
Bollington you are!

Harrison your shout out
comes from Mummy and
Daddy for working really
hard and persevering when
things are tough. They are
really proud of you and so
pleased to see your confidence is growing. Well done!

Alyssa - your shout out
comes this week for
amazing cooking skills
making your favourite
dish, producing lovely art
work and for working
hard on your literacy.
Your parents are very
proud of you!

Article 6 (life, survival and development) Every
child has the right to life. Governments must do all
they can to ensure that children survive and develop
to their full potential.

Emma J— Your shout out this week
comes from Mum and Dad as they
have been building a deck at
home and she’s got stuck in
every day, lifting rock,
laying gravel, digging, moving the
wheelbarrow, hammering, paintingshe’s been a proper handy woman! I
I hope it will all be
finished for the weekend so you can
all relax on it!

Mrs Leicester and Mrs Heys have
given Shout Outs to—

Fraser—your shout is
from Mum and Dad and
is for your amazing
Egyptian pyramid work.
You have been busy
planning to complete
your ‘Pyramid Play’ using Minecraft! Well
done.

Polly Cookson—for being
a kind and funny superstar and for doing your
best every day. Your Mum
and Dad are very proud
of you!

Tasmin, your shout out comes from your Mum
because you are taking each day as it comes,
she wanted to use this time to learn new skills.
You decided to teach yourself sign language
to the chorus of a song, you then posted
this and nominated others to learn. People
then had to donate £5 to NHS to keep this
going, so far you have raised £50. You then
baked a carrot cake and lemon cake and took
this to the old people’s home, as well as a
letter and picture. You are also looking
after her brother daily, teaching him new
skills, even how to play the recorder when Mum
was on a work call! Well done!

1. Joshua & Jack for both being in ALL 3
top ten leader boards for TTRS, Numbots
AND Spelling Shed. Well done, boys!
2. Jack for wonderful written work and
such an imaginative and creative film!
3. Rory G for being SO enthusiastic
about our Ancient Egypt topic work.
4. Ted for reading the whole of
Kensuke’s Kingdom (and other books!)
to his Grandma via skype over the past
weeks. What a fabulous way to combine
reading practice with making someone
happy!
5. Tali - for editing her own writing so
beautifully and for her stunning canopic
jars and other creations.

Article 29 (goals of education) Education
must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as
well as respect for their parents, their own
and other cultures, and the environment.
Tasmin would like to give a shout out to
Jack, he sent a video of him reading a story and
did a quiz for Tamsin's younger brother
Herbie. He loved this and Tasmin was so pleased
that someone else was entertaining him!

E-safety
posters

“This week children have been finishing
off their biographies and writing a
short story about a Professor. The biographies I have received have been very
interesting to read and it is clear that a
lot of time has been spent interviewing,
planning, writing and editing. I am so
proud of how the children are still approaching their learning and how they
are finding creative ways to spend their
time. There are too many wonderful
moments to mention, so here are a few
I’d like to share with you this
week.” From Mr Hasler

Caitlin—you have
earned a shout out
this week from
your parents for
showing such a
great attitude to
adjusting to this
whole situation
and home learning.
Well done!

Article 24 (health and health services) Every child
has the right to the best possible health. Governments
must provide good quality health care, clean water,
nutritious food, and a clean environment and education
on health and well-being so that children can stay
healthy. Richer countries must help poorer countries
achieve this.

Mr Hasler’s shout outs this week go to ...

Beth your shout out comes from
Mum and Dad for showing a good
attitude to learning this week! Fab
to hear!

Tianna—your shout out has been
earned for a beautiful piece of
create writing and imagination
and for helping Alyssa with her
water experiments. You have
made your mum and dad really
proud!

Erik Kenyon - For dissecting a heart during
a home science lesson.
Milo Muncaster—For making his own slime
while being Professor Plum.
Peyton Blaine - For trying hard with all her
tasks and listening carefully to advice.
Beth Good - Creating and completing many
exciting science and maths tasks.
Tianna, Angus - For their very funny registers!

A big shout out goes
to Lily this week from
Mum for turning the
week around and
doing great writing,
trying hard with her
maths and great VE
day planning! Well
done Lily—keep it up!

Issy—
well done for making lots
of lovely cards for
the staff and residents
at Shrigley Court and
for getting on with your
school work so independ
ently whilst we are
working. We’re very
proud of you mum and dad x

A shout out for Mr Hasler and

Y4 children for the amazing
registers which make the Good
family smile every day!
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Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) Every
child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all
matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken
seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during immigration
proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-day home life.
Miss Hodgkiss’ Shout outs go to….

Beatriz – For working incredibly hard to complete her
work to a high standard. You have really engaged with the
space topic and carried out lots of research to develop
your own knowledge. It was also great to see yourself
photo shopped onto the spacesuit!
Jasmine – For being very positive despite having to celebrate your 10th birthday during this difficult time. It was
great to hear that you still managed to have an online
party with your friends. You have also been working incredibly hard on Spelling Shed and TTR!
Clara – You continue to impress me when I see you working hard in school. Your resilience has grown and your
determination to complete your work to a high standard
is impressive. You should be very proud of the hard work
you are putting in!
Jess – For keeping me busy replying to your work on your
portfolio! You created a very neat timeline of Tim Peake’s
tweets this week and used this information to create an
emotive diary entry. You have engaged incredibly in this
space topic and are working very hard.
Bowen – It has been great to see your work this week
Bowen. Your Maths is definitely improving and I was very
impressed that you tackled regular and irregular polygons
successfully – a topic we haven’t explored in year 5 yet. I
look forward to seeing more work from you next week!

Year 5 have had another out of this world week! It was
great to see all of the areas that you explored and the
places in your locality that you discovered. You have also
impressed me with your ability to tackle the Maths work,
especially because you haven’t learnt it in year 5 yet! I
have enjoyed seeing pictures of yourselves taking part in
activities that develop your skills and seeing your smiling
faces during this confusing time. I hope you all have a
wonderful time and break celebrating VE day and think
back to our WW2 learning in Autumn term. I look forward
to seeing you all very soon, Miss Hodgkiss Xx

Clara—your shout out comes this
week from your Mum for making
the most amazing birthday cake
for Ewan! This was made completely unassisted and was absolutely
yummy to eat!
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Lottie—
thank you so much for getting on with y
our work so diligently whilst mum and d
ad are busy and for looking after and hel
ping your little sister. We’re so proud of
you - mum and dad x

A big shout out goes to Misha
from her parents for being an
absolute pleasure to teach at
home and for making lots of effort in her maths, learning to
bake, make tea and coffee and
for working with enthusiasm and
never complaining. You are a star
Misha!

Artie
Your Mum would like give you a
shout out for for doing your
best and helping your Mum and
Dad out massively whilst they
are working. They really appreciate you
patience and positive attitude even
though you are really , really
missing your friends.

A shout out goes to the whole of Year 6 for showing
Such incredible positivity, bravery and maturity after
hearing that Lakeside 2020 can not go ahead because of
covid-19. You are some of the most resilient children I have
ever met, everything is so different for you in your transition
year and you are taking each change in your stride. You are
AMAZING and we are all incredibly proud of you!

Mrs McDermott’s Shout Outs this week go to…

Stan—Shout out for Stan
from Mum and Dad this
week for working really
hard with his maths, that
he has found difficult at
times. And for making the
best Victoria sponge cake
ever #VE day

Grace Cookson—for being
a kind and funny superstar and for doing your
best every day. Your
Mum and Dad are very
proud of you!

Everyone for their amazing art work and love of learning.
Noah—for his art work examples—you tried so many techniques and I loved them all!
Tom Ho—for exceptional maths this week
Everyone who sent a podcast in this week—they were really
impressive—I loved watching your iMovie's.
Jamie—for making me laugh even from at home!
Tom Ha—for his internet safety poster
Mia for being so amazingly independent and completing top
quality work all of the time!
Lottie—for showing Mrs McDermott your first song from
Aladdin

Article 13 (freedom of expression) Every
child must be free to express their
thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds
of information, as long as it is within the
law.

