Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
I hope that over the last two weeks you have all managed to find some down time
and enjoyed the April sunshine that has most definitely come at the right time for
us all. Sunshine really does help to lift spirits and is allowing children to play outside
much more freely in the gardens and yard spaces.
Thank you for your ongoing support, we appreciate greatly the messages and emails
which have been sent to show support and create a smile. We have now been closed
for 4 weeks, opening daily for the children who continue to need our childcare provision as children of key workers. I would like to thank all the staff who have continued to provide this support over the Easter holidays, the children who have needed
to come in have been working with staff on projects which have kept us all smiling
and we are certainly looking forward to showing the whole school these exciting new
areas when we return to school eventually.
From talking to the children who have been in school, their parents, staff and families who have been in touch over the last two weeks I have been struck by the positivity and hope shared by all. At a time like this positivity and hope lead to possibilities and looking forward to a time when things will change and a life more normal can
resume. Our school dragon has been renamed this week by Tom, Greg and Molly as
‘Hope’, I think this is extremely fitting in the current climate and shows the resilience that as a school community I know we have in abundance (even when things are
really tough!)
Captain Tom, a man who has stolen the heart of the nation with his selfless challenge to raise money for the NHS symbolises positivity and hope. His aim was to
raise £1000 as he was inspired by the work of medics, he wanted to thank them for
helping him. Captain Tom has now completed the 100th lap of a sponsored walk
around his garden and as it stands now has smashed his target by raising a staggering £17 million, and that amount is still increasing. The thought and response of one
person will have such a huge impact on others.
To take on challenges or display acts of kindness, show empathy, resilience,
strength of character and thought can be completed in so many ways. As you travel
through our local communities you can see this reflected clearly: neighbor’s who are
supporting the vulnerable and each other by delivering shopping, creating code systems to know that house holds are all ok or mowing the lawn for someone who is
shielding and having to stay indoors.
Children are spreading hope and cheer with rainbows in their windows and jokes to
make passersby smile and laugh.
Family phone calls, face time catch ups, messages, cards and letter and social evenings with a quiz thrown in keep families and friends in touch and supported.
Even a smile and wave to a passerby as you negotiate the path so that you give
enough space to each other in order to stay safe whilst out for your daily exercise
can mean an enormous deal to someone who hasn't anyone at home for company.
In my house this week it has been lovely to see the use of letter writing in action—
an almost unheard of form of communication in the age of electronics. The smile it
raised as the letter dropped onto the hallway floor lasted hours and the sharing of
small gifts—pictures and photographs sharing memories or promise of things that
can be done in the future when we leave lockdown.
If each and every one of us can do something to help and support others we will be
supporting the well being of our community, creating a smile, offering support,
showing we care.
This week I am going to set our children a challenge, can you help others without
breaking social distancing and not adding to parent workload. Can you give a gift of
kindness which raises a smile? Can you share a joke...send a letter...record a message...sing a song...tidy your room...bake a cake for a neighbor (if you have found a
bag of flour!) share a favourite song to cheer someone up, help you sibling, read a
story to mum, draw a picture, create a rainbow….please let me know your gifts of
kindness through a message, email or photograph.

Super Learning Week

The government has, as you will all know, announced that the lockdown will continue for another 3 weeks at
least which means that school will remain closed to the vast majority of our children. As difficult as this is
it is something that as a community we can all support fully by doing the right thing and staying home in
order to keep others safe and in the hope that by supporting the measures in place that we will be able to
return to school sooner rather than later.
As week 5 begins our teachers will be posting the home learning packs to the dojo ready for you for the
week ahead. Please remember this is not home schooling but our attempt at crisis schooling to provide you
with some activities which offer scaffold, interest and links to prior learning for maths and English to consolidate what they already know. History, Geography and Science may be linked to new learning and discovering things. There will be some new themes for year groups to explore which we hope will be continued in
time in school.
Home learning reminders:
Printing issues— Please don’t forget to let you child’s class teacher know if you need printed copies of activities/tasks so that we can print out what is needed on Monday morning for collection from school. All
staff are working hard to provide tasks which don’t need to be printed. The packs will be in a box outside
school by the front door for those that need them clearly named.
Log in problems or issues uploading to the portfolios—please contact
support@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk where Mr Hasler will be able to help you overcome any IT issues.
Online games and activity ideas—please see the school website, on the home page is a link which will take
you to the Home learning page where you will find a range of games for children to access with ease.
Feeling overwhelmed/working full-time/difficult to manage tasks— choose one or two tasks/activities to
complete over the week and upload a photo/piece of work on a chosen evening for example Thursday.
Tasks/Activities through the week causing extra worry—Teachers will upload activities for the week
with a clear structure (if Tuesdays task gets done on Thursday please don’t worry - that happens in my
house!)
Well being—The mental well being of our children is really important to us and
at a time like this we are reminded how fragile life is. The Coronavirus outbreak means that communities are facing uncertainty and this can have an impact on children and young people’s mental health.
Please find a document (which will have arrived with the newsletter and looks
like the image to the right) which may be useful and also the link below to a
guide about mental health.
https://www.annafreud.org/media/7228/tmh-parent-leaflet-final-allapproved-laid-out-for-web.pdf

Safeguarding—please remember that although we are not in school our duty
of care to our children remains a number 1 priority—especially at such a difficult time, we are still here to
offer support. This could include fall outs with friends and concerns around IT safety. You can contact
your child’s class teacher through the dojo or if you would prefer to speak on the phone then please let us
know the number best to call you on. Can I also just remind you that if you are worried about anyone then
please get in touch with us so that we can try to help.
Please continue to take great care and stay safe.
Kind regards,
Vicky McPherson

Super Learning Week

… Messages from Our Teachers ...

Miss Ashcroft, Mrs Prout, Mrs Fryer and I refer to ourselves as ‘Team Reception,’ over the past weeks this team has grown
to include each and everyone of you. Learning in the Early Years is based upon play while developing knowledge and enquiry.
This I have seen an abundance of from you at home. Please continue to use Tapestry to upload any home learning, there is no
need to duplicate on dojo. This may be a daily summary of any learning or a weekly update on a Thursday. I will continue to use
dojo to share learning opportunities and you can contact me via messaging on dojo if needed.
We will be starting our new topic ‘Beautiful Bollington’ next week. We will still be ‘Explorers’ locating Europe but zooming in to
find Bollington. We will look at local Geography while also considering the History of our small town / village (depending on who
you ask.)
In this situation I am still learning, you are still learning but together we can develop your child's learning journey and make it
a memorable one. None of us expected their precious first year on their school journey to be like this, but let’s try not to
focus on the things they may be missing but the thing they are gaining; TIME! Family time, independent time, thinking time,
exploring time, happy times, memorable times, challenging times. They all go together to create learning. I hope you are all
keeping safe and well, I am there if you need me as always.
Mrs Dumbleton

Hopefully it won’t be too long until we can share again each others stories, jokes, hugs, smiles and
laughter. Your kindness, your out of the box thinking, your willingness to try, your thoughtful questions, your desire to be the best you can be, your curious mind and our classroom family.
I am sure you are sharing all of the above with your own family. I miss seeing you all lots and look
forward to seeing you soon.
Lots of love, Miss Greenwood xxx

Dear Year 2,
I hope you had a lovely Easter and didn’t eat too much chocolate!
We have been so lucky to have had some lovely weather and some very sunny days. I hope you have managed to spend some time
outside, in your garden or out for your daily exercise. I have been running with Allana, and I am now able to run the daily mile without
needing to walk!
Can you believe we are beginning the Summer Term of Year 2 already? Hasn’t the year flown by? It’s strange how it doesn’t seem
two minutes since we began our journey in Year 2, but the Christmas production feels such a long time ago.
I have continued to prepare activities for you to complete at home. Some you might need a little help with, but others you will be able
to complete on your own. Remember if they are hard at the beginning persevere and I know you will be able to produce some incredible work, whilst having fun too. Don’t forget to send in some photos or videos so I can see you enjoying your activities. I love to
share your achievements.
Monday Morning will be a strange one this week. I will miss your enthusiasm and excitement to share your Easter news. I’d love to
hear about any of the fun things you have been up to on your portfolio. I also have a little surprise for you this week, so l ook out on
the Dojo for more information. I hope you enjoy it.
Missing you all,
From
Mrs Buckingham

Hello Year 3,
We hope you all had a wonderful break and had fun if you went on your ‘holidays’ we loved reading about and seeing your adventures. We have lots of lovely things planned for the next few weeks, including some work based on our favourite bird of
prey. We can’t wait to get started on Monday.
Mrs Leicester and Mrs Heys
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Hi everyone,
I hope you have all had an amazing Easter break. No better opportunity to spend time with your family, relax in the sunshine
and eat lots of chocolate. The McDermott’s have been having lots of fun. I did try for a while to keep to routine; however,
Reggie was very quick to make me aware that it was the holidays and that meant it was time for his brain to relax a little in
preparation for the summer term. I don’t know where he gets it from? For our homework, Reggie and I visited South America
to observe all the fascinating wildlife and on our return home we even came face to face with a real-life fox which was incredible for Reggie has always been an animal enthusiast as a lot of you know. We have enjoyed days in the paddling pool and
getting to know our new dog, Jack, a lot better. Although I have enjoyed these last few weeks with my family, I am already
missing you all very much. I can’t wait for us all to be back to normal laughing in the playground, having fun with friends and
as always learning new and exciting topics. I miss our classroom, our banter and everything in-between. I asked Reggie how
he felt about been at home and what he missed the most during this time of uncertainty and he said friends, school and playing with friends. I smiled and thought to myself how lucky he is to be part of a community like Dean Valley. He really appreciates the friendships he has formed over the past two terms and so do I. It has been nice to see many of you when we have
been on our daily walks and sometimes all it takes is a wave, a smile and a cheery hello to make the day seem brighter so thank
you everyone. Some of you have even learned to ride bikes and scooters while taking part in your daily exercise and that
makes me super proud – well done! When taking part in your daily exercise over the next few weeks, I thought you may want
to take part in the ‘Keepy Up Challenge’ a national initiative to keep your spirits up and work on improving your personal
bests…something we like to focus on in the summer term. Please see the flyer in the newsletter for further information regarding this. If you would like to send your videos you post to chough@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk I will make us a video and
share this with our sports games organiser and we can even have it playing in the entrance hall when we return.
For now though, enjoy your rather different summer term and I hope to see you again when it is safe to do so.
Mrs McDermott x x
I find it hard to be online and I’m thinking, all the time,
that in school I would rather be as I miss you all, you see.
I’ve been back in to get my quota of time with children on the rota
which has been a great excuse to get me out of my own ‘hoose’
where three others live with me and slave away at their PC,
one writing up her dissertation plus 2 chaps on calls around the nation.
Meanwhile, I craft a new display (to pass the time and fill my day)
in the entrance hall at school, with stapler, ladder and cutting tool.
I’ve papered the whole place anew to display all the cards from you.
So, keep them coming to the email address and I’ll put yours up with the rest.
Some fabulous scenes from many a nation, that showcase your imagination,
have already arrived with me online, to mount on maps with captions and signs.
Then I’ll look forward to something new … which will hopefully include seeing you!
Madame Leicester

(with apologies to all Scots for that awful rhyme!)

Dear Year 5 and Parents,
I hope you’ve all had an eggcellent Easter break and have been able to enjoy the beautiful weather! I miss you all and the fun
we had everyday and I cannot wait to see your big, bright smiles soon. Its been great to see all the positive activities that
you’ve been taking part in and the skills that you are learning and developing over this time. Year 5—thank you all for working
incredibly hard and making me very proud of your resilience and growth mind-set during this difficult time. You are a pleasure
to teach, even from a distance. Parents—thank you for your hard work, support and effort you have dedicated to the children’s work and communication. The children are incredibly lucky to have you and I can’t thank you enough. Penguin is doing a
great job of looking after our classroom whilst we’re away. I miss you all loads and I look forward to seeing you very soon,
Miss Hodgkiss xx
Hello Year 4,
I hope you’ve all had a nice two weeks. I have spent lots of time with my family and have been very thankful for the weather we have had. Last
term I really enjoyed looking at all your portfolios and the super work you have completed independently. Many of the ideas you have shared on
Dojo I have tried with my children (with limited success!). The first two weeks we will be journalists and authors, contacting and interviewing
family members and friends to find out more about their lives.
I am looking forward to seeing your new learning and making contact with you all again. Please message me if you need help at all, whether
that’s accessing your learning, completing tasks or finding resources. Please also make contact if you are worried about anything and would like
to talk.
I am always here and happy to help.
See you online,
Mr Hasler.
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A quick reminder to keep sending your postcards to not@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk, Madame Leicester has been
working hard on redecorating the entrance hall ready for post cards to be displayed. We thought that an exciting
new entrance would be a lovely thing to come back to when the lockdown is finished.
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Thank you to Tom and Mia for organising to go ahead with the decorating Egg competition even though we are not in
school. They have shared with me the entries which I think are all eggstraordinary efforts this year which show how
utterly eggcellent our children are! Well done to all of you who took part—I will be delivering a well done chocolate
treat to you all this week!
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A huge well done to all that had a go at creating an egg for the competition, they are all
eggsceptional!

Super Learning Week

