Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
Happy Easter to everyone!
Week 3, day 20 of lockdown, extraordinary times. I have just come inside having
been out to clap for our NHS and all those key workers who are doing everything
they can to fight a disease that has, for the time being, completely changed the way
we are living our lives.
I hope that everyone is managing to enjoy the sunshine and can enjoy some time as a
family playing games, doing Easter craft, making Easter trees, face timing family
and friends. Whatever you do I hope you can enjoy some peace and rest.
We have spent time looking through all of the responses to our survey on home
learning and considering how we can help further or make changes that will ease
pressure.
The results reflect a positive picture with 97% of parents happy with the activities
and 96% happy with the number of activities or managing the activities which are
suggested for the week,
Areas which have come up for us to consider are printing and IT issues such as uploading documents/photographs to the Dojo or gaining passwords.
Printing issues—if you are finding printing an issue because you need to have the
presentation in paper form or because you need your laptop/computer to work
please contact your child’s teacher to let them know. We can print out documents
and leave them in a box just outside the entrance to school in a named plastic pocket. Tasks are designed to not need printers but we understand that if you are trying
to do your work on a laptop that this may cause a problem.
Log in problems or issues uploading to the portfolios—please contact
support@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk where Mr Hasler will be able to help you overcome
any IT issues.
Online games and activities—please see the school website, on the home page is a
link which will take you to the Home learning page where you will find a range of
games for children to access with ease.
Feeling overwhelmed/working full-time/difficult to manage tasks— choose one or
two tasks/activities to complete over the week and upload a photo/piece of work on
a chosen evening for example Thursday.
Tasks/Activities through the week causing extra worry—Teachers will upload activities for the week with a clear structure (if Tuesdays task gets done on Thursday
please don’t worry - that happens in my house!)
Contact with children through video online meeting formats— Teachers are using
the dojo to upload short videos when appropriate, the concern we had about lots of
video footage was how to maintain that over time and safeguarding for children and staff, There has been an influx of new meeting apps and not all of these are safeguarded for children—Zoom
being an example that now has tighter security because it was
breached. We will look at how we can increase the number of videos used but live teaching sessions pose difficulties for us in
safeguarding and also imposing time restrictions and demand on
ICT that could make working from home more difficult for some
parents.
Lack of contact with friends—This is a difficult one as we are
all suffering from this now. Older children can use their phones
or tablets to chat/face time using appropriate apps which have
been downloaded by their parents. Younger children could face
time or be part of a WhatsApp video call with their parent to a
friend. Don’t forget letter writing—there is nothing nicer than
getting a letter in the post, either posted at the post office or
hand delivered whilst you are out on your daily walk.
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Keeping in touch is important to us, as part of our continued duty of care we have to have contact
with you all in order to make sure you are safe and also to support children with learning at home. We will
continue to use the dojo as a main form of communication between teachers and parents. Uploading one
picture by Friday morning each week helps us to check in and to keep regular contact with how things are
going.
Safeguarding—please remember that although we are not in school our duty of care to our children remains a number 1 priority—especially at such a difficult time, we are still here to offer support. This could
include fall outs with friends and concerns around IT safety. You can contact your child’s class teacher
through the dojo or if you would prefer to speak on the phone then please let us know the number best to
call you on.
Coronavirus—
The message from the government remains clear, unless you are an essential keyworker, then you should
stay at home. You should only leave the house for exercise (once a day) and one person may go to buy food.
If one of your household shows symptoms of coronavirus, then everyone must self-isolate. This means not
going out for any reason, even going to buy food, for 14 days. Please continue to work together as a community to stay safe, the rules in place about staying at home are there to protect us and hopefully will
mean that we can all get back to a more normal life sooner rather than later.
I understand wholeheartedly and first hand how difficult it is to work from home and support your
child/children at this time. When you are trying to listen carefully to what is being said in a conference
call and your child tiptoes in to ask how do you multiply fractions , and the next one then asks something
which included uttering the word balanced equations whilst waggling a GCSE book at you and the third
shouts that the sewing machine just ate the piece she had been working on for days, it feels more than a
little overwhelming! Again I want to stress that we are not saying all the tasks should be done they are
suggestions. Tasks can be uploaded daily or weekly with just one or two pictures of your child showing
something they are proud of from their week.
Home learning isn't easy. I am not that long out of a classroom and have taught Year 5 and 6 for many
years, however I too am challenged daily with trying to support my youngest (Year 6) fighting with motivation, lack of interest in sitting down to learn and being challenged with, ‘We don’t do it like that though at
our school.’
The concerns niggling away at you whilst you spin the plates is enhanced when you look at Facebook and see
posts which show photographs, pieces of art work, incredible 3-D projects and how much others are throwing themselves into home learning. We know the Dojo can have that effect too. The downsides to social
media are there all the time but just now we see what others are doing, compare ourselves and immediately feel guilt that we haven't been able to do that this week.
These are unprecedented times and we are still all finding our feet in being able to provide learning which
fits the majority as it is impossible to replicate at home what happens on a daily basis in the classroom
with children working together as a class with their teacher. ‘One size fits all’ doesn't work with ease for
everyone so we have to shape it and tailor it to our lives. Please don’t beat yourselves about how much you
are able to do, we will all find a way to move forward that fits us, incorporating what we can each manage
into our day. As a school we do take our duty of care seriously and hearing from you and your
child/children once a week allows us to communicate with you and to be able to further support you where
it is needed.
We will take on board the feedback you have shared and work on how we can adapt further what we are
doing to support our children (and you) as much as we can utilising resources as they are developed to make
the experience of ‘crisis schooling’ as easy as we can.
Thank you again for all that you are doing, no number of yellow jumpers and shout outs can ever fully get
across how proud we are of all our children and proud to work within a community that are doing their best
to navigate through what for many of us will possibly be the most difficult life event we will experience.
Please continue to take great care and stay safe.
Kind regards,
Vicky McPherson
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Keep sending your postcards to not@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk

A shout out for Thomas for
working hard to stay fit, your
mum is really proud of how far
you have run each day on your
course around the outside of
your house and for helping your
little sister join in too!

Megan, Evan and Gethin earned their shout out by
creating a time capsule and burying it under the
patio they are building with their dad!
Well done Rhys, your mum and dad
have asked for a shout for you because of your fabulous Easter tree
and for being so kind to

Lily, you have earned your shout out
from your Mum for enjoying helping
her put the washing out! Super helpful. Well done.

Dougie, your shout out comes from your parents
for being such a kind young man, when your garden visitor came back the next day he found water to drink and a lovely flower to guide him to it.

Henry ,your shout out was earned from your
parents for being so incredibly helpful. You have
done an amazing job of cleaning your patio with
only a little help from your Dad. Well done!
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A big shout out from Henry M’s
mum to all the children in reception who sent birthday wishes to
Henry on his special day. You
made his day! Thank you :-)

A birthday shout out from
your parents Nathan! Have
a lovely day, we hope your
birthday is filled with fun
and laughter.

Arianne, you have made your mum incredibly proud by walking up to
White Nancy every day! You have definitely found a replacement
for the daily mile whilst you are off school! the daily mile whilst
you are off school! Amelie your shout out comes for mastering
opening gates with your feet (as well as walking!) and accepting
that some things have had to change over the last few weeks and
its out of anybody's hands. Thank you being so thoughtful.

Lucy your shout out is for
effort and determination to
master a new skill...skipping
challenge set at 100 and you
smashed it with 131¬! Amazing
work

Christopher, your shout out
comes from your mum and dad
for being a super gardener! You
and your little brother have
planted, potatoes, shallots, broccoli, peppers and peas! Good job!

Sophie, your shout out comes from you mum, you are a
pleasure to have around the house, helping with household chores, looking after your sister and making a
beautiful window display with a hand print rainbow and
for explaining about the NHS and the importance of
rainbows. Well Sophie!

Oliver MB, your mum and dad have asked for a
shout out for you to say how proud they are of you
for trying so hard since you have been learning at
home. You are showing real determination! Well
done and keep it up.

Ella and James, your parents are really proud of
you for being so helpful, you have scooted, read,
done gardening, helped around the house and have
been a really big help with cooking too. You have
really made a difference when both your parents
have had to work lots of over the last few weeks.
Well done.

A shout out to Mrs Cath Good
for sharing her science
knowledge with children in Year
4, you are helping inspire
children. Thank you!

Milly, your shout out comes from Mum for
being wonderful at home and for enjoying
making gorgeous treats for everyone to
eat!

Tasmin, you have been very busy!
You have helped your brother
learn to ride his bike in your garden and really encouraging him to
go for it!
Your mum also wanted to shout
out that you have taught her how
to bake a lemon cake, you read
the recipe, did the measurements and put it all together. It
looks amazing!

Dexter, your shout
out comes from your
parents for working
hard on your maths,
reading and nature
journal. You have
been so grown up and
have helped out at
home lots. Your parents are now looking
forward to pending
time with you having
fun over Easter!
Well done!

A big shout out to Iona for
an amazing presentation to
your class and teachers.
Your parents (and teachers)
are very proud of you!

Scarlet you earned your
shout out for extremely
being patient with your little
brother whilst your mummy
and daddy have had lots of
work to do. Enjoy your Easter break with them now!

Sebastian, would like to do a
shout out to Vinnie for making
him laugh when they play
Minecraft!

Talitha, your shout out
from your mum will
make everyone proud.
You have been busy delivering face masks to
care homes and spreading cheer with a wave
to the care home community. Well done!

Harvey, you have used your powers of sight an detective skills to
identify a piece of pottery you
found in the river near your
home. This pottery comes from
a bottle made by a Bollington
Brewery 100 years ago. Well
done!

A huge shout out to Emily, your mum is
really proud of your attitude at home.
You get up and make your bed and start
with a positive and proactive stance!
You keep yourself active in the garden
and doing arts and craft. You have used
creativity and imagination and play well
with you brother Fox and sister. Your
independence is growing and your
efforts are recognised.
Well done Emily!

Caitlin, would like to give
a shout out to her Mummy and her Daddy for
helping her and being the
best.

A big shout out to Freya
and James from your parents for building dens,
cooking sausages in bread
on the fire and creating
games which show agility
and careful thought! It
sounds like you are trying
new things with confidence!
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Alfie, your mum has put you up for a
shout out for den building skills which
meant that you and your brother could
keep cool in the garden! It certainly
looks like you are enjoying the shade!
Harry Barr, your
shout out comes for
practicing your
football skills everyday and being a
superstar!

Your mum would like
to give you a shout
out Lucas for helping
out in the garden. You
have been busy helping to level it out for
a patio that you are
going o help build!
Well done!

Millie, your shout out comes
from home for making the
most amazing brownies that
the whole family have enjoyed at home! Yummy!

Poppy and Tom, your parents would like
to do a big shout out to you both for
the kindness you have shown to neighbours and your grandparents staying in
contact regularly to make sure they
are ok. You have also been a great help
around the house. Your Mum is very
proud of how kind you have been to
each other especially when one of you
is feeling a little fed up!

Barney, would
like to do a
shout to Milo M
for being so
kind and sharing
his stick insects!

Charlie and Lyla, you have
earned your shout outs
this week from your Mum
and Dad for being the
most caring, loving little
people they know. You
give 100% every day and
make us very proud!

Charlie, your shout out comes
for determination and perseverance! A new skill in being
able to flip a bottle and land
it upright having kicked the
football out from underneath!
Well done!

Stan, you made the
most amazing banana bread loaf—a
new skill learnt and
the product enjoyed by your Mum
and Dad! You have
also been working
hard on Face Time
piano lessons! What
a star!

Bea, your Mum has given you a
shout out for making the most
amazing gluten free gingerbread! Super star baker!

Austin and Jasmine, you get a
huge shout out from your Mum
and Dad for being amazing whilst
they have both been ill. You have
made lunches and been super
helpful and caring!

