Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
Sitting writing the newsletter reflecting on the last two weeks is both incredibly
thought provoking and emotional. None of us would have envisaged such a difficult time
coming and the effect of the Covid-19 pandemic on not only our community but the wider community we sit in, nationally and globally.
The offers of support, volunteers and encouragement have been fantastic. I would again
like to say a HUGE thankyou to you all for this. I would also like to thank our amazing
Dean Valley staff who are working exceptionally hard to meet the needs of learners at
home and in school and who have been working late nights, weekends and days they
wouldn't ordinarily be working to make sure that our children still have the support they
need whilst school is closed.
The message from the Government is very clear, unless you have an essential key worker, then you should stay at home. You should only leave the house for exercise (once a
day) and one person may go and buy food.
If one of your household shows symptoms of coronavirus, then everyone in the house
must self-isolate. This means not going out for any reason, even going to buy food, for
14 days.
Where both parents are key workers, or in a single parent family the parent is a key
worker, then please contact admin@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk if you need to use school
for childcare.
Whilst the vast majority of our children are at home there are a few children still coming to school each day. These children are children who both have key worker roles and
our staff (albeit a skeleton one) are working hard to come in on a rota basis.
I am incredibly proud of the way the children of Dean Valley have taken on board the
changes, information and seriousness of the virus and worked hard both in school and at
home to keep each other safe. They have now taken on a new approach to learning—
which is now affectionately known as Home Valley, I have loved looking though Class
Dojo pages to see what children are doing and am excited to see so many different
learning strategies and activities going on from maps, to science investigations, creating
rainbows, learning to BBQ, forest school, daily mile with dogs, Google animals—I am definitely going to try that at home! All of our teachers are working hard to set tasks and
monitor the dojo (a full time job in itself!) Please give them 24 hours in which to reply,
comment or post photographs you have sent in.
If you are having any problems with IT please contact
support@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk where we will endeavour to help iron out issues, log
in details, dojo use etc. are usually easily fixable! Equally if there is something we can
help with to make life a little easier then please shout and we will see what we can do to
help, my email is head@deanvalley.cheshire.sch.uk
The Dean Valley staff have worked really hard over the last few weeks to put in place
‘home learning’, until Coronavirus Covid-19 this is a new learning curve for us all and as
such we would really appreciate your feedback. Please click on the link at the bottom of
this page to answer a few questions to help us provide the best home learning package
we possibly can.
I hope everyone has managed to look at the class photographs, I am thrilled with them
as they offer such a refreshing change to the norm. it was lovely to see personalities
peek through and the children have so much fun with their classes. Just to remind you
the date the galleries close is the 2nd April so please order by then if you would like
one!
Please continue to look after yourselves , this is a difficult and stressful
time for many. The tasks and activities set by staff each week are there
to support you as are the suggested timetables. They are by no means set
in stone so please adjust to work for you. It is important that the children still access fun sessions, exercise and fun with their families. Mental health is incredibly important, there will be times that you may all
need as a family to give yourselves a break and spend time together doing
things you enjoy or learning something new to pass the time—my goal is to
master calligraphy!
As ever please contact me if I can help in anyway. Take of yourselves and
please stay safe.
Kind regards,
Vicky McPherson
Survey link—https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9K5YKT7

Super Learning Week

Reception learning about the world
around them, building towers,
letter of the day and drawing cops
and robbers!

Year 1, you have had a
super week of home
learning. Your dedication and enthusiasm has
been amazing. You have
been so creative and I
have loved seeing your
ideas. I hope you have a
lovely weekend and I
look forward to catching up with you next
week!

Washing cars,
house work,
writing, real life
graphs, sorting,
reading, gymnastics, art,
Joe Wicks inspired exercise,
jigsaws, building
Tudor houses,
maths, sunshine, being
outdoors and
working hard!

Year 3 have been
explorers with
maps, made
desks, enjoyed
fitness with Joe,
visited Tinkers
Clough for exercise and maths!

Super Learning Week

A busy week for Year 4
Scratch, baking, papier-mâché,
writing emails, creating pictures for others, Joe Wicks,
Life as an apprentice, BBQ
skills, daily mile and google 3-d
animals!

Year 5 have had fun making
rainbows, learning in the garden, baking, playing instruments, designing and making
bags & Joe Wicks! Well done !

Baking, jigsaws, work on
the Mayans,
maths, outdoor learning,
banners…
AMAZING Y6!

The children who
have been in school
have had lots of
fun outside in the
good weather playing cricket, with
AT sports and
have worked hard
on their tasks
showing amazing
resilience and
great learning attitudes.

CLASS OF THE WEEK
The Whole of Dean Valley for
being amazing!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DV STARS

Mrs McPherson’s Yellow Jumper Award

This week I am breaking all the rules and awarding every single child
and their parents the yellow jumper award this is because you have all
been simply amazing this week. Please send in some pictures of you and
your child wearing something yellow!
Dean Valley Pupils—For your incredible resilience, strength of
character and ability to adapt to new situations. I am incredibly proud
of you all.
Parents—For being amazingly supportive at such a difficult time, for
your patience and understanding and for taking on home learning in the
most positive way. Thank you!

