Dean Valley Times
Dear Parents,

News from the Office...

This week has been another busy one at Dean
Valley with forest school continuing for Year 3
and 4, Squash, Science Festival for Year 5 at
Tytherington School and netball to name a few
of the activities children have taken part in.
It is exciting to see the Forest School area
developing, the money raised by the PTA is
being spent on a Forest School practitioner
who will work with each class over then next 6
months to develop the grounds and teach skills
which can then be continued by school staff in
the future. Don’t forget if you have some
time on a Wednesday afternoon and fancy
helping then please let school know as your
support would be welcomed.
Following on from our communication survey
(done last year) we made the decision based
on a huge number of parents who fed back to
us to streamline communication. We use
parentmail, the newsletter and the Dojo to
communicate events and information and
moved to be a paperless school wherever possible. This has an impact both on the environment and on the budget as sending a colour
newsletter home for every child soon mounts
in printing and paper costs. The children’s
input to the newsletter has been fantastic and
they are proud of the opportunities they have
to write for the newsletter. We have also
made a concerted effort to give as much notice as possible on events—for example
Sports Day and World Book day with Bring a
book in were shared in September.

-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-orpossible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
The Department for Education helpline is
also there to answer questions about COVID19 related to education. Staff, parents and
young people can contact the helpline as
follows:

Dates for your diary

Phone: 0800 046 8687

Swimathon—
Macc Leisure
Centre

15.3.20

Quarry Bank
Mill Trip

16.3.20

Email:
DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)
Advice from Public Health England continues
to be for education and children’s social care
settings to remain open, unless advised otherwise. Parents are being reminded of the
importance of their children washing their
hands. Further information can be found on
the DfE website, and we will update you if
the situation changes.

Y3 and 4

PCSO

The local PCSO has been actively patrolling Albert Road this week as there have
ben several comments from parents, businesses and the local community about the
difficulties of parking, safety around
pavements and pedestrians. Please be
considerate at all times of other road
users, we appreciate how difficult the
drop off can be at such a busy times and are
currently investigating ways to ease the
issues. This includes looking at how we can
Coronavirus
encourage more children to walk to school.
Yesterday , the prime minister confirmed that Please ensure the area around the Fire station remains clear at all times, they have a
the government is entering the second phase
limited amount of time to leave if they have a
of its response to the COVID-19—moving
call out. I have been warned that she will
from contain to delay. The public are being
urged to self isolate if they have a new per- issue fines if the issues continue.
sistent cough and/or or high temperature. We School Photographs
advise all our families to follow the governThe new school photographers, Playground
ments advice over the coronavirus outbreak.
Portraits came in to do class photos on
People with symptoms are no longer required
Thursday. We can’t wait to see the new imagto call NHS 111, as the system is under strain, es as the children had lots of fun posing for
but are instead urged to look for information the camera on the play equipment. Inforon the NHS website and 111 online.
mation regarding the photos will be emailed
to you so that you can view the images online
The link below takes you to detailed ‘Stay at
home guidance’: This guidance has clear head- and choose your favourite. Watch out for a
parent mail in the next week or two.
ings showing the critical symptoms, testing,
what to do when self isolating, impact on other Have a lovely weekend!
home users and ending self isolation.
Kind regards,
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home Vicky McPherson

Attendance
The class with the best attendance for the last week is
Year 2.
Absence in term time creates gaps in children’s learning which
can’t be caught up. Each week of learning is valuable in building up
knowledge and experiences.

5 minutes late each day means three whole days lost each year
17 days missed from school each year equates to a whole GCSE grade
Attendance affects learning
Attendance affects future outcomes
Attendance affects wellbeing and a sense of belonging

25.3.20

Freddie Fit

20.3.20

Netball
Tournament

21.3.20

Football v Mot- 24.3.20
tram

Whole School Attendance

Cross Country
Championships
Yr 5/6

25.3.20

Full Governing
Body Meeting
5pm

25.3.20

Key Steps
Gymnastics

1.4.20

Family Lunch
Day

1.4.20
2.4.20

97.4% (target 97%)

Class

Attendance

Lates

Reception

96.0%

0

Year 1

98.6%

6

Year 2

99.3%

2

Year 3

98.6%

1

Year 4

97.4%

1

Year 5

93.8%

4

Year 6

98.0%

1

What does the law say about attendance at school?
The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time
education. As the parent/carer of a child of compulsory school age it is your
duty under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 to ensure that your child
attends school regularly.

Cross Country
Championships
Yr 3/4

RRR Decorating 2.4.20
Egg Competition
First Aid Day

3.4.20

School Closes
for Easter

3.4.20

Children return 20.4.20

Super Learning Week

Science Festival

On Wednesday the 11th March 2020 Year 5 class , Miss
Simpson and Mrs McPherson went to Tytherington High school to participate in a science
festival. We ate lunch in the refectory which was very quiet.
The activities included in this festival were the following: Chromatography (we had to
find out who stole Mr Botwe’s Easter Egg!), Banana DNA, Heart and Lung dissection
where we learnt all about the different sections of the heart and lungs, we learnt about
the impact of weight on strawberry laces and got to eat the ones we didn't test! Then
we also had a go at creating rainbow fizz—we made rainbows from different liquids
where they layered on top of each other. No-ones were the same!
We had lots of fun with a Van de graaff where we experimented with electricity (safely
of course, no year 5 children were harmed in the process!) we all got to have a go at getting our hair to stand on end and making paper dance.
It was a fantastic afternoon and halfway through we had a break with drinks and biscuits.
By Jazzy (Y5)

Bollington Squash Team
On Sunday the 8th March, an elite force of squash players (a few amateurs),
from Bollington squash club represented our village in a small squash tournament and took first place. Rory, Sam, Harry and John proudly won 6 games
between them, scoring 26 points in those games. Sam was up first winning his
first game by a small margin and sadly losing the second, Rory was next playing against a brilliant player he unfortunately lost 3-2 but came back in his
next game winning 3-1 to secure the victory for Bollington. Harry Barr won
his games by a big gap but as always he showed great sportsmanship throughout
his reign. John won both of his games although we didn’t see them - I’m sure he
did very well.
Squash was voted the world healthiest sport, so it is obviously great for our
health. It is good fun to play, not as competitive as some other sports and it is
just a nice game to play. Being a part of Bollington Squash team makes us
feel proud and we believe we are very lucky to be a part of such a fantastic club!
By Sam and Rory
https://bollingtonleisure.co.uk/activities/squash/junior-squash-programme/

CLASS OF THE WEEK
Year 3
For simply being amazing! What
fantastic focus and effort in
your learning.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DV STARS
Child of the Week

Rights Respecting Award

Reception

Joshua—A great sportsman. He also tries
hard with his learning

Isaac—Great attitude to learning and fabulous
effort in his writing

Year 1

Emile—Writing a fabulous report about the
Great Fire!

Maddox—Safely accessing all kinds of information to research the great Fire of London.
Super enthusiasm!

Year 2

Harrison—Fantastic attitude towards all his
work

Sophie—Respecting her right to express her
opinions and respecting the rights of others

Year 3

Harvey H—Fantastic attitude to reading and
maths this week

Austin—Always respecting his right to learn and
showing kindness to others

Year 4

Luke—Having an excellent attitude towards
his learning all week

Milo P—Respecting his right to learn by being
positive and enthusiastic

Year 5

Molly—Developing her confidence towards
contributing in class and producing some
amazing work.

Amelie—Respecting her right to develop her
talents in both English and Maths. Keep it up!

Year 6

Henry—Always contributing in lessons in order Rory—Demonstrating excellence in all of his
to progress to his very best. A fabulous atti- work in order to continually develop his talents
tude
and abilities

Mrs
McPherson

Jess (Yr 5) - Always being kind and supportive Dougie (Rec) - Fantastic sharing and a caring
to her peers. She works incredibly hard to
attitude to his friends, taking account the needs
complete her tasks and is making great proof others
gress

TheClub@DV

Clara (Yr 5) —Being kind, helpful and considerate at all times. She is an excellent Club
role model

Erin—Respecting her right to have fund, read,
make new friends and show her talents.

