Dean Valley Times
Dear Parents,

News from the Office...

Another week has flown by at Dean Valley, a
week full of interesting themes and learning
opportunities. From curriculum subjects to
Forest School to a whole school trip to the
library.
World Book Day
This year for World Book day we decided to
do things a little differently. Instead of
dressing up we asked children to bring in their
favourite books and all visited the library in
Bollington. The staff have all been impressed
with the qualities of discussion on their reasons for choices. We will be doing Fancy Dress
next year!
Coronavirus
The Department for Education has launched a
new helpline to answer questions about
COVID-19 related to education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline
as follows:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Email:
DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk

what we offer and would like to get as much
feedback as possible when the questionnaire
comes out.

Dates for your diary

We have moved to three menus a year, a
letter was sent out by parent mail earlier in
the week asking for suggestions and favourite meals to be put forward. Please let the
office or Mrs Mackenzie know if you have
ideas.
Hot bags will be available again in the summer
term as we know how popular they are.
Easter Competitions
We will be running an egg decorating and
bonnet competition this year. Eggs will need
to come to school on the morning of Thursday 2nd April. They will be displayed in the
entrance hall. I can’t wait to see the eggstraordinary eggsamples of 2020! We will do
an Easter Bonnet parade as part of assembly
on Friday 3rd April.
Car Park

Whole School Attendance
99.3% (target 97%)

Class

Attendance

Lates

Reception

99.3%

0

Year 1

99.0%

7

Year 2

100%

3

Year 3

98.6%

3

Year 4

99.4%

6

Year 5

99.6%

4

Year 6

99.3%

1

What does the law say about attendance at school?

5 minutes late each day means three whole days lost each year
17 days missed from school each year equates to a whole GCSE grade
Attendance affects learning
Attendance affects future outcomes
Attendance affects wellbeing and a sense of belonging

13.3.20

Swimathon—
Macc Leisure
Centre

15.3.20

Quarry Bank
Mill Trip

16.3.20

First Aid Day

Vicky McPherson

The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time
education. As the parent/carer of a child of compulsory school age it is your
duty under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 to ensure that your child
attends school regularly.

George from
Anchor Educa-

20.3.20

RRR Decorat2.4.20
ing Egg Competition

Kind regards,

Absence in term time creates gaps in children’s learning which
can’t be caught up. Each week of learning is valuable in building up
knowledge and experiences.

12.3.20

Freddie Fit

Have a lovely weekend!

The class with the best attendance for the last week is
Year 2 and Year 5—well done! A huge improvement this week..

Class photographs

Y3 and 4

If anyone has any spare shrubs, plants or
bulbs that they do not have space for then
we would love to use them to develop our
green spaces. Please see Mr Rowley if you
have anything you would like to donate.

Attendance

11.3.20

Sport Relief
13.3.20
£1 wear sports
kit day

Please don’t use the car park as a walk way
at any time of the day. This is for both
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) you and your child’s safety. The gates are
shut to stop the car park being used as a
drop off point this is because the car park
As a school we will update you on any further
isn't big enough to withstand staff and
information shared with us. We want to enparents use. It is important to us that you
sure that we don’t spread fear amongst our
are always safe.
children but will be emphasising the importance of handwashing and hygiene with all
classes. We will do this age appropriately
Grounds
through PSHE lessons. Please look out for
posters displayed around school too which will Gardening club, staff and parents are working hard to improve the school grounds. The
give relevant information and guidance.
new areas appearing for Forest School are
looking great as are the new planters. A huge
thank you goes to all who have been involved.
School Lunches
We are going to be sending out a questionnaire
to find out both parents and children’s views
on the lunches we provide. Mrs Mackenzie and
her team work hard to create menus which are
based on feedback from children so that
there are a variety of meals which children
will enjoy every day. We work hard to be competitive with price whilst providing a high
standard of food for example using Barrows
butchers to provide meat. School lunches are
one of the ways we as a school can support our
budget, any profit made is put back into the
school to benefit all of our children. We are
keen to look at how we can further improve

Y5 Science
Festival at
Tytherington

3.4.20

Super Learning Week

World Book Day
This year Dean Valley staff decided to keep things simple for World Book
Day and instead of spending lots of money on costumes to be worn once
that we would focus on favourite books and a trip to the library.
It was lovely to see children sharing their favourite stories and learning all
about how to use the library in order to inspire their love of reading.
I like books that have
night time in them
because I like the
dark outside.

I like Tabby McTat
because I like the
words in it.
Tilly

Henry B

My favourite book is Esio Trot
because the tortoise kept being
swapped for one that got bigger
and bigger and bigger!
Dougie

My favourite book is The
Yeti in the Playground
because it is a great book
to read and there is lots
of drama in it!
Scarlet

My favourite books are The Demon
Dentist and Grandpas Great Escape. I
love Grandpa as a character because
he thinks he is still in WWII and he is
very silly. Miss Root is the best character in Demon Dentist because she is
funny and evil. She steals peoples
teeth and swaps them for evil things
like eyeballs and spiders! Jasmine and
Jess

My favourite book is Harry Potter
and the Goblet of Fire because I
like the way the story moves forward. It is clever. I like fantasy
books and the illustrations are
amazing.
Sophie

Harry Potter and the Goblet
of Fire is my favourite book
because it is adventurous and
there are lots of challenges
which Harry has to face. It is
interesting to see how Harry
gets through them.
Clara

Year 3 have begun visiting Tinkers
Clough for Forest School sessions
with Mrs Leicester this term to build
their team building skills, enjoy the
outdoors while developing confidence
working in a different environment
and hopefully have fun at the same
time!

Year 4 Forest School.
On the first week of Forest School we had loads of fun. Firstly, we met Marcella (our forest
school leader) and we sang a song when we were going to the other side of the field. Once we got
there we got split up into tribes Moles, Rabbits, Foxes and Badgers. Once we had split into our
groups we did a hunt. We had to stay in our groups and find clues to make a word without getting
eaten by the predators. The words were free play, survival, site improvement and crafts. In free
play we went on a slack line. In site improvement we cleared the banking of the pond and saved
some frogs by putting all the frogspawn in the pond. In craft we made some clay prints so we
could make a mobile. In survival, we chopped some trees using loppers so we could attach them to
logs so we could sit on them.
On week two, all our tribes went on a scavenger hunt. Then, all the tribes were lead to their first
activities. On the pond activity we cleared up the pond using rakes. We were supervised by Mr Hasler. When the rabbits were on survival the mum and 2 babies climbed the tree one of the babies
shouted “we are the first rabbits to climb trees “. We went on the strap line which was attached to
two trees. We held a rope above us. The last activity for the rabbits was hammering the sticks,
kindling the fire and Caitlin and Milly served apple and honey. As the last pieces of apple were finished off, we had hot chocolate and warm blackcurrant.
By Lola, Poppy, Caitlin and Beth

Dean Valley pupils from year 6 competed in the Macclesfield Schools Swimming Gala on
Tuesday night 7- 9.30 @ Macclesfield Leisure Centre. During the event, swimmers competed in individual front crawl, back crawl and breaststroke races as well as the front
crawl and mixed individual medley. Out of 16 schools, Dean Valley came 2nd for the
first time since 1997!
The swimmers were incredible. Their efforts and determination was outstanding and
the respect they gave to each other as well as participating schools was admirable.
The parents and siblings who joined us provided fantastic support as always. Now to
train hard ready for the Bollington swimming gala in the summer term
On the 15th March, some of these swimmers will be taking part in the swimathon at
Macclesfield Leisure Centre along with other students from Dean Valley. If your child
would like to participate and swim for Connie's Cadets in order to raise money for the
Rotary Club and Manchester Childrens Hospital Scanner Appeal, please let Mrs McDermott know and she will send you a letter and sponsorship form. Any further sponsorship
money to be sent to the office in an envelope with name, address and postcode for gift
aid please.
Let's make this swimathon the best one yet!

CLASS OF THE WEEK
Year 4
For a good week and an amazing
trip to the library where you
showed yourselves to be a
rights respecting class! Keep it
up!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DV STARS
Child of the Week
Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Mrs
McPherson

TheClub@DV

Rights Respecting Award

Reception Class

Thomas

A super attitude to all our learning experiences this week. You make us proud.

Fantastic enthusiasm for learning, well done

Ole
A great attitude to Literacy. You are making
fabulous progress

Grace—Article 24: Respecting your right to improve health and wellbeing
Monty—Article 13: Respecting your right to
freedom of expression. You share ideas in a sensible way

Gregory

Ewan

You are an asset to our class, a fantastic role
model.

Respecting his right to learn at home. It is impacting on your school work

Scarlet

Joshua

Fantastic enthusiasm for all our learning experiences this week. You are a pleasure to

Respecting your right to learn by accepting help
and trying your best

Milan

Ted

For having a wonderful growth mind-set in her
maths learning. Well done!

For respecting his right and the right of his
peers to an education.

Jazzy

Celia

A positive attitude to school and your work.
You are producing some fantastic work

An amazing attitude and sportsmanship. You
supported the team in an amazing way

Sam

Charlie Di

You are a credit to the school, an absolute joy
to have around!

Respecting his right to share his views and
opinions in a clear way. Developing his talents

Charlie p (Yr 6)

Peyton

For being a caring, supportive, generous and
kind young man who always considers others.
You are a fantastic role model to the school.
Well done!

For respecting her right to learn calmly and for
showing focus and determination. I am so
pleased to see you making good choices and getting involved in your classroom. Well done!

Emile (Yr 1)

Jonathan

Being kind, thoughtful and helpful at all times.
He is a club superstar!

Respecting the club environment and all staff
and children. Also respecting the right to have
fun

