Dean Valley Times
News from the Office...
Dear Parents,
Half term has arrived and I am very much hoping
that all of our children can enjoy a well deserved
rest!
Thank you to everyone who has completed our
parent survey. We have had a huge response,
which we really appreciate and we will now take a
little time to reflect on our strengths and areas
to develop further.
Can I take this opportunity to remind you that
the website and newsletters are valuable sources
of information for you all. At the first Parents
Evening teachers shared the planning mind-maps
which are done each term, these plans are put
onto the website on class pages so that you can
access them easily. These show what your child
will be covering during the term.
The website will be further updated after half
term as we have been very busy reviewing our
curriculum. The Curriculum will be put onto the
website so that you can see the progression
through each subject for our classes. We will also
be showing clear end of year expectations for
each year groups. These documents have been
sent to the Governing Body already and are now
in the final stage of review before being put
out for you to see.
SAFEGUARDING
The safeguarding of children at Dean Valley and
those at Footprints is of the highest importance
to us at all times, We have been reviewing with
Footprints the access to the school site during
the day and have implemented one or two changes
to ensure that the site is always secure. The side
gate which gives access to the field side of
school should be closed and the bolt slid across at
all times, please make sure that when you leave
the school premises that this gate closes behind
you and that you slide the bolt across. The Fob
access to Footprint parents has been deactivated
during playtime and lunchtime so that we can
ensure the safety of all children on site, this way
we can ensure the gate remains firmly closed and
that parents coming onto the school grounds have
been met by staff.

Valley in the evening to the main front door
when they are based in the hall. This has worked
well and from after half term we will be using
the front door for drop off for club in the
morning. This is to ensure the safety of our
children on the playground especially as the
weather changes and improves meaning that Club
children can play outside before and after
school!

Dates for your diary
School closes

14th Feb

INSET day

24th
Feb

Children
return

25th
Feb

Thinking Day
Girl guiding

25th
Feb

Netball v Ivy
Bank (home)

25th
Feb

School Nurse
to see Reception children

2nd Mar

Rec Reaseheath trip and
Yr1 Nantwich
Museum trip

3rd Mar

Cross Country
Yr 3/4

4th Mar

World Book
Day

5th Mar

Cross Country
Yr 5/6

11th Mar

PARKING
We completely understand how difficult parking
on Albert Road is in a morning and after school
but would ask that you are considerate to our
neighbours who may need access to their drives
or buildings.
We have had an increasingly worrying number of
complaints over the last 10 days from the BT
Exchange and neighbouring houses. An on call
anaesthetist was recently blocked on his driveway which I am sure you will understand is a
huge concern should they need to leave quickly.
Please park carefully at all times.
OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS
We currently have quite a large number of
outstanding payments for swimming and
school lunches. Please can these payments be
made a soon as possible as this impacts on
every child in school as budgets do not allow
for us to cover swimming and school lunches.
FOREST SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT
We are very excited about the plans school
are creating regarding forest school provision in
our own grounds and are looking forward to
working with a specialist leader in order to provide exciting opportunities for our children to
experience. The session will be for Year 4 at
first. Mr Hasler has asked that any parents who
are free on a Wednesday afternoon contact him
as volunteers are needed to support these sessions.
I hope that you all have a very peaceful and
enjoyable half term and look forward to seeing
you all on Tuesday 25th February.

Can I also please remind you that children are not Kind regards,
allowed to open the gate by pressing the green
Vicky McPherson
button, please don’t ask them to open the gate
for you as this causes confusion. We have reiterated to all children this week that they cannot
open the gate—even for their parents! When
after school clubs such as Football and AT Sports
run the coaches will open the gates to allow you
through to collect your children.
We have changed the entrance for Club@ Dean

Attendance

96.7%(target 97%)

The class with the best attendance for the last two
weeks is Year 4 —well done!
Absence in term time creates gaps in children’s learning which
can’t be caught up. Each week of learning is valuable in building up
knowledge and experiences.

Class

Attendance

Lates

Reception

96.5%

1

Year 1

97.6%

10

Year 2

98.6%

4

Year 3

95.2%

6

Year 4

98.6%

2

Year 5

94.6%

4

Year 6

95.8%

1

What does the law say about attendance at school?
The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time
education. As the parent/carer of a child of compulsory school age it is your
duty under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 to ensure that your child
attends school regularly.
5 minutes late each day means three whole days lost each year
17 days missed from school each year equates to a whole GCSE grade
Attendance affects learning
Attendance affects future outcomes
Attendance affects wellbeing and a sense of belonging

Playground
12th
Portraits Class Mar
Photos

Whole School Attendance

Yr 2 Anchor
13 Mar
Education visit
Sports Relief—wear
sports kit

13 Mar

Yr 6 Swima15 Mar
thon @ Macc
Leisure Centre

Super Learning Week

Squash!
Every Tuesday, for six weeks, we went to Bollington Leisure
Centre to be taught Squash by Chris, Geoff and Ryan. We did
lots of different activities such as: 3 quarters, 1 quarter, rats
and rabbits, rally and squicket (a mix of cricket and squash). My
favourite part was when we were able to play a tournament in
the last lesson and we watched it from the top . I would definitely play squash again because it was really fun and active!
Written by Lily Stringer and Gethin Williams

On Thursday, Dean Valley’s amazing netball team
took on the challenge of playing against Park Royal at
home. It was a very tight match and each player
played their best in order to win. Sadly, halfway
through the second half Dean Valley’s goal defence
fell onto the ground and had to be sent off. However,
one of Park Royal’s players showed sportsmanship
and very kindly stepped in. Nearer to the end, he
came back on the pitch making Dean Valley win by 1
point. The score was 4-3 and both teams were very
proud of each other for representing their schools so
well. At the end of the match, Dean Valley chose goal
defence (for being a team player towards all) as their
Man of the match and Park Royal chose our goal
attack for similar reasons. We hope that we continue
doing this well in the rest of the season.
By Tom and Mia (Year 6)

Netball

Macclesfield Music Festival
When we arrived at Macclesfield Academy we went to a
classroom and put our things on the desks before going
into the hall to begin the practice. We went through most
of the songs that we would be doing with a lady called
Victoria. At school Year 3 had worked hard to learn their
songs with Mrs Tennant, my favourite was Johnny B Good.

of

Once we had finished rehearsing we went back to the
classroom where we ate our tea.
Whilst we were in the classroom eating the adults arrived,
most of our classes parents came to see us sing. It was a
good to see our parents as we like to have an audience to
watch us. It was really hot in the hall, there were lots of
people there including two rock bands. One band was from
Macclesfield Academy , they were good and had three
electric guitars!
Year 3 had a great time at the Macclesfield Festival.
By Scarlet

Athletics

On the 6th of February, Year 6, Year 5 and Year 4 entered a competition against other schools with a team of 18
people. They participated in running, jumping and throwing events against 8 other schools. They did very well
and were joint 6th out of 8 positions, only 4 points behind 3rd. They spent most of the morning there and won
multiple events while they came 3rd, 4th or 5th in others. Overall they did very well and achieved a good position. Mrs McDermott was proud of everyone's resilience and sportsmanship as always. Now we need to train
further and learn how to pass a baton successfully ready for the athletics competition in the Summer term.

CLASS OF THE WEEK
For fantastic learning attitudes,
I have loved reading your writing
and seeing your maths skills this
week.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DV STARS
Child of the Week
Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Rights Respecting Award

Albie—Being a fantastic friend to everyone in our
class

Kaya—Respecting her right to learn both inside and outside the classroom

Tobias—Including everyone and being friendly to all

Mirabelle—Respecting her right to learn, always trying
her best. Great Phonics

Charlotte—Amazing effort to all her work, especially
writing

William—Respecting his right to develop his talents. You
are making super progress in writing

Flick—A wonderful growth mind-set towards school
life

Rory—Continuing to develop his talents through his dedication to great learning

Lyssie—Fantastic effort at home. It is really showing
in your work in class. Well done.

Lucy—Respecting everyone’s right to feel happy and
safe. You are a joy to have in Year 2!

Joe—A massive amount of progress this half term—a
great attitude to learning

Poppy—Respecting her right and those of others to
create a happy and safe classroom

Harry C—Fantastic effort at home. It is really showing in your work in class. Well done.

Eva—Respecting her right to develop her talents, reading lots at home and being so enthusiastic about reading

Ted—Amazing effort and improvement in his
writing. Fantastic determination

Rufus—Respecting his right to develop his own and
others’ talents. You taught us the song for the Music
Festival brilliantly

hand-

Frank—Fantastic concentration and participation in all
sessions

Milly—Respecting her right to develop her talents with
boundless enthusiasm, strong team work and positivity

Oscar—Having a wonderful attitude to all areas of his
learning

Caitlin—Article 12: having the right to have a say all matters affecting them and to have views taken seriously

Brooke—Fantastic attitude to learning in all sessions.
Well done

Beatriz—Respecting her right to develop her talents, her
spelling shed score is amazing!

Lily—Always having a positive attitude and
pleting her work to a high standard

Henri—Respecting his right to learn and contribute to
discussions. His work and learning attitude is great

com-

Stan—For having an excellent growth mindset and
always being positive to achieving my high expectations. You are a super star
Flo L—Always being focussed on being her very best.
You are a delight to teach and Mrs McDermott is super proud of you

Mrs McPherson

Sylvie (Yr 1) - Amazing writing! You have really persevered and produced a beautiful letter to Aunt Lucy.
Well done

Tom Ha—Demonstrating his right to be fit, active and
happy. You scored a wonderful goal in the netball match
and it was so nice to see you smiling throughout the
game! Proud of you.
Charlie D—Always respecting his and the rights of other.
You are a valued member of the DV family. Thank you for
working so hard!
Harry T (Yr 3) - Respecting his right to develop as an
author. You listen carefully, apply new skills and have an
infectious enthusiasm for literacy

Madeleine (Yr 2) - A fantastic attitude to learning and Daisy (Yr 1) - Respecting the rights of others and listenmaking amazing progress with her writing. Well done,
ing to her Teaching Assistants and Teachers beautifully
keep up the hard work!
TheClub@DV

Orion (Yr 1) - Super thoughtful, kind, respectful at all
times. You’re just a Club superstar!

Beth (Yr 4) - Being kind, helpful and respectful of the
Club Charter at all times.

Beth (Yr 4) - Always being kind, thoughtful, respectful Gregory (Yr 2) - Respectful to everyone at all times,
and helpful. You are a Club super star and excellent
following our Club Charter and sharing his play space
role model

