Dean Valley Times
Dear Parents,

News from the Office...

I cannot believe that the first half term has
whizzed by so quickly! It has certainly been a busy
term with children settling amazingly in their new
classes and a whole host of exciting learning opportunities experienced by our children.
Building work
We are all excited about the building project which
begins today! The builders will be moving in after
school and will be working Saturday through to
Sunday to complete phase 1 of the plan. Please be
mindful on your return to school on November 4th
that there will be builders on site. A skip will be
situated near the cabin and due to further constraints on the car park with builders vehicles the
gates will be closed to parents, this includes dropping off for Club@DV. This is purely to keep everyone safe and to eliminate any risk to our children in
an already very busy car park.
Governor Roles
We are pleased to announce that the two Co-opted
governor roles have been filled and welcome Tim
Hudson to Dean Valley Community Primary School.
Club@DV Manager
We are pleased to announce that after interviews
this week our new temporary club manager will be
Julie Mackenzie, she will be covering Hannah Stewart whilst she is on maternity leave.
PSHE
Dean Valley is a member of the Tytherington Partnership, along with other local feeder schools. We
have been working together in order to improve the
teaching and provision for Personal, Social, Health
and Citizenship Education. We value the PSHCE
provision in our setting. As a group of schools, we
are developing a cluster school-wide curriculum to
ensure that the pupils at all feeder schools get an
engaging and consistent message around keeping
themselves physically and mentally well, recognising and reporting risks to their safety and being a
positive citizen as they get older. Having Tytherington High School’s involvement, means that they can
build, at Year 7, on the key knowledge and understanding gained by pupils in their Primary School
Years. We will begin to implement this curriculum
during the Summer term, in readiness for the statutory requirements for PSHCE, which come into
effect in September 2020. In order to support
your understanding of the PSHCE Curriculum. We
will keep you informed about our statutory duties
around this subject area and the ages and stages at
which pupils will gain this vital knowledge. This is an
innovative approach to ensuring the best provision
in this subject for a community of young people
reaching wider than the pupils at Dean Valley. Our
aim is for a whole community of pupils to benefit
from this collaborative approach.

the day so that children can come in and settle
quickly in the mornings. The bell will go after half
term just before 8:50, children should then line up
quietly before entering school. Please could we ask
that parents leave the playground once children
have lined up, space is limited especially on the
corner by the Reception classroom and KS2 staff
are having increasing trouble bringing their classes
round quickly and carefully due to the number of
parents waving children off into classrooms. It is
important for staff to come in quickly in the morning with their classes as children who are in club
are waiting in the classroom.

Dates for your diary

Clothing
The field is currently a little on the muddy side,
we are keen for children to have as much space as
possible to play when they are outside so in order
to keep the carpets a little cleaner and to make
Mr Rowley, Mrs Turner and Mrs Morgan our Site
Manager and cleaners a little happier please can
children bring a pair of trainers/wellies in to
school to wear at lunchtime.

Monday 4th November

School
opens

Children

4th Nov

return

Bonfire special
lunch

5th Nov

Football v Bollington Cross (away)

6th Nov

Reception Chatsworth visit

12th Nov

National Diabetes
Day—wear something blue

14th Nov

Yr 6 Forensic Science
Transition
@ Tytherington

18th Nov

Governing body
meeting

20th Nov

4) Friends of Dean Valley Fund— donations can be
made to this fund which supports larger projects
for example replacing the wi-fi provision at school
which was financially something school were unable
to do.

Fluenz Nasal Spray

21st Nov

As always I hope you all have a lovely half term,
please all stay safe and we look forward to seeing
you on the 4th November.

Yr 5/6 Tag Rugby

28th Nov

Orchestra at
Christingle

1st Dec

KS1 Christmas
Production

4th Dec

KS2 Christmas
Production

11th Dec

Funding
As I am sure many of you are already aware funding in schools is at an all time low, although we are
all eagerly waiting to see what Boris Johnsons
promise of more money for the education sector
will look like we are actively seeking to source
funds from other places so that we can ensure
our children get the best possible education and
experiences possible. There are several ways you
can help our school:
1) Please use the Kitchen at DV for school dinners as this directly supports the school. The
kitchen is run in house and Mrs Mackenzie has
recently surveyed the children to gather pupil
voice to create the new menu which will be out
soon.
2) Support the PTA events, the money from the
PTA directly helps children at Dean Valley by
funding things we can no longer afford to from our
budget. (Please see inside this weeks newsletter to
see the new PTA page!)
3) Hiring of the hall. We hire out our school hall
for parties, band practice, dance practice, gymnastics groups—to name a few! Please get in touch
with the office if you are interested. It is a great
versatile space.

Drop off in the morning

Kind regards,

After a recent visit from our School Improvement
Partner we would like to tighten up on timings of

Mrs Vicky McPherson

Attendance
The class with the best attendance for the last
week is Year 6, well done!
Absence in term time creates gaps in children’s learning
which can’t be caught up. Each week of learning is valuable
in building up knowledge and experiences.
What does the law say about attendance at school?
The law requires all children between the ages of 5 and 16 to be in full time
education. As the parent/carer of a child of compulsory school age it is your
duty under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 to ensure that your child
attends school regularly.
5 minutes late each day means three whole days lost each year
17 days missed from school each year equates to a whole GCSE grade
Attendance affects learning
Attendance affects future outcomes
Attendance affects wellbeing and a sense of belonging

Whole School Attendance
97.6% (target 97%)

Class

Attendance

Lates

Reception

98.2%

2

Year 1

95.6%

10

Year 2

98.3%

5

Year 3

97.1%

1

Year 4

97.7%

3

Year 5

96.3%

8

Year 6

99.3%

3

Super Learning Week

Year 1 and 2 had an amazing time at Eureka on Tuesday 15th October. Both classes took part in learning workshops. Year 1
completed science experiments to see which fuel would be best to launch a rocket to the moon. Year 2 did a computer based
workshop creating algorithms for game based computer activities.
Both classes then had the opportunity to explore the different galleries within the museum. It was a fab day, very exciting
and lots of new learning.

Year 5 and 6 spent a super day at
The Imperial War Museum in Manchester. They learnt so much and
experienced lots of hands on artefacts that added even more value to
the knowledge about their topic.
A super day!

Dean Valley Football Tournament, Friday 18th October 2019
Last Friday, the Dean Valley A team went to a football tournament which was
held on King’s home pitch. We had four teams in our group stage (including
us), our team managed to beat all of the oppositions in the group, the scores
getting bigger every time. Here are the scores:
Dean Valley v Rainow
2:0
Dean Valley v St Gregory’s 4:1
Dean Valley v St Johns (Bollington)

6:1

Having beaten all of our opponents, we were in the semi-finals. We had to
wait about two hours until the other teams in the semis had been confirmed.
Eventually, we started playing the semi’s match that was unfortunately
against King’s. Although our team tried their hardest, King’s won 2:0 against
us leading them to the final where they won against St Alban’s. Our team
have very achieved greatly already this year placing in joint 3rd out of all the
schools in Bollington and Macclesfield. With more league matches to play
next half term, we look forward to continuing to improving even further. We
would like to thank James and Gaz for all their commitment and time they
have provided the team over the half term, Cameron and Freddie Mitchard
for referring and coaching in their own time and finally the parents who
continually support us.

6 children from our year six class went on a transition day to
Tytherington High school on the 16th of October. We were told to
make a script about a mysterious box for a play we were to perform at the end of the day. The groups collaborated with other
students from surrounding schools to complete the project we
were given. During this event, we spent the majority of the day
interacting and socialising with the students from the participating schools. We were challenged to share our hard work with
our peers. Many children from Dean Valley were in the group
who did the best according to the sixth form students. Marlborough also came 3rd and Hollinhey came 2nd. Ending this brilliant
experience we came out with multiple new friends.
Written by Tom Ha , Millie , Misha , Andrew , Mia and Noah from
Year 6 class

Super Learning Week

Super Learning Week 21st October 2019

Reception
built their
own tree
house.

Super Learning Week Assembly
What have we learnt this week:
Year 1
designed
simple
circuits.



How to investigate structures and
what makes a strong structure



How to take on a design brief and
design structures for a specific
purpose.



How to attach different sustainable
materials together



Using tools safely



Evaluating our work

Year 3 & 4 created bird feeders & investigated skills

Every class in
school has taken
part in a workshop on structures

Our tree house!
On Tuesday the 22nd of October, year 6 started to create a school tree house with Ben
Meggitt. Before we started to build it, we had to design the build and consider the safety risks. We also had to think whether or not our design was feasible or not and if it could survive all of the elements of weather. Once we
had done all of that we could start to build.
Firstly, we had to collect all of the wood and screws that we needed. To do that, Ben went to Wicks, told them about our project and they
kindly gave us some wood for free. Secondly, we put up four supporting planks and then put up one of the barriers. Next, we did the platform
and then when we had something to stand on, we put up the rest of the safety barriers that were a little bit over waist height. Then, we
found an old but safe ladder and screwed it to the platform. After that, we got a long piece of rope and made an amazing swing that was
approved by the teacher. Finally, after three long days of building we have got an extraordinary tree house that we can play in and we just
can’t wait to use it next half term!

Governor Visit
Today I had the privilege of visiting all classes in school as part of their Design and Technology
Super Learning Week. It was a delight to see all the children throughout school engaged in whole
variety of activities and to hear them talk so enthusiastically about the week.
The children in Reception confidently explained how they have been engineers to design and
make a tree house for Town Mouse and Country Mouse to share. Wearing their safety goggles,
they were using a hammer to carefully knock nails into wood to help develop their skills of hand
eye co-ordination.
In Year 1, the children shared their designs for their tree houses and were very proud of the
models they had been making through the week.
Year 2 were busy evaluating their moving pictures and were able to explain what had gone well
and what could be improved if they were to make their pictures again.
The variety of activities in Year 3 and 4 demonstrated a wide range of skills from detailed drawings and watercolour paintings of birds to making bird feeders to hang on their newly created
bird tables that were being made with the help of parents and grandparents. Some children were
using their computing skills to code a moving picture of a bird flying to a bird table on the i-pads.
Year 5 and 6 were busy creating air raid shelters they had designed to protect them from a possible World War 3. There was a great deal of detail in their projects including the use of circuits,
bulbs and switches for some of the Year 6 shelters. A very excited group of children were working
in the playground creating a tree house with the help of a volunteer Dad helper.
The children were all able to explain what their focus was and how it was linked to their learning.
Year 6 were very excited at the prospect of taking their projects home to complete over half term
to extend their learning. A great number of practical skills were evident from using hacksaws,
hammers, glue guns, power drivers and spirit levels, alongside the more traditional making tools.
Not all of the children were finding this easy, but their resilience, determination and have a go
attitude was evident in all classes.
A huge well done and thank you to all the staff for the excellent planning and exciting opportunities that they have provided to enhance the curriculum this week. Also, thank you to all the parents and volunteers who gave their time to help and support in classes. It was a pleasure to visit
and I felt proud to be a part of Dean Valley.

Karen McCurdy

Logo for PTA

‘
‘We welcome your feedback’
The PTA AGM last week was attended by 15 teachers & parents from across the school. It was a really
positive meeting, with some excellent ideas and plans for the future. A big thank you to all supporters of
Dean Valley: children, teachers, parents, carers, grandparents and the wider community, who helped us
raise an impressive £9,904. Plans for the coming year include the Christmas fair, Christmas Bingo (to replace the Autumn Disco) children’s discos and Egg Hunt, but if you have any further ideas of events or alternative ways in which you could support the fundraising for the school please contact me: DeanValleyPTA@hotmail.co.uk.
Dean Valley Calendar’
The School would like to produce a Dean Valley calendar and is calling on local businesses to sponsor a
month. Sponsorship would cost just £50 and would mean that you have the name of your business published across calendars within the households of many Dean Valley families. Supporting a very good cause
and receiving excellent promotion too! If you are interested in sponsoring, please contact Fabienne Donbavand (Eva’s Mum) on 07904 702768.
Gin Experience
A huge thank you goes to Mrs Mackenzie for organising a very successful fund raising event at school on
Saturday evening. The support from local businesses in donations of gin and mixers helped us to make
an extraordinary amount of money. Sarah Dogget-Smith created a lovely atmosphere with her beautiful
voice and Olly Fury and Beth Mackenzie both took to the mike and helped entertain
too!
This was an amazing way to kick start the Forest School Project fund raising pot
which now contains £1910. Thank you to all who came to support the event and to
those staff and parents who helped run the bar. It was a great night!

CLASS OF THE WEEK
18.10.19—
25.10.19—

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DV STARS
Child of the Week
Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Rights Respecting Award

Matilda—Being an ‘always’ person. Always kind, helpful and
thoughtful

Dougie—Article 15: Right to association. It is lovely to see him join in
and invite others to play

Isaac—Fantastic programming of the Beebots

Halle—Respecting her right to learn. You have been making the right
choices

Monty—Being happy and enthusiastic on our trip. Super, happy
learning

Ethan—Article 29: developing a positive behaviour
learning

Jonathan—Fantastic writing this week

Arthur—Great design work this week

Logan—Good choices, good behaviour

Oliver E—Respecting his right to develop his knowledge and experiences

Poppy—Working exceptionally hard to make a moving picture

Year 3

Fraser—Fantastic contributions in class and great effort to meet
and exceed our objectives
Austin—Creating a beautiful bird table at home to
to our class design

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Mrs McPherson

TheClub@DV

contribute

towards his

Sebastian—Exceptional manners and respect towards our visitor
during D&T week

Constanςa—Respecting her friends to feel happy and safe
Sebastian—Respecting his right to develop his talents by participating beautifully during D&T week

Milly—Always having a positive mindset when facing new challenges

Noah—Respecting his own right to learn and encourage others to
reach their potential

Robin—Having a wonderful attitude towards all areas of his learning

Angus—Respecting his right to develop his talents and supporting
others during D&T week

Gethin—Contributing to all lessons, extending your own learning,
producing fantastic work and always smiling! Keep it up!

Freddie—Respecting your right to be a child on our trip and bringing
your own work in from home for others

Alfie - Working really hard in DT week and contributing to everyone’s ideas and designs

Anna—Respecting other people’s rights during D&T week by waiting
patiently when resources were being used and listening to all ideas

Grace—Always challenging herself and rising to each challenge or
high expectation set. I am super impressed by her commitment to
succeed and make progress

Charlie Di—Article 17: respecting his right to access information
from a range of media. He has developed a deep understanding our
topic due to this

Charlie D—Demonstrating excellence in Design &
Technology. He has fully emerged himself into every workshop and project
this week

Erik—Respecting his right to express his talents and skills during
D&T week. I was impressed with his ability to link his science into his
design

Anna (Yr 5) - Being a positive role model to others by being supportive and kind

Tommy (Yr 3) - Respecting his right to an education by showing lots
of enthusiasm

Sophie (Yr 2) - Challenging herself in D&T and making amazing
progress using new skills

Freddie (Yr 4) - Respecting his right to learn and making great progress in writing

Barney (Rec) - Always abiding by the Club rules, being a good
friend, sharing his play space and full of joy.

Eleanor (Yr 1) - Developing her right to design crafts and show her
skills in this area

Naomi (Yr 3) - Being a good friend and kind to others, being helpful, following Club rules and being a good tidy monitor

Jazzy (Yr 5) —Always choosing to be respectful, kind and thoughtful

